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PCS Special:    11 May 

11M Laughter in the Bar: S-G launches books on comic tales from courts 

 ऱ  र इन द ब र:    ऱ   र जनरऱ न   द ऱ         य       पर     ब       म  न   य  
 

 
 
 

Workers set up a giant canvas of the official poster 
featuring actors Geena Davis and Susan Sarandon 
fromRidley Scott‟s road movie Thelma 
& Louise on the facade of the Festival palace before 
the start of the 79th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, 
France, on Sunday. The world‟s The most glamorous 
film festival kicks off on Tuesday.  

 

 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
01 May 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
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11M. Laughter in the Bar: S-G launches books on comic tales from courts 

 ऱ  र इन द ब र:    ऱ   र जनरऱ न   द ऱ         य       पर     ब       म  न   य  

 At the launch of two books authored by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta about humour in 
the courtroom, Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant on Sunday said the top law officer 

must now turn his gaze to the Indian judicial system for his third book. 

               पर     र     ऱ   र जनरऱ     र म        र       गई    प                पर, 
भ र     म  य  य य     (CJI)   य         र    र                          र      ब  प      र  
प              र                    ओर                  

 Home Minister Amit Shah spoke at the launch of the books titled The Bench, The Bar and 
The Bizarre and The Lawful and The Awful, which was attended by Supreme Court and 
High Court judges, law officers, senior advocates, and others. 

     म      म         The Bench, The Bar and The Bizarre     The Lawful and The Awful 

     प                   र        ब        ,           म      और                     ,      

     र ,   र           और       ग  प         
 

GS Paper 1: History 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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11M The crumbling of Awadh 

         ब रन  
11M Fearing return to war, Iran conservationists shore up damaged heritage sites 

 य         प               ब    र न      र    द          र  र   ऱ       भ ऱन  म  ज    
 

 

11M.  The crumbling of Awadh 

         ब रन  

 A recent CAG report has drawn attention to many monuments in Uttar Pradesh that have 

faced extensive encroachment. 

       CAG  रप         र  द       ई    र      ओर                    ,       प         

          र र       
  “This is the second time the ball has disappeared into the jungle. We cannot go inside as it is 

locked,” says Alam, who regularly plays cricket on the uneven ground outside the Imambara 
Shah Najaf in Lucknow. 

 “      र  ब र     ब ग     ग         गई           र                       ब     ,”            , 
      ऊ    इम मब        नजफ    ब  र ऊब -  ब        पर         प                    

 The jungle he is referring to is wild undergrowth around Qadam Rasool, an adjoining 
monument built by Nasir-ud-Din Haidar, the second King of Awadh. 

       ग        ब    र र     ,     दम र  ऱ      प        ग             ,              र  र    
न   र- द-द न   दर    र               प      र      

 It was built in the 19th century on the banks of the Gomti river and is now almost collapsing. 

     19                म   नद         र  ब     ग      और  ब     ग ग                      
 The Imambara was built by the first king of Awadh, Ghazi-ud-Din Haidar, who built it as a 

token of his devotion to Hazrat Ali, who was the son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad. 

        ब                     प    र        - द-द न   दर     र      ,             प ग बर        

          जर   ऱ          प                    प    ब          
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 It is a replica of Hazrat Ali‟s shrine in Iraq. 

     र            जर   ऱ     दर                   
 A March 2026 report by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) documented 

Uttar Pradesh‟s Centrally protected monuments (CPMs), those sites under the jurisdiction of 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

      2026    भ र      नय        म  ऱ    पर    (CAG)     रप         र                 र    

   र   (CPMs)       र       ग  ,    भ र  य प र           (ASI)         र                
 The report for 2024 stated that of 487 CPMs in the State, 31 are untraceable, only 31 

monuments (6.4%) had “proper ownership documentation”, and 96 monuments were 
encroached upon. 

 2024     रप           ग      र       487 CPMs       31    प           प  र     ,      31 

   र   (6.4%)    प   “                    ”   , और 96    र   पर                
  “The CAG report is a formal indictment of institutional failure. Up to 31 monuments have 

simply disappeared in U.P., and yet the ASI continues to carry them on its offcial list. This 
means the government agency entrusted with our heritage cannot even locate what it claims 
to protect,” Rizvi says. 

 “CAG  रप         ग            औप   र   र प-प        र         31       र  ग  ब         
  ,   र    ASI       प         र          ब                              र    र       र      
                    र  र                                     र    र र     ,”  र             

 The monuments that have been removed from the protected list after 2024 include the 
Qadam Rasul, Begum Kothi, Imambada Ghulam Husain Khan, and Chota Chhatar 
Manzil of Lucknow, considered markers of Awadhi civilisation. 

 2024    ब     र                 ग     र         ऊ     दम र  ऱ, ब  म     , इम मब      ऱ म 

    न   न, और        र म  जऱ         ,              य                         

 

11M. Fearing return to war, Iran conservationists shore up damaged heritage 

sites 

 य         प               ब    र न      र    द          र  र   ऱ       भ ऱन  म  
ज    

 As fears of renewed conflict hang over Iran, conservationists are shoring up battered historic 
sites and taking stock of the damage caused by the war with the United States and Israel, 

though experts warn some repairs could take years. 

  र न पर   र                      र  र     ,          र                                       
और  म  र       इ र इऱ                                    र             ,                    
                      र                 ग          
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 At Golestan Palace, a defining cultural landmark in central Tehran, shattered mirrors, broken 

doors and debris from ornate ceilings now lie scattered across parts of the site after 
shockwaves from strikes on the capital following the outbreak of conflict on February 28. 

          र न                 र  र    ऱ   न प ऱ      28  र र                       ब   र       
पर                                    ,         र     और                 ब  प र र     ब र  
प       

 The former royal residence, known for its sprawling gardens, pools and royal halls, has been 
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site since 2013. 

  प         ब ग   ,     ब  और                           प               2013    य न          

 र  र         प        ब       
 The palace, known for blending 19th-century Persian arts and architecture with European 

styles and motifs, is among at least five UNESCO-listed sites damaged during the conflict. 

 19           फ र    ऱ  और       ऱ       र प          और  प                    र          

                        र                       प    य न         ब                     
 The palace‟s famed Mirror Hall — known for shimmering mosaics covering its ceilings and 

walls — and the Marble Throne, a ceremonial platform supported by statues representing 

mythical and royal symbols, were “seriously damaged”, he said. 

                             मरर   ऱ,           और     र  पर      र       ब     , और 
म ब ऱ   न,    प र     और                                      औप   र        , “ग   र  प    
      ”    ग      

„Shadow of war lingers‟ 

 „य         य   ब भ  बन        ‟ 

 Other selected UNESCO-listed sites include Chehel Sotoun Palace and the Masjed-e 
Jame mosque in Isfahan, as well as the prehistoric sites of the Khorramabad Valley. 

            य न         ब           इ फ  न        ऱ     न प ऱ  , म  जद- -ज म  म  जद, और 
  र म ब द           ग                       

 Beyond the listed sites, the war affected at least 140 culturally and historically significant 
locations across Iran, according to Hassan Fartousi, head of Iran‟s National Commission for 

UNESCO. 

 ईर              र         ग           न फ             र,     ब                         प र  
ईर               140           और           प    म   प      ऱ                  

 Among them are Tehran‟s Marble Palace, the Teymourtash house and the sprawling 
Saadabad Palace complex in northern Tehran, a former royal residence set within a vast 
park and home to several museums. 

         र न    म ब ऱ प ऱ  ,   यम र        , और   र     र              द ब द प ऱ       ऱ    

        ,             प          र      प               और  ई              र     
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
11M S. Korea welcomes rare baby bump as population dips 

 जन   य    न     ब   द       रय  म  द ऱ भ ब ब  ब म          
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11M. S. Korea welcomes rare baby bump as 
population dips 

 जन   य    न     ब   द       रय  म  द ऱ भ ब ब  
ब म          

 South Korea has one of the world‟s lowest birth 
rates, and the government has spent billions of dollars 
trying to encourage citizens to have more babies and 
cushion the worst impacts of a shrinking population. 

 द       रय                ब           र             , 
और  र  र      ग र           ब    प     र          

          र                        ब   ब र           
    र           रब     र             

 The Asian nation is still nowhere near reversing 
the trend, but a modest baby bump has come after 

years of consistently low statistics — even as experts 
disagree on the causes. 

         ई                        प         र ब      
प        ,        ग   र  ई                    ब      

       ब ब  ब म                  —                र      
   र                      

 The nation‟s fertility rate hit a record low in 
2023 but has picked up since then, with the number of 
monthly births consistently rising compared to the 
previous year. 

         जनन दर 2023     र              र पर प     गई   , 
           ब            र       , और               
       प                     ग   र ब  र       

 Nearly 23,000 babies were born in February, 

the most for that month in seven years, according to the 
Statistics Ministry. 

      य   म   ऱय         र,  र र      ग ग 23,000 ब    
          ,     प                            ब        

          
 The on-year growth of 13.6% was the highest 

for any February since records began in 1981. 

 13.6%                 1981     र                 ब        
    र र            ब                  

 The uptick in births has tracked a similar, 
though less even, rise in marriages going back to mid-

2022, offcial figures show. 

       र                र,                  2022                       ई     ,            

   र,                   गई     
 Kim Woo-jin, 33, said vouchers she received from the government had “played a significant 

role in alleviating the financial burden” of pregnancy, childbirth and child-rearing. 

 33        म   - जन            र  र             र    ग       ,     और ब       पर  र     
      ब          र      “    प               ई”  

 She cited a payment of two million won ($1,400) when her daughter was born, a one-
million-won voucher to cover maternity fees, and subsidies for transport and post-natal 
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care. 

         प   ब           पर      20 ऱ     न (1,400   ऱर),                    10 ऱ     न    
    र, और प र           र                                     

 South Korea also pays parents a one-million-won monthly allowance during the baby‟s 

first year, while other policies include low-interest loans for young families buying homes, 
expanded parental leave and subsidised fertility treatment. 

 द       रय  ब       प             र       - प      10 ऱ     न    म     भ             ,  ब   

               र  र               प र  र                      ऋ ,       र        - प     

      और                   प  र                   
 For some couples, though, the incentives have made little difference. 

        ,       प                           ब            र      प       
 “The issue is not merely a matter of a few million won,” Kim Su-jin, 32, told AFP, citing 

broader social ills like exorbitant tutoring fees, widespread school bullying and the threat of 
job losses due to artificial intelligence. 

 32        म   - जन    AFP       , “                                       ,” और        
                ,             प  ब              म ब    म        र      र                
  र          प               ओ                 

GS Paper 1: Geography 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11M Homogeneous accretion 

  म प   भ      

 
 

11M. Homogeneous accretion 

  म प   भ      

 For years, scientists debated whether Earth 
formed from the materials available in its 
neighbourhood or if its ingredients included a significant 
mix of „pebbles‟ from the outer solar system. 

                   ब   पर ब    र   र          प        
              प    प    प                         
ब  र    रम  ऱ       „    -ज    पद   ‟           प    
               

 According to a new study in Nature 
Astronomy, Earth fed almost exclusively on 
materials in the inner solar system. 

 न  र     न म                                र, प     
    ग ग प          र    र         प    प           
 प                

 The authors, from ETH Zürich, analysed 10 
sets of chemical „fingerprints‟ left by ancient stars on 

meteorites and rocky materials. 

 ETH  य  र            ओ          प    और     प     पर         र     र       ग  10    र    
र        „ फ  र     ‟                  

 Scientists have typically only looked at one or two of these systems at a time, leading to 
conflicting results. 
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                                                            र   र     ,         र  

  र        प र              
 Some studies have suggested Earth was 6% outer solar system material while others claimed 

it was as high as 40%. 

                             प        ब  र    र        प             6%   ,  ब       

             40%    ब  ई गई  
 To resolve this, the authors of the new study used a statistical method called Bayesian latent 

factor analysis to examine all 10 fingerprints together across various meteorite groups and 

planets. 

                           ,                    ओ     ब य   यन ऱ     फ   र    ऱ         

                   प  ग  र                   प         और        प   ग      10    गर      

           प    पर          
 The analysis revealed that Earth‟s composition of isotopes lined up with that of non-

carbonaceous bodies in the inner solar system. 

            प          प         म    न    र        र    र          र-  ब नय     प       
  र           प     

 The alignment held across all 10 fingerprints, suggesting that Earth‟s building blocks were 
consistent throughout its formation — a process called homogeneous accretion. 

               10    गर         ब   र  ,                         प                र           
          प र                  र   —              म प   भ                   

 The study also predicted that the compositions of Mercury and Venus would follow the same 

chemical trend, but with more extreme values due to their distance from the sun. 

