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11M | Laughter in the Bar: S-G launches books on comic tales from courts
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Curtain raiser

Workers set up a giant canvas of the official poster
featuring actors Geena Davis and Susan Sarandon
fromRidley Scott’s road movie Thelma

& Louise on the facade of the Festival palace before
the start of the 79th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
France, on Sunday. The world’s The most glamorous
film festival kicks off on Tuesday.

_ L e ===

Workers setup a the Davis and Susan Sarandon from Ridley Scott’s road movie Thelma
&Louise on f the Festival f the 79th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, France, on Sunday. The world's
most glamorous film festival kicks off on Tuesday. REUTERS
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Laughter in the Bar: S-G launches

books on comic tales from courts
L e R,

The Hindu Bureau
_ NEW DELHI

At the launch of two books
authored by Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta about
humour in the courtroom,
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant on Sunday said
the top law officer must
now turn his gaze to the In-
dian judicial system for his
third book.

The CJI said there was
“no dearth of comic tales
from our own region. In
fact, I am certain we have
enough material in Delhi it-
self to fill a library!”

The Chief Justice said he
would be more than happy
to contribute to such an ef-
fort as he would be less
tight-lipped after
retirement.

Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke at the launch of
the books titled The Bench,
The Bar and The Bizarre
and The Lawful and The
Awful, which was attended

Aithaor
Tushar Mehta
Salis it Conevad of fudia
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Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Home Minister Amit Shah at
the release of books by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta. @AMITSHAH/X

by Supreme Court and
High Court judges, law of-
ficers, senior advocates,
and others.

The CJI said he flipped
through the books and
wondered how Mr. Mehta
spared the time to write
amid his busy schedule.

“So 1 tried to solve this
mystery! I have two run-
ning theories. Either Tush-
ar Bhai has successfully pe-
titioned the Almighty for a
25th hour in the day and
kept that order strictly for

himself, or he has disco-
vered that the best time for
comedic writing is while
Court No. 1 is taking too
long to read a file during a
hearing. My money’s on
the latter!” the Chief Justice
said.

The CJI said the books
were replete with hilarious
anecdotes and incidents
Mr. Mehta had collected af-
ter raiding law libraries,
sifting through old case
files and digging out ob-
scure trial records that

“read more like sitcom
scripts  than  sombre
documents”.

“He presents baffled
witnesses, judges with a
flair for the dramatic, and
lawyers caught in the
crossfire of their own hys-
terical missteps... The
courtroom is  where
theatre meets law, and eve-
ryone has a starring role,”
the CJI said.

Chief Justice Kant lightly
remarked that Mr. Mehta’s
deliberate omission of the
Indian Bench from his
book was probably not just
editorial discretion, but ac-
tually his “heightened sur-
vival instinct”.

“You see, Tushar Bhai
knows that if he wrote
about our quirks, his next
‘mentioning’ would have
been outrightly rejected in
Court No. 1 [Chief Justice of
India’s courtroom] without
the scope of a review peti-
tion!” Chief Justice Kant
said.

11M. Laughter in the Bar: S-G launches books on comic tales from courts
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e At the launch of two books authored by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta about humour in
the courtroom, Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant on Sunday said the top law officer
must now turn his gaze to the Indian judicial system for his third book.

3feTere #H g X TR WHATAE STeAtel JUR Agal carT fordy 1 aT et & fadras i,
HRA & HET ARATRr (CJ1) FAHTA o TAdR T het fob oM Fafer TRy hl 317 37oeir ey
Qe o foIT R =g1fes JoTTell Y 3R &ATeT =7 =1 |

¢ Home Minister Amit Shah spoke at the launch of the books titled The Bench, The Bar and
The Bizarre and The Lawful and The Awful, which was attended by Supreme Court and
High Court judges, law officers, senior advocates, and others.

718 7t 31fAT AE A The Bench, The Bar and The Bizarre @T The Lawful and The Awful
AT P! & TR TARYE & Heleret faa, Fores qer & 3R g1é e & w=amaneher, fafy
31TOFRY, aRsa 3rfeaardr 3R 313 aer 3ufeya |
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The crumbling of Awadh
3qY & fa@war

11M

Fearing return to war, Iran conservationists shore up damaged heritage sites
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SPOTLIGHT
Mayank Kumar

Shahid Alam, 15, a Class 10
student, is worried. He
must pay 250 to his group
of street-cricket players to
buy a tennis ball. “This is
the second time the ball
has disappeared into the
jungle. We cannot go in-
side as it is locked,” says
Alam, who regularly plays
cricket on the uneven
ground outside the Imam-
bara Shah Najaf in Luck-
now. The jungle he is refer-
ring to is wild undergrowth
around Qadam Rasool, an
adjoining monument built
by Nasir-ud-Din Haidar, the
second King of Awadh. It
was built in the 19th centu-
ry on the banks of the
Gomti river and is now al-
most collapsing.

Vineet Kumar, a Luckna-
vi, who is taking a tour of
the Imambara Shah Najaf,
says, “There should be a
beautiful garden here. This
is the tragedy with Luck-
now, we are unable to save
monuments. Now children
are calling this historic
place a jungle.” The Imam-
bara was built by the first
king of Awadh, Ghazi-ud-
Din Haidar, who built itasa
token of his devotion to
Hazrat Ali, who was the
son-in-law of Prophet Mu-
hammad. It is a replica of
Hazrat Ali's shrine in Iraq.

A March 2026 report by
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General of India (CAG)
documented Uttar Pra-
desh’s Centrally protected

monuments (CPMs), those
sites under the jurisdiction
of the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASD). The re-
port for 2024 stated that of
487 CPMs in the State, 31
are untraceable, only 31
monuments  (6.4%) had
“proper ownership docu-
mentation”, and 96 monu-
ments were encroached
upon. There were also
(CMPs that were neglected,
many needing structural
alterations, and some bear-
ing the results of “inappro-
priate conservation work”.

Allahabad High Court la-
wyer Syed Mohammad
Haider Rizvi, who is also a
heritage enthusiast, says
many who work in conser-
vation are deeply con-
cerned. “The CAG report is
a formal indictment of in-
stitutional failure. Up to 31
monuments have simply
disappeared in U.P., and
yet the ASI continues to
carry them on its official
list. This means the go-
vernment agency entrust-
ed with our heritage can-
not even locate what it
claims to protect,” Rizvi
says. He adds that not hav-
ing ownership documents
is akin to a custodian who
holds no deed to the pro-
perty he guards.

Heritage groups are con-
sidering a mass awareness
campaign in addition to in-
tensifying judicial inter-
ventions. Rizvi has filed
public interest litigations
(PILs) in the High Court ov-
er encroachments on her-
itage sites, demanding
their removal.

Conservationists ~ feel

The crumbling of Awadh

A recent CAG report has drawn attention to many m

in Uttar Pradesh that have faced extensive encroachment. Heritage

conservationi:
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In need of care: Shops and eateries encroaching the Chota Imambara in Lucknow. SANDEEP SAXENA

that without a dedicated
initiative by the govern-
ment to protect and res-
tore sites, it may not just be
the monuments that are
lost, but in time, a whole
Awadhi culture.

The heritage crisis

Umakant Mishra, an Un-
nao resident, is writing let-
ters to authorities for re-
moval of trespassers at
monument sites in Luck-
now and Agra. He says the
fear among heritage pre-
servationists is “the quiet,
insidious practice of delist-
ing monuments” on

grounds of “ceasing to be
of national importance”.
“This has been used as a
tool to paper over failures
of protection when negli-
gence goes too far” he
says.

The monuments that
have been removed from
the protected list after
2024 include the Qadam
Rasul, Begum Kothi,
Imambada Ghulam Husain
Khan, and Chota Chhatar
Manzil of Lucknow, consi-
dered markers of Awadhi
civilisation.

There are instances of
government structures like

11M. The crumbling of Awadh
3raey & fa@Tar

hospitals, police stations,
municipal offices, schools,
and other departments es-
tablishing offices within
CPMs allegedly without le-
gal sanction or ASI author-
isation in multiple U.P.
districts.

“The old Rohilla Fort in
Saharanpur is under pos-
session of the district jail.
The Hussainabad i
in Lucknow has been en-
croached upon by eve-
ryone from the electricity
department to the Jal Ni-
gam, because it has no
boundary wall,” says
Mishra.

Similarly, at the protect-
ed monument at Bhana-
kaur Kund that has San-
skrit  inscriptions, in
Mathura, a small temple
has been constructed. Na-
gar Panchayat Barasana
had constructed structures
and toilet blocks in prohi-
bited and regulated areas,
says Mishra.

The CAG team noticed
during physical verifica-
tion in Rani Mahal of Jhan-
si, that ASI itself was not
complying with the provi-
sions. “The circle office of
the ASI Jhansi was located
in the centrally protected
monument. They carried
out changes to the struc-
ture of the monument: fit-
ting air conditioners, elec-
trical connections, and
water pipes. Toilets were
laid with ceramic tiles.
These changes were not
consistent with the original
character of these monu-
ments,” noted the CAG
report.