                        ग       ब   और              र           र                     र  

 र ग ,                      र       र                 र    ग   
 The finding could simplify scientists‟ understanding of how planets form while also suggesting 

the inner solar system was a distinct, well-mixed reservoir of planets‟ construction materials. 

                                                                     र  ब                  

                        र    र                    र  प                  और       र        

    र     

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11M The insidious return of separate electorates 

 प     न      म  ऱ      प प      प   
11M Governor‟s role in government formation 

  र  र   न म  र  यप ऱ    भ  म   
11M AI-enabled oversight layer for continuous electoral roll monitoring 

  न      न म  ऱ          न र न       AI-  म पय         ऱ  
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11M. The insidious return of separate electorates 

 प     न      म  ऱ      प प      प   

 Few communities would have a greater right to rue the ascendance of Hindutva politics on 
the national stage than the largest minority of the country. 

         ब   ब     प                                                र      प र    पर 
   द    र जन           पर           र           र     

 However, now it seems that all those who believe in a pluralistic polity too have grave cause 
for concern. 
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        ब                     ब  ऱ    द  र जन      य               र               ग     प   

   ग   र            र      
 It stems from the results of the Assam State Assembly elections. 

            म र  य     न भ    न       प र          प            
 Of the 102 members in the ruling dispensation led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 

none is a Muslim. 

 भ र  य जन   प    (BJP)                      ग ब       102                                   
 While this is unsettling, it wasn‟t entirely unpredictable considering that, for the past five 

years, the Narendra Modi government has had the dubious distinction of not having a single 

Muslim Minister, or even an MP at the Centre. 

     प               ,   र       प र   र                  ,        प    प           नर   म द  
 र  र    प                   र                                                     र    

 What is distressing now is the stark communal segregation in the State Assembly of Assam. 

  ब    ब         प          ,      म र  य     न भ      प                        
 While the ruling party has no space for the Muslims of the State, who comprise 34% of the 

population, the Opposition is going in the opposite direction. 

                  प   र       34%                                ई             ,        प  

  पर           ब        ई    र       
 The leading Opposition party, the Congress, has 19 MLAs in the Assembly, 18 of whom are 

Muslims. 

        प                            19          ,          18            
 Throw in another Muslim MLA of its ally, the Raijor Dal, which has two members in the 

House, besides two legislators of the All India United Democratic Front (AIUDF) and one 
from the Trinamool Congress, and you have a unique but disturbing spectacle of only Hindu 

MLAs on the treasury benches and the Opposition space being almost entirely occupied by 
Muslim legislators, all 22 of them. 

          र            ग     र यज र दऱ                    ,                        , 
       ऑऱ इ   य  य न इ      म           (AIUDF)              और    म ऱ                     

         ,                                            ,          प          पर            
          और   प           ग ग प                     —     22 —     र          

 To even write about it seems ugly and distressing but that‟s the reality of new India, from 
religion-specific residential colonies in urban India and ghettoes in other social spaces to now, 
watertight segregation on the lines of religion in a State Assembly. 

      ब र                 प और प                    ,                र                  — 

  र    र        -                       और                      ग     र        र  ब 

र                          र पर प    प    र      

Dangerous precedent 

   रन    म  ऱ 

 For years we have heard, and experienced, that it is no longer possible, in most cases, for a 
Muslim to win from a largely Hindu-dominated constituency. 

                    और        र                                                र        

            -ब                              र    ब           र  ग       
 For instance, in the general elections of 2024, most of the Muslim winning candidates of the 

Samajwadi Party did so from seats with a sizeable Muslim population. 

     र        , 2024     म   न        म ज  द  प                                   र    

                          ब    प                   
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 Add to that the BJP‟s oft repeated emphasis on the „winnability factor‟ for denying tickets to 

the largest minority. 

          BJP    र   ब   ब     प                                   ब र-ब र „  जय- म   
  र  (winnability factor)‟ पर                 र                  

 Now it seems we could be heading for the reverse. 

  ब                               पर           ओर ब  र       
 Hindus could be choosing only Hindu representatives. 

                                            
 Worse, many are beginning to choose ones who are manifestly so. 

 और             ब                   ग                         ग              प     प          

प                र       
 Hence, the victory of many BJP candidates riding to victory fuelled by hate speech, 

interspersed with visits to various temples. 

       र       BJP   म द  र              प        और            र       र        र     र    
                ई  

 Hindus choosing Hindus. 

      ,      ओ         र       
 Muslim choosing Muslims. 

       ,                 र       
 Parties giving tickets keeping the demographics in mind. 

 र                         र               र  र         र       
 These are the new roadblocks for a nation built on a common electorate transcending 

religion. 

       र                र                        ऊपर    र                      पर र   गई 

    
 This takes one‟s mind back to the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 which introduced the 

concept of the communal electorate. 

                1909    म ऱ - म        र     ओर           ,                                   
    र                     

 As the British sought to quell the rising tide of nationalism and the demand for Swaraj 
(freedom), seats were reserved on the lines of religion for elections. 

  ब            र          ब      र और   र ज (       )       ग     ब             र र     , 
 ब                     र पर       र       ग   

 While thousands of Indians protested, provincial elections based on separate electorates 
continued till the formation of the Constituent Assembly. 

     प    र    र               र       ,   र    प                  पर     र               

      न  भ     ग        र  र    
 In fact, the provincial elections in 1946 were crucial as there were talks of the forming of a 

Constituent Assembly to frame the Constitution of a nation which was soon to be 

independent. 

         , 1946                           प                                    र           

                          न  भ     ग   पर         र       
 At the same time, there was an increasingly vociferous demand for a separate state of 

Pakistan by the Muslim League. 

        , म   ऱम ऱ      र  प    र    प      न       ग  ग   र         र         र       
 Unsurprisingly but still disturbingly, Muslims were asked to vote for the Muslim League 

because “a vote for the League and Pakistan was a vote for Islam”. 
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     प                    ,   र                                  म   ऱम ऱ                  
        ग         “  ग और प                    ग      ,                   ग          ” 

 The League‟s fight with the Congress was portrayed as a fight between Islam and kufr (non-
belief). 

   ग और           ब                  और     (       )    ब             प               ग    
 The lines of communal othering were never more distinct. 

                     र           प              प             
 Likewise, M.S. Golwalkar attacked nationalist Indians for “hugging to our bosom our most 

inveterate enemies (Muslims) and thus endangering our very existence.” 

        र,  म.  .   ऱ ऱ र    र          र                र                 “ प    ब      र 
   ओ  (        )     प            ग          और       र  प                            र      ” 

 To be a nationalist, you had to be anti-Muslim, such was the belief among a section of right-
wing Hindus. 

 र                          -  र                  —     प         ओ         ग           र       
 Much like many right-wing Muslims who equated a vote for the Congress with a vote against 

Islam. 

            र               प                           ग                                
    

 In the elections, the Muslim League swept the Muslim seats, winning 87% of them. 

           म   ऱम ऱ                  पर   र               और         87%               
 The Congress, supposedly a representative of non-Muslims, won 90% of the general non-

Muslim seats. 

       ,      ग र-                                ,           ग र-                  90%      
         

 The die was cast. 

                           
 The League emerged as the loudest Muslim voice. 

   ग  ब      र                 प      र   
 The Congress of the others. 

 और                               ब  र   र   
 Never mind that Jinnah called Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan “an adversary”, and Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad, the “showboy of the Congress”. 

                      ग       ज न       न   द ऱ   फ र   न    “         ”     म ऱ न   ब ऱ 

 ऱ म    द    “                 र     र ”         
 One knows what happened the next year. 

       ग              ,                  

Beyond one‟s own voice 

  पन              

 The Assam Assembly results with only Hindus in the ruling alliance and almost only Muslims 
in the Opposition fill all those sworn to the idea of India with trepidation. 

   म     न भ     प र   ,             ग ब                  और   प      ग ग             

         ,   र             र             र               ग               र          
 One cannot allow separate electorates to be sneaked in disguise, delimitation or otherwise. 

 प     न      म  ऱ              प   ,      प र                              र      ,   प र 
प        प                                  

 True, the BJP has almost made it a policy decision to marginalise Muslims in representative 
politics but for the Congress to be whittled down to the position of being the sole 
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spokesperson of Muslims is both unfair and incomprehensible. 

              BJP             र                             पर           ग ग     ग        

ब          ,                                              ब  र र            प    और     

   पर      
 The repeat drubbing of the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) in Bengal and 

the extremely limited success of Badruddin Ajmal in Assam speaks of a community looking 

for voices beyond its own. 

 ब ग      ऑऱ इ   य  मज ऱ - -इ    द ऱ म   ऱम न (AIMIM)    ब र-ब र    पर               
बद  द न  जमऱ                                              प          ओ     पर           
      र र       

 Almost only Muslims in the Opposition amounts to the political ghettoisation of the community. 

   प      ग ग                   प                र        ग     र              
 Muslims need a voice, but the voice has to come from across the political spectrum, not 

confined to a single party. 

                                    ,               र        प र          प     र     
         ,                          र           
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11M. Governor‟s role in government formation 

  र  र   न म  र  यप ऱ    भ  म   

 What does Article 164(1) say about the appointment of the Chief Minister? 

  न    द 164(1)                          ब                 ? 

 When does the Governor use discretionary powers? 

 र   प    प             र       ग  ब  र     ? 

 Which commissions recommended guidelines for government formation in a hung 
Assembly? 

        ग                न भ      र  र ग              -           ? 

 Why has the conduct of Governors in hung Assemblies raised concerns? 

            न भ              र   प         र                   प        ? 

 The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) secured 108 seats, 10 short of a majority, in the 
recently concluded Tamil Nadu Assembly elections. 

             प         मऱन        न भ    न         मऱ           म (TVK)    108              , 
   ब        10              

 After hectic parleys with smaller parties, letters of support from 120 members were provided 
to the Governor. 

                 ग        ओ     ब   120  द य           प  र   प                ग   
 The Governor then invited TVK chief C. Joseph Vijay to form the government, who was 

sworn in as Chief Minister. 

      ब   र   प      TVK  म     . ज   फ   जय     र  र ब                       ,         
म  यम        प     प          

What are constitutional provisions? 

        न       न  य    ? 

 Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides that the Chief Minister of a State shall be 
appointed by the Governor, while other ministers shall be appointed by the Governor on the 

advice of the Chief Minister. 

             न    द 164(1)            र              र       म  यम               र  यप ऱ 

   र        ग ,  ब                         र   प      र                   पर       ग   
 When a single party secures a clear majority in the Assembly, the Governor invites the 

leader of that legislative party to form the government. 

  ब   ई                    प   ब  म        र        ,  ब र   प                     र  र 
ब                    र       

 If no party secures a majority, the Governor exercises his/her discretion in appointing the 

Chief Minister. 

                   ब                   ,                           र   प    प             र    
   ग  र       

 The Constitution does not prescribe any criteria for selecting the Chief Minister in the event of 
a hung Assembly. 

                    न भ                                       ई                     र       
 र    

 The Sarkaria Commission (1987), followed by the Punchhi Commission (2010), 
recommended the manner in which the Chief Minister may be appointed in case no party 
enjoys a majority in the Assembly. 

  र   रय   य   (1987)          ब   प      य   (2010)                                        
          ई,  ब                        ब                
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 The order of preference indicated by these commissions is as follows — first a pre-poll 
alliance that enjoys majority; next the single largest party staking a claim to form the 
government with the support of others; then a post-electoral coalition of parties, with all 
partners in the coalition joining the government; and finally, a post-electoral alliance with 

some parties joining the government and the remaining parties supporting the government 
from outside. 

       ग     र         ग                     र    — प        प   - न    न   ब  न      
ब            ;      ब                        र  र ब              र         ब   ब   प   ;   र 
    प  - न    न   ब  न,               ग      र  र            ; और           प  - न    न 

  ब  न,               र  र                        ब  र              

What are the issues? 

 म  य  म य     य    ? 

 The recommendations of the above commissions and conventions require Governors to act in 
a bipartisan manner while selecting the Chief Minister in a hung Assembly. 

  पर       ग          र   और        पर पर        प     र                    न भ              
म  यम            र       र   प    न प         दऱ य          प      

 However, Governors have, on numerous occasions, appointed Chief Ministers without 
following any particular order. 

        ,         र  पर र   प                                  प         ब              
                  

 For instance, after the Assembly elections in Goa (2017) and Manipur (2017), the Governors 
invited BJP-led post-poll alliances to form the government, even though the Congress had 
emerged as the single largest party. 