Encroachment galore

Heritage activists say in
Lucknow, the Tomb of Mo-
hammad Ali Shah (Chota
Imambara), declared a
protected monument by a
Gazette Notification as far
back as 1920, has had its
gates encroached upon by
shop owners. “The shops
were allocated by the over
200-year-old Hussainabad
and Allied Trust to locals in
Chota Imambara, but they
have sublet it to different
people in contravention of
the allotment conditions.
Those people have en-
croached upon common

areas too,” says Rizvi. The
Trust is the custodian of
Awadhi culture.

The Ancient Monu-
ments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act,
1958, prohibits any indivi-
dual from engaging in ac-
tivities that may damage a
protected heritage struc-
ture. Nor can any construc-
tion be undertaken within
the protected area.

Wahid Ahmed runs an

eatery within the Chota
Imambara complex. He
says his family has been
running the place for three
generations. He is unaware
that documentation is
needed to run his shop
there. “There are dozens
like me in this place;” he
says.
The ASI, iniits guidelines
issued in January 2005 re-
garding the use of specific
areas within protected
monuments, stated that
permission for organising
cultural programmes in
these areas may be granted
only if the local ASI circle is
completely assured that
the event will not result in
any harm to the
monument.

To protect the Diwan-e-
Aam at Agra Fort, the supe-
rintending archaeologist of
the Agra circle, requested
the Director General of ASI
in February 2023 to initiate
a structural analysis by a
qualified agency. They had
suggested that access to
this interior space in the
fort be restricted to visitors
under Rule 4 of the An-
cient Monuments and Ar-
chaeological Sites and Re-

mains Rules of 1959. There
was also a request to disal-
low large-scale events
within the monument’s

grounds.

The CAG audit noted
that permission was still
granted to hold a pro-
gramme commemorating
the birth anniversary of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj on February 19 2023,
set against the backdrop of
Diwan-e-Aam.

Demand for better laws
“The existing central fra-
mework is inadequate, un-
der-enforced, and plagued
by definitional gaps,” says
Rizvi. “We need a State
heritage law with clear
boundary demarcations,
mandatory digitisation ti-
melines, anti-encroach-
ment provisions  with
teeth, and citizen grie-
vance mechanisms,” he

The findings from the
CAG report revealed that
planning and documenta-
tion were inadequate, re-
sulting in fragmented and
incomplete conservation
efforts. It observed that the
A circles in U.P. had not
prepared any mid-term or
long-term plans for conser-
vation and preservation of
monuments. No SMPs
were prepared by the cir-
cles for conservation of
monuments.

The Lucknow Circle of
the ASI did not respond to
The Hindu's list of e-mailed
questions.

mayank.kumar
@thehindu.co.in

e Arecent CAG report has drawn attention to many monuments in Uttar Pradesh that have
faced extensive encroachment.

&TeT T CAG ROIE & 30T W2r & s TARST hT 31T &ATT TR N fhar §, S g 3ifashauT
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e  “This is the second time the ball has disappeared into the jungle. We cannot go inside as it is

locked,” says Alam, who regularly plays cricket on the uneven ground outside the Imambara
Shah Najaf in Lucknow.

“TE gAY IR § 19 g ST 7 T 7S §1 & e AL I Fhl FA ok 9E G 8, 3TAH Fgel &,
S WIS H SHTHETST AE AP F d16 F95-Wes Heel 9 Fafad &7 & fFde @ea g1

e The jungle he is referring to is wild undergrowth around Qadam Rasool, an adjoining
monument built by Nasir-ud-Din Haidar, the second King of Awadh.

oI SieTer T 9% a1 X T@T &, T6 FaH THA & HTHUTH T STell STSAT 8, S T & gER JaTl

ARAR-35-E1eT §&T SaRT ATHT Teh THIEY TAR g
e It was built in the 19th century on the banks of the Gomti river and is now almost collapsing.
Y 194 AATSST F MA 1Y & FohaTR TATT 3137 24T 3R 379 Tg AT &gt 1 AT HA &

e The Imambara was built by the first king of Awadh, Ghazi-ud-Din Haidar, who built it as a
token of his devotion to Hazrat Ali, who was the son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad.