     र        ,      (2017) और म  प र (2017)                    ब   र   प       भ जप -न      

  ऱ  प  - न    न   ब  न      र  र ब                       ,  ब           ब   ब   प        प 

     र      
 These governments later proved their majority in the Assembly. 

     र  र     ब                   प   ब  म        र       
 On the contrary, in Karnataka (2018), the Governor invited the BJP, as the single largest 

party, to form the government over a claim by the post-poll alliance of Congress and Janata 
Dal (Secular). 

        पर  ,  न     (2018)    र   प             और जन   दऱ (   य ऱर)    प  -        ग ब    

           ब     ,  ब   ब   दऱ     प    भ जप      र  र ब                         
 In 2019, the Governor of Maharashtra appointed a BJP-led coalition government when 

there was uncertainty as to whether it enjoyed a majority. 

 2019    म  र       र   प                   भ जप -न        ऱ    ब  न  र  र               , 
 ब      ब           र               

 On both occasions, the Chief Ministers had to resign as they were unable to muster the 
required majority. 

            र  पर                           प                  ब                    र    
 Under the Constitution, the Governor is the nominal head of the State executive and 

possesses certain discretionary powers in specific situations. 

       न       ग   र   प   र         य प  ऱ                                    प र           
              र र        

 The discretion vested in the Governor to select a Chief Minister in a hung Assembly is to 
enable him/her to appoint a government that would be stable and enjoy the majority in the 
Assembly. 
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                                         र   प           ग             र                       

     र  र         र    ,       र                    ब           र   
 However, the conduct of Governors in several such situations has raised concerns that they 

often function more as agents of the Union government than as impartial constitutional 

heads of the States. 

        ,          प र           र   प         र                प               र           प  

                  ब       र      र  र                प          र       

What can be the way forward? 

        र    य            ? 

 In the current situation in Tamil Nadu, TVK was the only party to stake a claim to form the 
government. 

   मऱन                        र  र ग                  र              प    TVK     
 The Governor‟s office indicated that, since the claim was a post-poll alliance, it was 

essential to validate whether the formation enjoyed the majority support of 118 members. 

 र   प                                             प  - न    न   ब  न      ,          

     प   र                  ग ब       118  द य     ब                            
 However, the constitutional requirement for a government is to have the support of the 

majority of members present and voting in the Assembly. 

        ,       र  र                                                    प         म द न 

 रन    ऱ   द य     ब  म                    
 The majority of 118 in the Tamil Nadu Assembly is based on the full strength of the 234-

member Assembly and does not account for possible abstentions during the vote. 

                      118    ब     234  द य य     न भ     प          पर     र     और 
                र              प                      र  र                             र   
ग       

 The Supreme Court in the S. R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) case had categorically 
held that the „floor of the House‟ is the constitutionally ordained forum for testing the 
majority support enjoyed by a government. 

        य य ऱय      .  र. ब  म  बन म भ र      (1994)           प    प                   
 र  र         ब  म   म  न    पर                      प          र      „ दन    प ऱ‟     

 This was reiterated in the Rameshwar Prasad case (2006). 

               र म   र    द म मऱ  (2006)    प       र    ग    
 The use of discretionary powers by the Governors has been subject to various court 

pronouncements. 

 र   प       र            र      प  ग पर         य  य   न  य     ग      
 Nevertheless, judicial differences in interpretation resulted in inconsistent application of these 

principles. 

   र   ,              ओ           ओ       र                       ग    ग  र       
 The recent Justice Kurian Joseph Committee report on Union-State relations, constituted 

by the earlier Tamil Nadu government, recommended incorporating a new schedule into 

the Constitution to codify the rules governing the Governor‟s use of discretionary powers. 

 प      मऱन     र  र    र  ग       -र  य   ब    पर         य यम        रयन ज   फ   म      
 रप       र   प                 र      प  ग             र                       ब    र        
               ई  न                    र      
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11M. AI-enabled oversight layer for continuous electoral roll monitoring 

  न      न म  ऱ          न र न       AI-  म पय         ऱ  

 SIR 2.0 exposed structural weaknesses in electoral roll revision processes; an AI-enabled 
oversight layer integrated with ECINet could continuously monitor electoral operations, 

detect anomalies and discriminatory patterns in real time, and strengthen transparency, 
neutrality, and accountability. 

 SIR 2.0     न      न म  ऱ  प नर       य       र            र         गर     ; ECINet    
           AI-  म पय         ऱ              ओ       र  र   गर     र        ,         

           ग               प    प        प      र        , और प र      ,    प        
   ब          ब   ब            

 Within 72 hours of the recently concluded Assembly elections, the Election Commission 
(EC) released detailed statistical reports and index cards showcasing the capabilities of 
ECINet, its digital electoral platform formally launched in its full-fledged professional version in 

January 2026. 

             प           न भ    न       72            र  न    न  य   (EC)                     

 रप    और               र     ,          र  2026    प                  र      प    औप   र  

 प             ग                         ECINet        ओ                 ग    
 However, during the special intensive revision (SIR) for the same West Bengal elections, 

the EC neither disclosed the status of nearly 34 lakh appeals, including seven lakh deletion 
appeals, pending before the 19 Supreme Court-appointed tribunals, nor released 

comparable transparency reports, despite all relevant information being readily available 
within ECINet. 

        ,     प   म ब   ऱ   न              ग          न प नर    (SIR)      र              ग 

        19        य य ऱय- नय     य य    र             ब   ग ग 34 ऱ    प ऱ ,           

ऱ     ऱ पन  प ऱ           ,                         और             प र        रप      र    , 
 ब     ब              र  ECINet     प        

 Reportedly, one tribunal headed by the former Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court 
disposed of 1,777 appeals, allowing all 1,717 citizen appeals for inclusion and rejecting all 
60 EC appeals for deletion. 

  रप            र,  ऱ         य य ऱय    प    म  य  य य                               र     
1,777  प ऱ       प  र      ,                               1,717 न   र   प ऱ          र 
     ग   और     प                  ग        60  प ऱ           र  र      ग    

 Similar large-scale corrections may have occurred before the other 18 tribunals. 

        र    ब   प      पर     र     18  य य    र                             
 In contrast, the EC reportedly included only about 1,607 voters before polling. 

        पर  ,          प               ग          प          ग ग 1,607 म द            
            

 Such selective disclosure and inconsistent transparency raise serious questions about the 

EC‟s functioning, neutrality, and suppression of equally significant information that could 
potentially influence electoral outcomes. 

       र     यन  म    ऱ    और    ग  प र                  ग             ,    प   ,     
        प         ओ         पर ग   र          र     ,           प र                र      
     

 The absence of comparable transparency and status disclosures for SIR, despite reports of 

large-scale discrepancies and disenfranchisement, raises serious questions about selective 
disclosure and institutional double standards within the EC. 

 ब   प      पर     ग     और        र                       रप       ब      SIR      ब             
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प र       और         ब                              ग       र              र  और 
     ग     र          पर ग   र               

 As a constitutional authority, the EC commands the highest institutional dignity and trust. 

           न       र      प               ग            ग  ग र   और                र      
 Equally, it must remain accountable, transparent, and open to objective scrutiny, especially 

when allegations of arbitrariness, bias, and large-scale exclusion of genuine voters emerge. 

        र,        ब   , प र    और                              र         ,       र  ब  ब 

      , प प   और               ओ     ब   प      पर ब     र     र प               
 Against this backdrop, an independent AI-enabled oversight layer integrated with ECINet 

could continuously assess electoral roll revision processes, including neutrality, consistency, 
and procedural arbitrariness. 

    प          , ECINet                        AI-  म पय         ऱ                  
प  र         ओ       र  र           र        ,          प   ,     ग                 

                 
 The proposed AI watchdog framework is straightforward to implement, with a foundational 

operational model achievable within a few months and capable of continuous enhancement 
thereafter. 

         AI  न र न          ग   र       र    ,         र     प र                          
                                ब         र  र                       

 
Failures in SIR 2.0 

 SIR 2.0      फऱ     

 SIR 2.0 exposed unprecedented chaos driven by ad hoc, ever-changing, and subjective 
SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures) that reportedly excluded millions of genuine voters 

from electoral rolls and, in several cases, denied candidature rights. 

 SIR 2.0        ,   र  र ब     और      पर  म न      ऱन    य    (SOPs)      प       प    
              गर     ,         र        प                                           
ब  र    ग  और  ई                 र ब            र              र     ग   

 What began as an exercise to improve electoral accuracy by removing ASDD (absentee, 
shifted, duplicate, dead) entries and adding new voters instead resulted in widespread 

uncertainty, repeated verifications, prolonged appeals, and allegations of arbitrariness, 
discrimination, and bias. 

          ASDD ( न प    ,    न    र ,     ऱ   , म  )                 र              ओ     
    र               ब                    र     ई   ,       प           , ब र-ब र     प ,   ब  
 प        ओ ,           ,        और प प       र प     ब   गई  

 The exercise relied heavily on inaccurate, incomplete, and non-searchable legacy SIR 2002-
04 databases. 

                  प        प   ,  प                             प र    SIR 2002-04     ब   पर 
    र र    

 Instead of correcting defects at the source, the burden of proof was shifted onto voters, 
forcing genuine citizens to repeatedly establish their eligibility despite long voting histories 
and valid documents. 

         पर               र      ब                र        र       ओ  पर          ग  ,       
          ग र        ब               और                     ब      ब र-ब र  प   प          

 र   प    
 The process was further marked by uneven application of the logical discrepancy criteria 

across regions and voter groups, resulting in non-uniform outcomes for similarly situated 
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voters. 

                      और                                म नद                   ग       
       र  ,       प र      प      प र                   ओ               प र          
    

 Minor mismatches in names, ages, or family details often led to exclusions, while opaque 
decision-making and the absence of reasoned orders fuelled allegations of arbitrariness and 
algorithmic bias. 

    ,          प  र   र     र          -        ग          र     र       ओ     ब  र  र 
     ग  ,  ब    प र         -      और   र                                       रद म  

प प       र प     और ब      
 The consequences were most alarming in West Bengal, where only about 1,600 inclusion 

appeals and merely six deletion cases were reportedly disposed of before polling, out of 
nearly 3.4 million pending appeals, even though inclusion appeals reportedly had a success 
rate exceeding 99%. 

  ब   ग   र       प   म ब   ऱ                 ,               प     ग ग 34 ऱ   ऱ  ब   प ऱ  
            ग ग 1,600  म    न  प ऱ  और          ऱ पन म मऱ          प  र       ग  , 
 ब            प              र       प    99%             

 Those excluded reportedly included electoral officials and prospective candidates. 

       प    ब  र     ग    ग      न    न      र                     र              
 Notably, one such excluded individual, later cleared for inclusion, went on to be elected as an 

MLA. 

        प   ,                ,      ब             र                 ,  ग     र     य  

(MLA)               
 In an unprecedented situation, 49 Assembly constituencies reportedly recorded victory 

margins lower than the number of voters awaiting disposal of inclusion appeals. 

        प            ,       प    49     न भ                    र          ओ              
     ,                प       ब       

 The apex court observed that relief for many may come only in future elections and that post-
election scrutiny may be necessary in constituencies where victory margins fall below the 
scale of discrepancies and pending appeals, raising serious concerns over electoral 
integrity and the possibility of post-election chaos. 

                     प                ग     र                                        ग  और 
                              र     ग            ब   प                     ,               ब   

                     ,         न           और        र                    पर ग   र     

         
 The situation reflects not merely administrative failure, but a deeper crisis of credibility in the 

electoral roll revision process itself. 

                                     , ब                    प  र             
              ग र                        

 These developments exposed deeper structural weaknesses in electoral roll management. 

        ओ      न    न न म  ऱ   ब  न    ग र    र            र         गर       
 They stood in sharp contrast to the EC‟s repeated commitment to “ensuring free, fair, 

transparent, accessible and peaceful elections” and its assurance that “no genuine voter is 
disenfranchised.” 

                      ग    “     ,    प , प र   ,      और      प                    र  ”    
ब र-ब र    गई    ब         “                                 र                    ”    
           ब       पर        

 More significantly, this occurred despite ECINet reportedly being capable of handling three 
crore hits per minute and maintaining detailed operational data for every voter and 
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transaction. 

 और        प                 ब                ,  ब       प    ECINet            न  र   

                                        -              प र            र    र               
 Yet neutrality, consistency, and accountability continued to depend largely on opaque manual 

processes, administrative discretion, and post-facto correction. 

   र       प   ,     ग    और    ब             प र                ओ ,         

          र     प         र  पर     र ब   र    
 The SIR 2.0 experience, therefore, underscored the urgent need for a continuous, 

technology-driven oversight mechanism capable of monitoring processes, detecting 
anomalies, assessing institutional neutrality, and identifying discriminatory patterns in real 
time. 

     SIR 2.0                   ,       ग  -    र  प                               
र            ,         ओ       गर     र    ,     ग        प    ग     ,      ग     प       
          र    ,                          प    प        प      र      
 
AI oversight for ECINet 

 ECINet     ऱ  AI-    र  पय      

 As AI increasingly powers governance and large-scale public systems, electoral 
management too requires intelligent, continuously auditable oversight. 

     -         म ब    म   (AI)      और ब                             र          प           
     र     ,        र  न    न  ब  न       ब                    -पर         प          
            

 Embedding an AI-enabled watchdog within ECINet offers a practical pathway to build a 

neutrality-aware electoral roll management system capable of safeguarding democratic 
participation and public trust. 

 ECINet       र    AI-  म  न र न                  र             प   -             

         ब                            र    ग        र     ,                ग   र  और 
            र    र              

 Integrated directly with ECINet, the proposed AI layer would function as a continuous 

oversight and analytics engine. 

 ECINet              प                      AI              प       और              

    प          र ग   
 It would monitor system usage, track decision patterns, analyse voter-official interactions, and 

generate real-time indicators of neutrality, consistency, efficiency, and citizen satisfaction at 
booth, constituency, district, and State levels. 

                  प  ग      गर     र ग ,      -     ओ     प             र ग ,       -     र  
        ओ              र ग ,     ब  ,            ,      और र      र पर    प   ,     ग   , 
     और   ग र                                  प    र ग   

 Unlike post-facto reviews, it could continuously audit electoral roll revision processes using 
transactional and procedural data already available within ECINet, enabling early detection of 
irregularities before they escalate into large-scale disenfranchisement or administrative crises. 

 प      म         पर  ,          ECINet    प        प       -                         
 प  ग  र                   प  र         ओ             -पर     र    ग ,       
         ओ     ब   प      पर        र                                        ब        प    
   प            ग   

 The system could automatically flag anomalies and discriminatory patterns, including 

unusual spikes in deletions, inconsistent application of SOPs, repeated rejection trends linked 
to specific officials, excessive grievance delays, abrupt policy shifts, bias arising from logical 
discrepancy filters, disproportionate exclusions due to minor spelling or family-data 
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mismatches, and concentrated deletions in specific regions, castes, or communities. 

                   प           य  और भ दभ  प    प  न             र    ग ,               

 प    ब     ई     प   र , SOPs       ग        ग,              र           ब र-ब र             
    ,            र                ब,            प र    ,            ग       र       प   

प प  ,          प  र   र                              र     ग  ब     र,                , 
                               प            

 It could also compare outcomes across regions to identify differential treatment of similarly 
placed voters and enforce consistency in institutional communication by tracking 
announcements, circulars, deadlines, SOP revisions, and field instructions. 

                   प र               र                         ओ             ग       

     र    प         र    ग           ओ , प रप  ,    -    ओ , SOP         और       

               र        ग      र        ग              र    ग   
 Further, continuous analysis of bottlenecks, software glitches, verification failures, grievance 

trends, and operational inefficiencies could support evidence-based refinement of SOPs, 
replacing ad hoc administrative responses with measurable corrective action. 

          र  , ब   ओ ,        र       ,     प        ओ ,                और प र     

     ओ                 SOPs        -    र  प र  र             र        ,            
               ओ          पर   प        र       र   ई   ग           ग   

 A foundational operational version of such an AI watchdog could be implemented within a 
few months and continuously enhanced thereafter. 

     AI  न र न           र     प र         र                    ग                  और      
ब         र  र                       

Way forward 

        र   

 An AI-enabled watchdog integrated with ECINet could continuously monitor electoral 

operations, assess institutional neutrality, detect anomalies and discriminatory patterns, and 
flag inconsistencies or shifting eligibility criteria. 

 ECINet                  AI-  म  न र न                  ओ       र  र   गर     र        , 
     ग     प             र        ,     ग               प    प        प      र        , 
और    ग          ब     प                        र          

 It could also standardise announcements, deadlines, and procedural updates, reducing 
confusion and non-uniform implementation across regions. 

         ओ ,    -    ओ                                      र        ,              

           और                     ग   
 With ECINet already fully operational, AI-driven oversight could make SIR processes more 

transparent, neutral, accountable, and citizen-centric. 

       ECINet प       प     प              ,       AI-    र  पय      SIR    य            

प र   ,    प ,    ब    और   ग र -      ब            
 Importantly, such a system would strengthen — not replace — constitutional authority 

through transparent audit trails, fairness metrics, evidence-based oversight, and measurable 
accountability, while reducing arbitrariness, opacity, and public distrust. 

     प     प   ,                  न       र            प        र ग , ब    प र            , 

   प      प   ,     -    र  प             प       ब                     और      

ब   ग ,              ,  प र       और   -               र ग   
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GS Paper II: International Relations 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11M India-Trinidad pact to help diaspora trace ancestral roots: Jaishankar 

 भ र -   नद द  म           भ र  य      पन  प     ज      प   ऱ  न  म  मदद  र   : जय   र 
11M „Maritime security is of primordial importance to Indian Ocean Region‟ 

 „   द म     र         ऱ   म      र     य   म   प      ‟ 
11M Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties 

 भ र -द       रय  र   न    र   ब           ब  न  
11M At least 69 people killed after raids by militia at villages in DR Congo 

    र       म   म ऱ  य     र        पर  मऱ     ब द  म     म 69 ऱ       म   

11M India-Trinidad pact to help diaspora trace ancestral roots: Jaishankar 

 भ र -   नद द  म           भ र  य      पन  प     ज      प   ऱ  न  म  मदद  र   : जय   र 
 

 
 

11M. India-Trinidad pact to help diaspora trace ancestral roots: Jaishankar 

 भ र -   नद द  म           भ र  य      पन  प     ज      प   ऱ  न  म  मदद  र   : 
जय   र 
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 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said here on Sunday that an archival cooperation 
agreement between India and Trinidad and Tobago would help members of the Indian 

diaspora trace their ancestral roots and reconnect with families, as he underlined New Delhi‟s 
efforts to preserve the legacy of the Girmitya community. 

   द   म      . जय   र    र    र                भ र  और    नद द       ब       ब            

    ग          र                              प   प            प    ग    और प र  र     
प                  र ग ,                 र म  य   म द य      र         र     र           ई 

                  र              
 Gurmiya refers to Indian indentured labourers transported by the British to colonies in Fiji, 

South Africa, Mauritius, and the Caribbean between the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

   र म  य       र    ब         र                                     र  19    और 20           
  र       फज , द         , म र    और   र  बयन     प               ग       

 Addressing a gathering at the historic Nelson Island on Saturday, Mr. Jaishankar recalled the 
arrival of the first Indian indentured labourers in Trinidad and Tobago 180 years ago. 

      र             न   न    प पर             ब      र               र    180     प    
   नद द       ब       प      र    ब         र      ग                

 He paid tribute to their “fortitude, determination and resolve” in building new lives under 

di•cult circumstances. 

             प र                    ब                 “    ,        प और     प    ”    
             

 He said the immigrants had carried with them their traditions, faith and way of life, adding that 
it was setting for such history to be preserved as a heritage site. 

                      प        प   पर पर   ,      और              र      , और     
           र        र  र         प      र                       

 Mr. Jaishankar said Prime Minister Narendra Modi attached high importance to creating a 
database of the Girmita community and conducting research on its legacy. 

         र              नम    नर   म द    र म  य   म द य        ब       र  र   और      
  र    पर      र                           

 He said India was working towards establishing a dedicated Hirmitya Studies Centre on Mr. 
Modi‟s directions. 

                 र ,                   पर       प     र म  य    ययन         प   र           
         र र       

 Referring to a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the National 
Archives of India and Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Jaishankar said he hoped the agreement 
would help many people in the Caribbean nation in “tracing their ancestral roots and 
reconnecting with their families in India”. 

 भ र     र    य   भऱ     र और    नद द       ब       ब         र   म       पन (MoU)    
       र               र                                        र  ब  ई         ई   ग     
“ प   प            प    ग    और   र      प   प र  र     प         ”         र ग   

 He also noted that the Indian High Commission in Trinidad and Tobago was receiving a 
growing number of applications for Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards after Mr. 

Modi announced the extension of OCI eligibility up to the sixth generation. 

                        नद द       ब            भ र  य     य        र  ज     जन  प ऑफ 

इ   य  (OCI)             ब                           र     ,                  OCI प            
प       ब                     
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11M.  „Maritime security is of primordial importance to Indian Ocean Region‟ 

 „   द म     र         ऱ   म      र     य   म   प      ‟ 

 Any disruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy across the 
region, says Sanjiv Ranjan, Secretary-General of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA). 

    द म     र               र           प र                   पर ग र           ग ,     इ   यन 

  न  रम        न (IORA)              ज   र जन         
 India chairs the 23-nation grouping. 

   र     23 द        म              र र       
 A summit marking its 30th anniversary is expected to be held next year, he adds. 

                    30                          ग             र                       
            

 Navigating maritime security in the wake of the war in West Asia will be at the top of the 
agenda as India chairs the 23-nation Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), with a leaders‟ 
summit expected next year, says the organisation‟s Secretary-General Sanjiv Ranjan. 

 प   म    य             ब    म      र        प      र                 23         इ   यन   न 

 रम        न (IORA)              ब   ऊपर र  ग , और  ग           ओ        र                 

  ,       ग                ज   र जन         
 In addition to raising the profile of the IORA, the government is expected to focus on the 

specific challenges arising from the war in West Asia, including the violence in the region and 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
6 

the Hormuz Strait blockades by Iran and the U.S. 

 IORA           ब             ,  र  र प   म    य               प                  पर    
            र ग ,                    और  र न      म  र      र    म    जऱ म म य        ब    
          

 Last week, Mr. Ranjan co-hosted the Indian Ocean Dialogue in Delhi, which was attended 
by Ministers from India, Mauritius and Yemen, besides representatives from both Iran and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

  प             र जन             इ   यन   न   यऱ        -   ब      ,       भ र , म र    

और यमन                     र न और   य     रब  म र                     ग       
 Speaking to The Hindu, he said while bilateral differences are not discussed at the grouping, 

the Gulf war has raised issues of “primordial importance” for the IOR countries. 

 द    द     ब                                          प           पर               ,            
य                 गर                    “          प   ”            र         

 “The increasing realisation from the contemporary situation is that maritime safety and 
security is of primordial importance for our energy security, our food security, [and] many 

livelihoods, which are involved as a result of the developments in Indian Ocean littoral areas,” 
he said, referring to all countries with coastlines on the Indian Ocean. 

           , “                       ब  र          म      र   और   र      र   ज     र  ,    र  
   य   र   और             ओ                   प      ,              गर                    र   
                  ई    ” 

Two-day dialogue 

 द   द   य     द 

 Delivering a keynote address to the two-day dialogue, Mauritius Foreign Minister 
Dhananjay Ramful said that the “ideal of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace” has been 
negated and “war has come” to the ocean. 

                      ब      र       म र         द   म     न जय र मफ ऱ           “             
 प              गर        र  ”          गई    और “          गर    प     ग      ” 

 Mr. Ramful called the U.S.‟s sinking of the Iranian naval ship IRIS Dena, in which 100 sailors 

were killed in March, as “outrageous” and also expressed concern over retaliatory Iranian 
attacks using Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs) on the U.S.‟s Diego Garcia 
base on Mauritius‟s Chagos Islands. 

    र मफ ऱ            100                    ईर                 IRIS Dena     म  र      र  
  ब           “           ” ब     और   र                प म            र              य  ब   

पर म यम द र     ब  ऱ      म  इऱ  (IRBMs)    ईर       ब       पर                   
 “They might not have reached their target, but they have nonetheless breached our 

comfortable status quo. They have introduced in our region of the Indian Ocean an intent of 
aggression hitherto unknown,” Mr. Ramful added. 

    र मफ ऱ       , “               प               प        ,                 र     र              

                          गर        प               गई                           ” 
 According to the IORA charter, “bilateral and other issues likely to generate controversy and 

be an impediment to regional cooperation efforts will be excluded from deliberations”. 

 IORA     र         र, “       प    और                      प    र         और           ग 

   ब    ब         ,     र-         ब  र र       ग  ” 
 However, they will discuss the “socio-economic” impact of the conflict in talks on eight priority 

areas: maritime safety and security, trade and investment, fisheries management, 
disaster risk management, tourism, cultural exchanges, blue economy and women‟s 
economic empowerment, Mr. Ranjan said. 

        ,    र जन                             —  म      र  ,  य प र और  न   , म  य  ब  न, 
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 पद  ज   म  ब  न, पय  न,            द न- द न,  ऱ  इ  न म  और म  ऱ             

      र  — पर ब           र            “       -     ”      पर       र ग   
 “Without a doubt, any disruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy 

across the region. 

 “        ,    द म     र                      प र                   पर ग र       प  ग   
 The tourism sector is affected badly especially due to airline disruptions. 

        प              ओ     ब         र  प         ब र   र                 
 Fuel prices in many of our member countries have increased considerably, some have had to 

shut down offices and schools. 

    र   ई                                ब  गई    और                         ब    र   प       
 In the long term, inflation, agricultural output and productivity — impacted due to fertilizer 

shortages — will all hurt the region. 

               ग ई,        प    और   प      —       र                       — प र         
       प       ग   

 A big worry is that [due to the war] situations where fishermen are unable to go out to the sea 
for fishing will affect livelihoods,” Mr. Ranjan told The Hindu. 

    ब                  [          र ]     प र                  र               प             प  
र     ,                    र ग ,”    र जन    द    द          

 The IORA Summit in 2027 will mark the organisation‟s 30th anniversary, said Mr. Ranjan, 
adding that the last time such a summit had been held was in 2017, when Indonesia marked 
the IORA‟s 20th anniversary in Jakarta. 

    र जन           2027              IORA    र   म ऱन   ग      30                       र ग , 
और  प    ब र            2017    इ   न   य     र  ज         IORA    20       ग    पर        

     ग       
 In the run-up to that, India will host the Senior Officials Meeting, in June this year, while the 

IORA Council of Ministers would meet towards the end of 2026. 

      प      र                   नयर       रय     ब          ब     र ग ,  ब   IORA 

म   प र द    ब    2026             ग   

Series of meetings 

 ब            ऱ  

 The Indian Ocean Dialogue, which was a “track 1.5” conference for officials, academics and 
experts, co-hosted by the IORA and the Ministry of External Affairs and organised by the 
Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), will kick off a series of meetings expected over the 

coming year, as India seeks to recharge the IORA. 

 इ   यन   न   यऱ  ,          र  ,          और                “    1.5”          ,       
  -   ब    IORA और   द   म   ऱय                       इ   यन       ऱ ऑफ       फ य   
(ICWA)        ,                 ब                            र ग          र  IORA    
प         र            र र       

 The grouping was formed in 1997 with former South African leader Nelson Mandela amongst 

those leading it. 

            ग   1997           और               ओ                   प         न   न म   ऱ  
          

 However, the IORA has not received the relevance that other regional groupings have, such 
as the now-defunct SAARC, BIMSTEC, SCO or Quad, over three decades. 

        ,  प                IORA                                                       , 
 ब     ,       य                   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
8 

 In addition to its salience in India‟s MAHASAGAR maritime policy and Indo-Pacific strategy, 
the IORA is less contentious for India as Pakistan has never been admitted to its ranks. 

   र     म     र            और इ   -प    फ  र                           , IORA   र     
              प           प      न                            गई  

 Pakistan had requested membership in the early 2000s, but the fact that it refused to grant 
India “MFN status” for trade violated the IORA charter that calls for “sovereign equality” or 
equal treatment of all states, according to officials. 

       र           र, प           2000                              ग    ,         र     
   प र    “MFN     ”             र  र   IORA     र    “                ”                   

    
 The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) currently comprises 23 member states, 

including Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles, 
Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Yemen. 

 इ   यन   न  रम        न (IORA)              23                  ,       ऑ    ऱय , 
ब   ऱ द  ,   म र  ,     , भ र , इ   न   य ,  र न,    य , म       र, मऱ   य , म ऱद  , म र   , 

म ज   ब ,  म न,       ,      प र,   म  ऱय , द         ,   ऱ   ,   ज  नय ,    ऱ  ,   य     रब 

 म र   और यमन           

 
 

11M. Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties 

 भ र -द       रय  र   न    र   ब           ब  न  
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 Since establishing diplomatic relations in 1973, India and South Korea have maintained 
defence ties. 

 1973    र जन य    ब          प      ब     ,   र  और         र      र     ब       ब    र       
 Their first formal agreement, the 2005 MoU on Defence Industry and Logistics, promoted 

cooperation in production, research and development, and procurement. 

      प    औप   र        , 2005    र     य   और ऱ  ज      पर  म       पन (MoU), 

  प   ,                         र          ग    ब              
 Subsequently, they signed separate five-year memoranda of understanding on defence 

cooperation and defence research and development (R&D) in 2010. 

      प    ,        2010    र       ग     र                      (R&D) पर प    प   -     

 म       पन  पर      र      
 The first enabled exchanges of expertise, training, visits and joint exercises, while the second 

focused on emerging technologies such as marine, electronics, and intelligent systems 
through links between India‟s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

and the South Korean defence industry. 

 प                      ,      ,     ओ                           -            ब    , 
 ब      र       र     र    न     न               न (DRDO) और         र  ई र       ग    
ब     ब                     ,                ब                       र         ग     पर 
                 

 In 2015, the partnership was elevated to a Special Strategic Partnership. 

 2015   ,          र             म र      द र       र              ग    
 Furthermore, the 2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries Cooperation expanded 

engagements into key areas, such as land, naval, aero, and guided weapon systems, along 
with investments and technology transfer in India‟s defence industrial corridors. 

          र  , 2020    र     य     य   र  म प        ,        ,                       र 
                              ग         र     ,          र     र   औ    ग  ग    र           

और       ग         र        ब           
 A notable outcome of this partnership is the K9 Vajra-T self-propelled artillery system, 

manufactured in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and Hanwha Aerospace, South Korea 
under the „Make in India‟ initiative, whose success led to a follow-on production contract. 

          र                 प र    K9 Vajra-T   -   ऱ    प  न     ऱ    ,              

  र     ऱ   न          (L&T) और         र        न     यर  प      र  „म   इन इ   य ‟ प ऱ    
   ग        ग  ,                प र      प  ग       प       ब                    

The new platform 

 नय  म   

 On April 20, 2026, at the India-South Korea Summit between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Lee Jae Myung, a new defence innovation platform called the Korea-
India Defence Accelerator (KIND-X) was announced. 

 20     , 2026             नर   म द  और र   प   ऱ  ज   य       ब          भ र -द       रय  
   र   म ऱन       रय -भ र  र     र  (KIND-X)            र        र                 गई  

 As part of the Joint Strategic Vision, KIND-X aims to connect businesses, incubators, 

investors, defence start-ups, and universities from both sides. 

   य      म र             ग  , KIND-X                               ,      ब  र ,        , र   
     -                                  

 KIND-X is not a new model of cooperation for India. 

 KIND-X   र             ग      ई                   
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 It mirrors similar defence industrial innovation bridges with the United States under INDUS-X 
(India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem) and with France under FRIND-X (France-
India Defence Startup Excellence). 

            र        र          INDUS-X (India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem)     
            FRIND-X (France-India Defence Startup Excellence)       ग       प       र   
औ    ग       र                  

 There have also been suggestions to create an INDUS-X-like model with South Korea. 

         र             INDUS-X ज    म  ऱ                        ग      
 Drawing on these existing models, KIND-X is expected to be led by South Korea‟s Defense 

Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) and India‟s Defence Innovation 
Organisation (DIO). 

                       र पर, KIND-X                   र        फ        ज न     म 

   म न    न (DAPA)       र     र   न    र     न (DIO)    र               प        
 Both countries run defence innovation programmes to strengthen their defence start-up 

ecosystems, such as South Korea‟s specialised innovation enterprise system and India‟s 
Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX). 

           प   र        - प प  र                     र          र        र                

 र     ,              र                     र                  र     Innovations for 

Defence Excellence (iDEX) प    
 According to India‟s Ministry of External Affairs special briefing on April 20, 2024, KIND-X is 

expected to align with the 2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries Cooperation. 

   र       द   म   ऱय    20     , 2024               ग         र, KIND-X    2020    र   
  य     य   र  म प        प          प       गई     

What can be unlocked 

  य    भ  न      ऱ  ज          

 What can KIND-X unlock? 

 KIND-X    -                            ? 

 KIND-X can emerge as the “defence innovation bridge”, expanding defence R&D, 
innovation, co-development and co-production, involving startups, investors, universities, 
academia, and think tanks, essentially creating a joint defence innovation and industrial 
ecosystem from both countries. 

 KIND-X    “र   न    र     ”     प      र        ,    र    न     न           (R&D),      र, 
  -            -  प            र  र ग  और           -   ,       ,            ,         

                     ग ,                              र        र     औ    ग  प  र            

         ग   
 This may involve release of joint challenges and grants by DAPA and DIO for their respective 

startups to innovate defence technologies in the areas envisaged under the 2020 road map. 

      DAPA और DIO    र   प  - प        -                           और                  
                ,         2020    र    प    प र   प          र         ग             र  र 
     

 It may facilitate access to testing facilities through universities and laboratories in both 
countries, promote joint certification and standardisation processes, and support accelerator 
and incubator programmes connecting investors and innovators from both sides. 

                              और    ग    ओ              पर          ओ     प          ग  

ब          ,                        र       ओ     ब               ,             और 
                              र  र और      ब  र                   र          
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 It may also include workshops to help stakeholders navigate each other‟s markets and 
production systems. 

           र        -   र     ब   र  और   प                                                    
                     

 These workshops can address export control regimes, funding models for defence 

production, and intellectual property and licensing requirements related to technology transfer 
for co-production and co-development. 

                नय     नय     य      , र     प          प        ,       -  प    और   -

                 ग         र       ब     ब        प               ग        ओ  पर     र  र 
         

 An annual summit, similar to the INDUS-X summit, could convene high-level representatives 

from defence ministries, industry, universities, think tanks, and academia in Seoul, New Delhi, 
and other industrial hubs. 

 INDUS-X    र   म ऱन                      र                              ,       
     ,  ई               औ    ग          र          ,     ग ,             ,           और 
               -  र                       

 The KIND-X summit could also convene Track 1.5 dialogues to emphasise the strategic 

rationale for bilateral defence cooperation, foster networking, and periodically assess 
progress on deliverables under the initiative. 

 KIND-X    र            1.5     द               र        ,         प    र       ग    
    र          र                   ,        ग                             प         ग   

         ग         -    पर                   
 The success of KIND-X will depend on leveraging existing co-production ventures such as the 

K9 Vajra-T howitzers by L&T and Hanwha Aerospace to create templates for future 

defence projects. 

 KIND-X                   र   प र     ओ                      र        L&T और   न    
 यर  प      र         K9 Vajra-T      जर               -  प    प र     ओ      प  ग पर     र 
 र ग   

 It will connect South Korea‟s innovation clusters in Changwon, Daejeon, and Gumi with 
India‟s defence corridors in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh, and with aerospace hubs in 
Bengaluru, Chennai, and Hyderabad. 

            र            न,   यज न और   म            र     र       र       मऱन    और   र 
 द      र   ग    र      ब  ऱ  ,    न  और   दर ब द      र  प               ग   

 Involving major firms such as Hyundai, L&T, Tata Advanced Systems Limited, Mahindra, 
Bharat Forge, Hanwha, LIG, and Kangnam, alongside start-ups and R&D ecosystems, can 

further expand linkages. 

      , L&T,                      ऱ म   , म     , भ र  फ ज ,   न   , LIG और     न म           

  प             -                           प  र                          र           ब       
और           र             

As an innovation bridge 

    न    र          प म  

 The launch of KIND-X as a defence innovation bridge signals both governments‟ keenness to 
unlock their respective deep-tech innovation ecosystems to develop dual-use 
technologies. 

 र        र          प    KIND-X        र      ब                        र  र     - पय    
   य     य                 प  - प     प-    न    र प  र                       ओ              
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 With deepening ties across other strategic sectors such as shipbuilding, artificial 
intelligence, space, critical minerals, and semiconductors, KIND-X can complement and 

draw on convergences in these sectors for defence. 

 ज  ज  नम   ,     म ब    म  ,     र , म   प      नज       म                      र          
ग र         ब          , KIND-X र                                     ओ      प  ग और प र  

                     
 Aligning with India‟s Defence Forces Vision 2047 and South Korea‟s Defence Innovation 

4.0 strategy, and co-investing in emerging and future technologies will be key to making this 

initiative forward-looking. 

   र       फ   फ        न 2047             र        फ   इन    न 4.0 र न           प      
 र  , और   र                      ग                      र  ,    प        र    ब        
        ग   

 Potential areas under KIND-X include Artificial Intelligence platforms for military 

applications, autonomous weapon systems and robotics, joint development of satellites for 
space-based intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR), Space Situational 
Awareness (SSA), communication and navigation, critical mineral supply chains, and 

defence semiconductor fabs. 

 KIND-X       ग                              ग           म ब    म    ऱ  फ म ,            र 
             र ब     ,     र      र     फय ,  न र न           (ISR)         प              

     ,  प         नऱ    यरन   (SSA),     र         ग   ,     प          प                 
र            र                          

 Given both countries‟ growing defence exports, KIND-X can emerge as an important 
facilitator. 

              ब    र                       , KIND-X        प        ग          प      र          
 The onus is now upon both defence ministries to curate tangible deliverables under KIND-X, 

clarifying its steering template, funding mechanisms and areas of joint innovation. 

  ब                र           पर          KIND-X       ग        प                    र      
             पर   ,    प        और             र             प    र   

11M. At least 69 people killed after raids by militia 

at villages in DR Congo 

    र       म   म ऱ  य     र        पर  मऱ     ब द  म    
 म 69 ऱ       म   

 At least 69 people killed after raids by militia at villages in 
DR Congo. 

             र     र          ग     पर         ब            69 

ऱ              गई  
 A militia attack killed at least 69 people in Democratic 

Republic of Congo‟s Ituri province, sources said. 

              र,       ऱ           र  य    इ  र                      
                 69 ऱ     र  ग   

 Two ethnic groups — Hema and Lendu — have been locked in combat in the mineral-rich 

region. 

        प                        —   म  और ऱ    —  प                           
 Armed men linked to Codeco militia, which claims to support the Lendu, raided several 

villages, killing at least 69 people. 
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         म ऱ  य                 ग ,    ऱ              र            र     ,     ई ग     पर      
    ,                69 ऱ     र  ग   

 

GS Paper III: Economy 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11M CII says private sector capex grew by 67% in September 2025 

        न             बर 2025 म   नज         प  ज     यय 67% ब   
11M „Blend organic manure with fertilizers to cut costs‟ 

 „ऱ     म  रन      ऱ     र          ज       द  मऱ   ‟ 
11M Cost to access 

 प        ऱ    

 

 

11M. CII says private sector capex grew by 67% in September 2025 

        न             बर 2025 म   नज         प  ज     यय 67% ब   

 India‟s private sector capital expenditure grew 67% to ₹7.7 lakh crore in September 2025 in 

comparison to September 2024, according to data sourced by the industry body 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

     ग   ग     फ  र  न ऑफ इ   यन इ      (CII)    र                     र,   र              

   प    ग          बर 2024                 बर 2025    67% ब  र ₹7.7 ऱ    र      ग    
 This comes at a time when officials in the Finance Ministry have publicly lamented that the 

private sector is not investing enough. 

                       ब     म   ऱय          र                प                       प      

            र र       
 The CII also called on Indian industry to aid the economy during the ongoing West Asia 

crisis by cutting fuel usage over the next two quarters, providing MSMEs (Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises) a payment guarantee, and front-loading their capital investment plans 

for the current financial year, among other steps. 

 CII      र        ग                      र  प   म    य            र    ग                  
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     प  ग     र  ,  म   म  (   म, ऱ   और म यम   यम )      ग    ग र       र, और      
                  प   प                ओ      ग  ब   र                   र   

 “The 67% jump in private capex to ₹7.7 lakh crore is, by some distance, the most important 
signal yet that India‟s investment cycle has decisively turned,” Chandrajit Banerjee, director-
general of CII, said. 

 “     प    ग         67%             र ₹7.7 ऱ    र      प          ब       ब        ब   
    प                  र                       प    ब          ,”                     

   ज   बनज          
 “Manufacturing has committed close to ₹3.8 lakh crore, led by metals, automobiles and 

chemicals, while services have put in ₹3.1 lakh crore led by trading, communications and 

IT/ITeS.” 

 “   नम            ग ग ₹3.8 ऱ    र                  ब        ई   ,           ,      ब    

और र                ,  ब                  प र,     र और  ई  / ई  ई                ₹3.1 ऱ   

 र                    ” 

Difference of opinion 

 म भ द 

 Mr. Banerjee added that with capacity utilisation increasing to 75.6%, order books expanding 
at over 10% year-on-year and bank credit growth close to 14% in the second half of FY26, 

private enterprise is committing capital at scale, and across sectors, “in a manner not seen in 
well over a decade”. 

    ब              75.6%          प  ग ब   ,    र ब         - र-    10%               

और FY26       र           ब   ऋ         ग ग 14% र         र            ब   प      पर और 
               प            र र     , “     र                                           ग   ” 

 This data, however, is at odds with what the Central government seems to be observing. 

        ,                          ग            र  र                     
 Earlier this month, Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) V. Anantha Nageswaran pulled up the 

private sector for not investing enough. 

                      म  य        ऱ    र (CEA)   .  न    न     रन                प      

         र                        
 “Post Covid, if you look at BSE 500 or NSE 500 companies, corporate pro•ts grew at 30.8% 

per annum,” Mr. Nageswaran had noted while addressing the second annual Isaac Centre 
for Public Policy Growth Conference organised by Ashoka University on May 2. 

 “         ब        प ब     500     न    500   प            ,      प र       30.8%        
    र    ब  ,”      ग   र     2  ई                 य ऱय    र            र          इ       र 
फ र प  ऱ  प  ऱ                   ब      र            

 “But still, our overall capital formation rates from the private sector have been disappointing,” 
he said. 

 “        र                    प             र   र       र     ,”             
 “Corporates and the second or third generation entrepreneurs chose to accumulate those 

cash profits and probably set up family offices elsewhere rather than investing in real assets 
on the ground,” the CEA had added. 

          ग     , “  प र   और    र        र  प                                      र   और 
            और                 प   र       , ब         पर         प र  प              

 र      ” 

Fuel-related steps 

   न      ब      दम 
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 That said, the CII seems to be sufficiently buoyed by the investment data to call on the Indian 

private sector “to step forward and shoulder its share of the national burden during the 
ongoing period of global stress”. 

      ब     , CII                प                  ई         और        र                
“                               ग  ब  र र      ब       प          र        ”          

      
 Towards this, it recommended five steps that could be taken that would benefit the economy 

and the government‟s finances. 

           ,      प                               और  र  र                            

     र              
 The first step, it said, was for the ₹10 per litre Central excise cut on petrol and diesel to be 

progressively rolled back in tranches over six to nine months as crude prices stabilized. 

             प        प     और      पर ₹10     ऱ  र     य   प द                        

            र      पर                    र ब    र         प                   
 According to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, the Centre is foregoing about 

₹14,000 crore a month due to the excise duty cuts it implemented in March 2026. 

 प    ऱयम और             म   ऱय         र,      2026      ग    प                   र      

 र  र  ग ग ₹14,000  र       म      र         र       
 As its second step, the CII called on its member companies to commit to a 3-5% reduction in 

fuel and power consumption over the next two quarters through process optimisation, efficient 
logistics, fleet electrification and accelerated renewable power purchase agreements. 

    र          प   , CII     प          प                     ,               ,      

        र  और         र    ऊ     र                       ग                      और 
 ब     प     3-5%  म   र                

Domestic players 

  र ऱ    ऱ    

 “Larger member corporations could commit to a voluntary 45-day MSME payment 
guarantee, backed by aggressive use of the TReDS platform and supply-chain finance, to 

ease working capital pressure on small enterprises during this volatile period,” the industry 
body proposed as its third step. 

 “ब          प र     प                 पर         प         ब          र          45- द   य 

 म   म  भ    न   र                       ब      र        ,      TReDS  ऱ  फ म  और 
    ई-                     प  ग              ग ,”     ग   ग         र          प    
            

 The fourth measure Indian industry could take is to further ring-fence its supply chains and 
opt for deeper import substitution. 

   र        ग    र                            प    प           ओ     और   र     र       
                प   प                 

 As the fifth step, the CII called on industry to frontload FY27 investments in manufacturing, 

energy transition and digital infrastructure, exercise voluntary price restraint on essential 
inputs, and scale up internship intake over the next 12 months under the PM Internship 
Scheme. 

 प              प   , CII        ग    FY27            , ऊ    प र     और            र          

    ग  ब    ,         प   पर                     र    और  ग   12          प  म इ  न   प 

य जन                प intake ब                    
 “Taken together, these �ve suggestions could add up to industry‟s concrete partnership over 

to the government in recent memory,” Mr. Banerjee added. 
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 “            र,    प                         र  र            ग              र  प     ब  

       ,”    ब            

 

11M.  „Blend organic manure with fertilizers to cut costs‟ 

 „ऱ     म  रन      ऱ     र          ज       द  मऱ   ‟ 

 The Indian Biogas Association has called for 10% mandatory blending 
of fermented organic manure with chemical fertilizers by 2030, saying it can save 
$2 billion in imports annually. 

 इ   यन ब य            न    2030    र           र                              
10%   न  य   ऱ            ग      ,                      र             2  रब   ऱर    
ब               

 The IBA recently presented a White Paper on „FOM (fermented organic 
manure) feeds soil, soil feeds sustainability‟. 

   ब                „FOM (फरम     ऑ   न  म  य र) फ      इऱ,   इऱ फ    

    न  ब ऱ  ‟ पर         प              
 It outlined a comprehensive policy framework; the recommendation calls 

for integrating fermented organic manure into schemes, including the nutrient-
based subsidy framework, Soil Health Card scheme, and Paramparagat 
Krishi Vikas Yojana. 

            प      ग                   ग  ;      र                         
प   -    र              , म द       य      य जन , और पर पर               य जन  
                 ओ            र      ब       गई  
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11M. Cost to access 

 प        ऱ    

 The opportunity cost of accessing medical care 
remains high. 

             ओ     प           र   ग   ब        ब     ई     
 The Union Labour Ministry has announced that it will 

provide a free annual health check-up to workers aged 40 
years or more, following an existing provision in the new 
Labour Codes. 

     य  म म   ऱय                          म          (Labour 

Codes)                           र 40                      
                                        प     र  ग   

 The programme will be implemented through the 
Employees‟ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC). 

               म   र  र  य ब म   न म (ESIC)               ग  
        ग   

 For workers in hazardous conditions, such as handling 
toxic chemicals or operating heavy machinery, check-ups are 
mandatory; if illness is detected, ESIC hospitals and 
dispensaries will provide free treatment. 

   र    प र                 र             ,             र      
    ब     र             र      र           र                 
                          ग ;          ब   र     प          , 
   ESIC   प  ऱ और औ   ऱय          प  र       र ग   

 India already has a few workers‟ health obligations on 
paper, including under the Factories Act 1948 (only within 
factories), the ESI Act 1948, and the Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions (OSH) Code 2020. 

   र     प                            ब                       

        ,         र  न      नयम 1948 (       र           र), 
ESI     नयम 1948,      य     य    र  ,      य और   य  
प र     य   (OSH)        2020           

 The new programme will be financed through the well-
endowed ESI fund, although the government is still shoring up 
the number of beds and doctors available via PMJAY-
empanelled facilities. 

               प                   ESI                 
   प             ग ,          र  र        PMJAY-    ब   

                      प     ब  र  और                      
      र र       

 At this time, operational evidence suggests that insured workers will be the main 
beneficiaries. 

              ,             ब                             ब                                ग   
 Commendable though the initiative is, its success is not guaranteed. 

     प    प    र        ,   र                                 
 At present, only around 31 crore of 94 crore workers are on the e-Shram portal, whose 

integration with ESIC is still in its early stages in many States. 
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          , 94  र     म               ग ग 31  र       - म प   ऱ पर प         ,       ESIC    
        र              र          र                  

 Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya also failed to address how a woman working in a 

garment home unit or as a domestic worker could access the longer maternity leave if she 
has no „employer‟. 

         मन    म     य      प    र              र      प र    ग      ई        र        र    
   ग र     प          र             ,            ई „       ‟        ,             र         

                    र       र ग   
 Annual check-ups for women also warrant specific medical staff needs whereas many ESIC 

camps are crowded and dominated by men. 

      ओ                   पर                                                ,  ब        

ESIC     र             और प   -         
 As with many of its predecessors, the programme does not address the opportunity costs of 

accessing health care, forcing workers to continue contending with lost wages. 

  प   प                       ,                        ओ     प           र   ग       ब     

      र  ,                    र                      ग   र  र   प        
 An ESIC facility may also refer a worker to another centre if it lacks the resources for specific 

tests, leading to repeat visits and added time and cost. 

                                            ,      ई ESIC                   र                 , 
      ब र-ब र    -             र       और                प            

 The new programme focuses predominantly on non-communicable diseases such as 

diabetes and hypertension. 

     ई                र-    र  र                और     र    प पर           
 Heat-related illnesses are not explicitly recognised as occupational diseases under the ESI 

Act whereas construction and agriculture workers are most at risk of them. 

   म -  ब    ब म  रय     ESI     नयम       ग    प    प              र ग      प                
   गई   ,  ब          और                                                       र        

 Waste-pickers and sanitation workers on the other hand face greater risk of infectious 
diseases such as hepatitis and leptospirosis. 

    र  ओर,   र  ब नन    ऱ    म  और              प                  प  र                 

ब    र                           र       
 The scheme offers screening but does not mandate proactive vaccination. 

                               र     ,                 र                  ब      
 The government must meet workers where they are, through mobile occupational health 

units and — as the OSH Code 2020 stipulates for organised workers — at their places of 

work, and provide tokens to compensate them for time spent on check-ups. 

  र  र    म ब इऱ  य     य       य इ  इय                  —         OSH        2020 

  ग                       र   र      —               पर प     र              र        , और 
                               प                  प           प     र           

 Otherwise, any scheme of this nature will not improve upon the already deficient system. 

      ,       र      ई          प              प                  र       र प  ग   

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

11M Study reveals how psychedelics dissolve the brain‟s hierarchy 

   ययन    प    ऱ           इ     ऱ   म         पद न  म  य              म     र द    
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11M. Study reveals how psychedelics dissolve the brain‟s hierarchy 

   ययन    प    ऱ           इ     ऱ   म         पद न  म  य              म     र 
द        

 New neuroimaging research suggests that multiple psychedelics affect the brain in a 
similar way, revealing something like the „core signature‟ of the psychedelic experience. 

     य र इम  ज    न     न                             इ     ऱ                     र    
        र     ,                           „म  य      ‟                      प            
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 For decades, people using psychedelics have described a feeling where the line between 
„me‟ and the world vanishes. 

        ,   इ     ऱ       प  ग  र          ग                      र   र     ,       „म ‟ और 
    र    ब      र                      

 While it is clear these drugs cause intense shifts in vision and thought, scientists have 

struggled to pin down exactly what the brain is doing. 

     प     प                       और     र        प र       प    र     ,   र               

      प          र   र             र र                              र र       
 A new multi-centric study published in Nature Medicine on April 6 has suggested the 

answer is not found in a single centre such as the thalamus or amygdala but that it arises 

from a total reorganisation of how different brain areas talk to one another. 

 6         न  र म     न                 ब  -    य   ययन                            र      
      ,        ऱ म         म   ऱ ,         प        , ब          ब      प    प  ग         प   

                              ग   -   र                     र       
 To find a reliable pattern, researchers from Canada, the U.K., and the U.S. pooled 11 global 

datasets into a library of 500 fMRI scans — images that track changes in blood flow to show 

which parts of the brain are working. 

             प                 ,  न   , य न इ         म, और   य    र  य  म  र             ओ  
   11                         र 500 fMRI    न                 र      —            र        

             प र              र     ,                                       -     ग       र र   
    

 This included 267 people under the influence of LSD, psilocybin, DMT, mescaline or 
ayahuasca. 

      LSD,   इऱ   इ बन, DMT, म     ऱन       य                   र         267   ग       

    
 Previously, labs used software to clean data skewed by factors such as head moving during 

scanning, often producing contradictory results. 

 प      ,    ग             ग      र     र                र                              र      
           र     प  ग  र      ,              र        प र      प            

 To fix this, the team took the raw data and ran them through a single, common processing 
system to ensure they were comparing apples to apples for the first time. 

         र         ,                          और             ,           र           ग   र , 
     प    ब र                                       र पर        र र       

Chain of command 

  द       ऱ  

 The team had to figure out which brain changes were caused by the drugs and which were 
arbitrary differences between people or MRI machines. 

           प    ग             -   म      य प र   न    ओ       र    प          और    -   
  ग       MRI म  न     ब                र     

 Instead of the usual statistical methods, the team used Bayesian modelling. 

             य  य     य          पर,        ब य   यन म   ऱ       प  ग       
 It works like a fair judge who doesn‟t simply declare guilty or innocent: it says exactly how 

confident it is and automatically prefers results based on hundreds of volunteers than those 
based on a handful. 

          प               र        र     ,                                   र  , ब       
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   ब                प          पर                , और             प                    पर 
    र  प र             ग  -       ग  पर     र  प र                                    

 This let the researchers filter out the quirks and focus on the brain patterns that reliably 

appeared across every drug and lab. 

             ओ              ओ       ग  र   और    म      य प  न  पर             र      
           ,              और    ग                  प        ई      

 University of Ottawa neuroscientist Sergio Perez-Rosal said “moving away from 

overconfident „yes‟ or „no‟ claims towards a more nuanced, uncertainty-aware conclusion 
represents a rare kind of epistemic humility” — meaning the scientific honesty to admit 
exactly what we don‟t know, especially in the fledgling field of consciousness studies. 

              य ऱय       र            ज य  प र  -र  ऱ           “                प    „   ‟ 
   „    ‟                 र           और          -               ओर ब                र 
     नम म     म    न                ” —                      ई     र    ,               र 
                                          ,       र    न    ययन      र             

 To understand the findings, it helps to see the brain as a building with a strict chain of 
command. 

                                               र      प           प  ग    ,          र 
 द       ऱ           

 In our normal, everyday state, the brain has a hierarchy. 

    र                                     पद न  म  य              
 At the bottom are frontline workers, the brain regions that handle raw sensory input. 

  ब           र पर                         ,                                    द            
            

 At the top are the high-level managers — the parts of the brain responsible for abstract 
thought, memory, and our internal sense of self. 

  ब   ऊपर    र पर    -  र    ब            —                       ग     म        न,  म   , 

और    र      र     ब            र              
 Usually, these two groups don‟t talk to each other directly. 

         ,                -   र           प                र       
 They are separated by layers of filters that keep our raw senses from overwhelming our 

complex thoughts. 

      ब            र-  र        ,       र             ओ        र           र  पर              
र         

Change how information flows 

    न          म  प र   न 

 The analysis found that psychedelics essentially collapse this ladder, instead increasing 
cross-talk, i.e. the thinking regions and the sensory regions begin exchanging information 

directly. 

            प    ग        इ     ऱ              र                      र         और      
     पर पर पर     द    ब          ,            र  र            और                  प         ओ  
       -      र    ग       

 And this collapses the neural boundary that usually defines „you‟ as distinct from the world. 

 और                  म                  ,             „ प‟        र      ग प र       र       
 “What surprised us most is that psychedelics don‟t just affect specific spots, they change how 

information flows across the entire brain,” Manesh Girn, a neuroscientist at the University of 
California, San Francisco, and first author of the study, said. 
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                          ऱफ  न य         य ऱय,   न                र          मन     न     
   , “    ब           ब                      ,                                      ग  
                र  , ब       प र                              र       ब           ” 

 “The usual hierarchy between „high-level‟ thought and „bottom-up‟ perception starts to 
dissolve. Inner and outer experience begin to blur.” 

 “„   -  र  ‟     र और „        र‟               ब             प                         
 ग           र  और ब  र            ब         र        प     ग      ” 

 While in a normal state, the brain operates like a city of segregated neighborhoods, where 
signals stay in their own lanes and travel only along established routes, psychedelics dissolve 
these boundaries. 

                                 र     र        र     ,         ग-  ग प           ,      
       प         र      ओ     र       और          प    ग                       ,       
                   ओ            र          

 Dr. Girn said this is best described as a city where new, direct highways suddenly open up. 

   .  ग                       र     प     ब         र                 ,               और 
     र    ग               

 “This connects neighborhoods that usually you have to move through multiple smaller 
neighborhoods to get to,” he said. 

           , “               प                ,               प               ई     -             
   र ग  र   प       ” 

 “Now, you can get from A to C without needing to go through B.” 

 “ ब  प B    ग  र   ब        A    C    प             ” 

Out of ruts 

 ज  म न               ब  र 

 While the study offered the most robust map to date of the brain under psychedelics, 
Michiel van Elk, a cognitive psychologist at Leiden University said scientists must look 

closer at the tools used to draw it. 

     प              ब      इ     ऱ                         ब                     

       ,   र    ऱ   न        य ऱय                          म   ऱ   न               

                    र  र             प र      और      ग र ई    पर     र          
 He said psychedelics act on serotonin receptors, which naturally regulate the tension of 

blood vessels. 

                             र    नन  र       पर       र     ,              प    र         ओ     
                 र       

 Since fMRI tracks blood flow to guess where the brain is active, a drug that changes vessel 
tension could create a measurement artifact. 

       fMRI र                र              ग                       -     ग        , 
                 र         ओ             ब       ,       म पन          प    र          

 Without using other techniques beyond fMRI, he argued, it remains unclear if these new 
highways are a reliable signature of neuronal firing or simply a side effect of how the drugs 

affect our blood. 

                    fMRI        र                  प  ग      ब       प                   

            -  ग            य र          य                                     ब      
                          र  र             र         र       

 Beyond the laboratory, in clinics, where psychedelics have been gaining traction as a 
therapeutic intervention, this study provides a vital biological clue for why these drugs might 
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work as medicine. 

    ग        ब  र,              ,                            य      प     प             
      र र     ,             ब             प                      र                  औ       
 प                          

 Akanksha Dadlani, a psychiatrist at Stanford University, said the flattened hierarchy found 

in the scans could explain how psychedelics “loosen the rigid patterns of thought” seen in 
depression. 

    नफ           य ऱय                      ददऱ न                    प ई गई      

प                  प    र                            द        ई           “    र        र 
प                    र         ” 

 “By temporarily breaking down the brain‟s strict chain of command, the drugs may allow 
patients to step out of long-held mental ruts.” 

 “             र                        प        र,          र  ग        ब         ब   
           ओ     ब  र              र       र         ” 

„Powerful tool‟ 

 „      ऱ   प र ‟ 

 However, Dr. Dadlani and Professor Perez-Rosal both cautioned that a change in wiring is 
only a catalyst, not a magic bullet. 

        ,   .        और      र प र  -र                                     य जन  य        
प र                 र    ,   ई  म   र   म   न       

 The drug may physically open a door by rewiring the brain‟s shortcuts. 

                     र        -  ग     प  ग     र                     ग               
 Prof. Perez-Rosal added that the actual healing will depend on how that experience is 

integrated into the patient‟s life afterwards. 

      र प र  -र        ग                  प  र    ब   पर     र  र ग                 ब      
र ग                    र                      

 Matthew Wall, a neuroscientist and imaging expert at Imperial College London, said the 
real advance is that by unifying the most data to date, the study has established new 
baselines for how psychedelics trigger cross-talk. 

 इ प  रयऱ   ऱ ज ऱ दन       र                    ग        म  य    ऱ                    ग      

       ब        ब   ब                    र                                     र 
    प                               र पर पर       -    द          र       

 While the study used healthy volunteers, Dr. Wall said, “identifying this clear neural 
signature provides a solid foundation for understanding how psychedelic treatments may 

work in clinical practice.” 

     प                                प  ग      ग     ,   .           , “    प          
         प                                र       र                       र    
            प  र        र       र         ” 

 Ultimately, the study offers something more subtle than clinical promise: a rare glimpse into 
the mechanics of human awareness. 

      ,                               ओ                    ब          र     :        
म न  य    न                                

 For Dr. Girn, the work shows how psychedelics can be a “powerful perturbational tool” to 
break down the fundamental structures of experience, letting researchers understand how 
they are usually maintained. 

   .  ग           र,                                         र    “      ऱ   य   न  र  
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 प र ”     प                      र   ओ                ,              ओ                 
                                 र             र ब   र        

GS Paper III: Environment                 11 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     
11M What measures are needed to address Delhi‟s heat crisis? 

  द ऱ       प          नप न      ऱ    न  प य        य      ? 

 

11M. What measures are needed to address Delhi‟s heat crisis? 

  द ऱ       प          नप न      ऱ    न  प य        य      ? 

 What structural changes are required to reduce extreme heat? 

   य     म         र                र       प र                   ? 

 How can urban planning help? 

   र   नय जन        र         र        ? 

 Delhi and the NCR are facing longer and more intense heatwaves, with the city increasingly 

retaining heat even at night. 

  द ऱ  और र    य र ज  न      (NCR)        ब  और     ऱ       न              र र     ,      
  र  ब र         ग                  ब    र  र       

 Rapid urbanisation, concrete-heavy infrastructure, air conditioning, and shrinking green 
cover have turned the Urban Heat Island Effect into a deeper “heat re-trap”. 

         ब      र  र ,      -         र   ,  यर       न  ,                र          ब न     

 इऱ    भ      और ग र  “    र -  प”    प र       र          

Why is Delhi retaining heat? 

  द ऱ   म      य  बन   र  र     ? 

 This transformation is rooted in the city‟s material logic. 

    प र       र    भ       र न  म   य                  
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 Concrete, asphalt, steel, and glass dominate Delhi NCR‟s expansion. 

      ,   मर,    ऱ और            NCR         र पर          
 These materials absorb heat efficiently but release it slowly. 

    प     ग             प             र     ,             र -  र            
 Roads, rooftops, and facades accumulate heat through the day and emit it at night, delaying 

cooling. 

     ,     और         ब  र           र ग          र      और र                   र     , 
                      ब          

 Surface temperatures in dense areas reach 50-60°C on peak afternoons. 

               प र     र      पर        प    50-60°C    प              
 These surfaces act as reservoirs, keeping the surrounding air warm well into the night. 

         ऊ        र     र        र      और   प              र     र    ग   ब    र        
 The city, in effect, stores the sun. 

         ,   र         ऊ              र          
 Glass-heavy architecture in areas such as Gurgaon and Noida worsens the problem by 

allowing solar radiation indoors, increasing reliance on air conditioning rather than reducing 

heat. 

      म और न                      -   न       ऱ           और ब          ,            र 

    र                र       र          ,       ग              ब     यर       न   पर     र   
ब           

 Vehicular activity adds constant thermal input. 

          ग           ग   र   म य  ज         र        
 Corridors like NH-48 function as continuous heat sources, where engines and exhaust 

combine with heat-absorbing asphalt to create persistent hotspots. 

 NH-48        ग    र  र ऊ            प          र     ,           और                     ग  , 
ऊ             र           र            र       ग         प    र       

 Over time, these form into thermal corridors that reshape the city‟s microclimate. 

                 म य   ऱय र     प र                ,      र       म जऱ  य         ब            
 At the same time, Delhi struggles to release heat. 

       ,              ग      ब  र                         र       
 High-density construction and narrow streets restrict airflow, while traditional cooling features 

— courtyards, shaded pathways, ventilation corridors — have largely disappeared. 

                      और    र         य          ब      र     ,  ब   प र प र        

          —   ग ,       र   ग ,              ग    र  —  ग ग                   
 As a result, air stagnates and heat accumulates within the city‟s form. 

 प र      प,        र         और ग     र      र          र                     

How does cooling contribute to warming? 

    ऱन        र   प         ब       ? 

 While interiors are cooled, heat is expelled outdoors. 

  ब            र                   ,  ब ग      ब  र    ओर           र               
 In dense neighbourhoods, this raises ambient temperatures by 1-2°C. 

      ब                      प र    य   पम न     ग ग 1-2°C                      
 This produces a feedback loop: rising temperatures increase the demand for cooling, which 

in turn releases more heat outside. 

            प          प          : ब      प                ग ब       , और             
ब  र और      ग             
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 The city cools itself internally while warming externally. 

       र   र    र                  र     ,       ब  र       र     और      ग   ब            
 The energy burden is also significant. 

       ज   भ र               प        
 Delhi‟s peak electricity demand has crossed 8,000 MW during the summer, with cooling 

accounting for a significant share. 

 ग                                        ग 8,000 म                         ,             

   ब          र      
 Nationally, cooling demand is projected to grow nearly eightfold by 2050, increasing 

pressure on power systems and raising the risk of outages during extreme heat. 

 र        र पर,     2050       ऱन    म    ऱ भ       न  ब                ,              

        पर  ब   ब  ग  और        ग        र    ब    ब                      ब  ग   

How is heat affecting the economy and ecology? 

  म      य     और प  र                  र  भ      र र     ? 

 Factories and warehouses operate within specific temperature limits; excessive heat 

reduces efficiency and affects machinery. 

   र     और ग              पम न   म          र       र     ;        ग                   

 र                           र       
 Productivity declines by 2-3% for every degree rise above optimal levels, leading to delays 

and higher costs. 

  प       प                           पर   प          ग ग 2-3%     गर          ,       
  र  और   ग                    

 Supply chains are also slowing as transport hours shrink and storage conditions deteriorate.  

 प र             और     र  प र            बग         र   प        ऱ            प  र       
 At a broader level, India loses over $100 billion annually due to the decline in heat-related 

productivity. 

        र पर, ग        ब       प          गर         र    र            100  रब   ऱर         

                   
 Ecologically, the city has lost natural cooling systems. 

 प  र              ,   र     प              ऱन                
 Shrinking green cover, degraded wetlands, and the loss of the Yamuna floodplains have 

reduced evapotranspiration. 

            र     ,                  ,     यम न  ब   म द न                 प   ज न        र 
         

 Without vegetation and water bodies, Delhi‟s ability to regulate temperature has weakened. 

    प   और                                 प                र               र    गई     

What measures are needed to address the crisis? 

 इ           नप न      ऱ    न  प य        य      ? 

 Addressing this crisis requires structural change in how cities are built and managed. 

              प             र            और  ब        र         र न  म  प र   न           
 Materials must shift toward high-albedo surfaces, cool roofs, and reflective coatings. 

                     पर          ,   ऱ  फ,     पर                 ओर         र   र     ग   
 Buildings need insulation and passive design strategies like shading and cross-ventilation. 

           म -र  न             और    -               न   य   ज इन र न   य             
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 Urban planning must restore airflow through ventilation corridors and better street 

orientation. 

   र   नय जन             ग    र      ब   र                             य          
प       प   र     ग   

 Green and blue infrastructure — including urban forests, parks, and water bodies — must 

expand as essential cooling systems. 

   र  और न ऱ      र न      —         र    , प    और                   —          

                  प          र                   
 Reducing heat generated by human activity is equally important. 

 म न  य        य       प   ग          र                  प        
 Sustainable transport, electric mobility, and improved public transit can lower vehicular 

emissions. 

     प र  न, इऱ           ऱ  ,     ब   र     ज न  प र  न                                 

 र          
 Energy-efficient appliances and district cooling systems can reduce heat discharge. 

  ज  -   ऱ  प र       जऱ     ऱन     ऱय   ऊ                  र          
 Equally critical is social protection. 

   म  ज    र            प        प        
 Affordable housing upgrades, subsidised cooling, and community cooling centres are 

necessary to protect vulnerable populations during extreme heat. 

           य   नयन य जन   ,       य       ऱन,       म द  य     ऱन            ग      
  र              ब         र                    
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11M. Prevalence of fake currency still a reality post-demonetisation 

 न  ब द     ब द भ  न ऱ  म        म य  बन         

 Gujarat accounted for more than half the value of counterfeit currency seizures between 
2017 and 2024. 

 2017    2024    ब          गई न ऱ  म                                      र    जर      र    
 On November 8, 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the demonetisation of 

₹1,000 and ₹500 notes with immediate effect, stating that the move would serve as a major 
assault on black money, counterfeit currencies, and corruption. 

 8    बर 2016             नर   म द     ₹1,000 और ₹500                          न  ब द     
            और                    ऱ   न, न ऱ  म   ,           र             ब      र 
       ग   

 The days that followed the announcement saw public panic with long queues at ATMs and 
widespread economic disruption, particularly in the micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSME). 

             ब                ग        प   बर         गई, ATM    ब  र   ब     र   ग   और       

 प       म, ऱ       म यम   यम  (MSME)       प                  प     ई  
 While the jury is still out on the exercise‟s impact on eradicating black money and 

corruption, the latest „Crime in India‟ report of the National Crime Records Bureau 
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(NCRB) for 2024 shows that almost a decade later, the problem of fake currency still 

persists. 

     प   ऱ   न और       र           र   पर                      र                     
             ,   र    2024    र    य  पर    र      य र  (NCRB)           „  इम इन इ   य ‟ 
 रप                  ग ग        ब      न ऱ  म             ब     ई     

 According to the data, over ₹54.61 crore worth of fake currencies were seized from various 

States in India. 

               र,   र            र        ₹54.61  र                              ग   
 Currencies seized included about six lakh ₹500 notes and more than one lakh ₹2,000 notes 

— which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to withdraw from circulation in May 2023 
although it continues to remain a legal tender. 

        गई     ओ      ग ग    ऱ   ₹500    न   और    ऱ           ₹2,000    न            
—       भ र  य  र    ब   (RBI)     ई 2023              प                       ,     प    
           म    ब           

 Chart 1 shows the value of counterfeit Indian currency seized by authorities over the last 

decade. 

      1  प                    र      र         गई        र                               
 A total of ₹638 crore worth of fake currencies have been seized since 2017, the year after 

demonetisation. 

    ब        ग              2017     ब        ₹638  र                                          
 The value of counterfeit notes seized in 2024 was also the third highest since 2016. 

 2024           गई                   2016    ब         र   ब            
 In the year 2020, when COVID-19 broke out, seizures of ₹92 crore were seen. 

     2020   ,  ब COVID-19      र        ई,  ब ₹92  र                            गई  
 In 2022, two years after the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, counterfeit currencies valued at a 

whopping ₹382.6 crore were seized. 

 COVID-19      र                     ब  ,        2022   ,  ग ग ₹382.6  र                
              ग   

 Data also points to an increase in counterfeit currencies of ₹500 notes and ₹2,000 notes 
(Chart 2). 

                          ₹500    न    और ₹2,000    न       न ऱ  म                 ई    (     2)  
 The number of ₹500 notes seized by authorities in 2024 was almost four times the notes 

seized in 2016. 

 2024          र      र          ग  ₹500    न ऱ  न             2016              ग ग   र 
  न      

 The number of counterfeit ₹2,000 notes, introduced after demonetisation, increased almost 
twice than what it was in 2017. 

 न  ब द     ब     र      ग       ₹2,000    न             2017              ग ग द   न     गई  
 Besides the data recorded by the NCRB on seizures by law enforcement authorities, data 

from Parliament showed that more than 11 lakh counterfeit notes of varying 
denominations, valued at a total of ₹40.26 crore, were detected and reported after they 
entered the banking system in the five-year period between 2020-21 and 2024-25. 

   न न     न  ज   य     र       पर NCRB                 र  ,    द                   प   
       2020-21    2024-25    ब   प                               ग     11 ऱ           

न ऱ  न  ,                ₹40.26  र     , ब         ऱ           र      ब   प    ग  और  रप    
    ग   

 That is, an average of roughly two lakh counterfeit notes have been detected each year by 
the banks (Chart 3). 

       , ब       र         औ     ग ग द  ऱ   न ऱ  न       प    ग    ग   (     3)  
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 A denomination-wise break up of these notes implies that new currencies like ₹200 and 
₹500, which were reintroduced, are also being counterfeited (Chart 4). 

            म  य   -  र    ऱ                         प      र     गई  ई       ,      ₹200 और 
₹500,                 र      (     4)  

 More than four lakh ₹500 notes belonging to the new series printed after demonetisation 
made up about 37% of these notes. 

    ब       ब         न      ऱ       र ऱ           ₹500    न                    ग ग 37% 

          
 Close to three lakh ₹100 notes accounted for 26% of the counterfeits reported in banks. 

  ग ग   न ऱ   ₹100    न   ब        रप        ग               26%           
 A State-wise breakup of counterfeit notes seized shows that Gujarat accounted for the 

highest value of fake money seized between 2017 and 2024 (Chart 5). 

         ग  न ऱ  न       र  य  र    ऱ       प              2017    2024    ब          गई 

न ऱ  म        ब                      जर          र    (     5)  
 The value of fake currency seized in the State, valued at ₹355.72 crore, accounted for more 

than half of the value of all the seizures in the country during this period. 

 र              गई                   ₹355.72  र     ,                 र       र      ई     

                                      
 Maharashtra and Karnataka followed Gujarat, accounting for seizures of counterfeit 

currencies worth ₹100 crore and ₹50 crore respectively. 

 म  र    और  न     ग  र      ब        ₹100  र   और ₹50  र                                
     ग        पर र    

 Data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also showed that as of May this year, over 174 
billion notes were in circulation valued at a total of more than ₹42.12 lakh crore, an increase 
of about 137% compared to November 2016, when currency in circulation was valued at 
₹17.74 lakh crore. 

 भ र  य  र    ब   (RBI)                   प                  ई            174  रब         

न     ,                ₹42.12 ऱ    र             ,       बर 2016              ग ग 137% 

       ,  ब                      ₹17.74 ऱ    र       
 This indicates that the demonetisation exercise‟s other objective of bringing down currency 

transactions has also not had the desired impact. 

                     न  ब द    भय न                 ,        न द ऱ न-द न        र  ,    
 प            प         र      

 

 
 
 
 