$H SHTHATS & AATOT 3G & gl JToTT IMTol1-3G-81T §&X of AT 2T, Toiegiel 38 Yaier AlGFAG

& GIATG, goIld el & YTl 319el HEHT & Tclleh o &G H FeTarr T
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e A March 2026 report by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) documented
Uttar Pradesh’s Centrally protected monuments (CPMs), those sites under the jurisdiction of

the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

AT 2026 T AR & fATaF vd Agra@r qdaTs (CAG) FHr RO 7 3T 9w & Fdg Wiard

THARET (CPMs) T faaRoT feam arar, Sit AR [Ricea T&T0T (AS]) & SR & 7 31 B
e The report for 2024 stated that of 487 CPMs in the State, 31 are untraceable, only 31

monuments (6.4%) had “proper ownership documentation”, and 96 monuments were
encroached upon.

2024 & RAIE H &gl I7A7 foF TST & 487 CPMs & I 31 &l UdT T8 Il UT IgT &, hdol 31

TARI (6.4%) & 91 “3Id Ta1fdca g&arasr &, 3ﬂT96FHRHﬁqT34‘%W§31T 7|

o  “The CAG report is a formal indictment of institutional failure. Up to 31 monuments have
simply disappeared in U.P., and yet the ASI continues to carry them on its offcial list. This
means the government agency entrusted with our heritage cannot even locate what it claims
to protect,” Rizvi says.

“CAG RUIE HEATT fAhercll T JTarien RIT-T § | 30 TG 7 31 ofeh THRe IS & Teoh
g, ﬁwaﬁASBF%am?ﬁa{rfﬁa?rﬁasq—nﬁﬁwgum g1 31 & b gAY farad & 38T &1
IR T aTell TR TAT Tg o 18T SIeTdT for a8 foradhr i W 8, Rerdr segd g1

e The monuments that have been removed from the protected list after 2024 include the
Qadam Rasul, Begum Kothi, Imambada Ghulam Husain Khan, and Chota Chhatar
Manzil of Lucknow, considered markers of Awadhi civilisation.

2024 % §Te TRIE G A §IT T TARI H TGS & HH T, TIH HISY, FATHATST JeTH
gl @, R BYeT S AfSrer A &, fSiee sraeh wograr & gefish Al S|

Fearmg return to war, Iran conservationists shore up damaged heritage sites

TEHRAN

As fears of renewed con-
flict hang over Iran, con-
servationists are shoring
up battered historic sites
and taking stock of the
damage caused by the war
with the United States and
Israel, though experts
warn some repairs could
take years.

At Golestan Palace, a de-
fining cultural landmark in
central Tehran, shattered
mirrors, broken doors and
debris from ornate ceilings
now lie scattered across
parts of the site after shock-
waves from strikes on the
capital following the out-
break of conflict on Febru-
ary 28.

dence, known for its
sprawling gardens, pools
and royal halls, has been
listed as a UNESCO World
Heritage site since 2013.

The fragile truce in
place since April 8 has al-
lowed experts to begin
gauging the scale of the
damage, though the com-
plex remains closed to the
public.

“The damage has been
assessed at several levels,
but a more detailed spe-
cialised evaluation is still
underway,” Ali Omid Ali, a
restoration specialist and
head of the technical engi-
neering department at Gol-
estan Palace, told AFP.

For now, he said, teams
are focused on stabilising

damaged structures and
preventing further col-
lapse before broader re-
pair work can begin.

“We need a more stable
situation to start the resto-
ration process,” he said.

Initial estimates suggest
work at the site could cost
around $1.7  million,
though the figure could
rise following a full assess-
ment, he added, noting
that repairs could take
“two or more years”.

The palace, known for
blending 19th-century Per-
sian arts and architecture
with European styles and
motifs, is among at least
five UNESCO-listed sites
damaged during the con-
flict. “Fifty to 60% of its
doors and windows are

Priceless place: A visitor photographs the damaged interiors of
Golestan Palace, a UNESCO World Heritage site, in Tehran. AFp

broken,” Jabbar Avaj, di-
rector of the Golestan Pa-
lace museums, told the of-
ficial IRNA news agency.
The palace’s famed Mir-
ror Hall — known for shim-
mering mosaics covering
its ceilings and walls — and
the Marble Throne, a cere-

‘monial platform supported
by statues r

Sotoun Palace and the
Masjed-e Jame mosque in
Isfahan, as well as the pre-
historic sites of the Khorra-
mabad Valley.

Beyond the listed sites,
the war affected at least
140 culturally and histori-
cally significant locations
across Iran, according to
Hassan Fartousi, head of
Iran’s National Commis-
sion for UNESCO.

Among them are Teh-
ran’s Marble Palace, the
Teymounash house and
Pa-

mythical and rroyal sym
bols, were “seriously dam-
aged”, he said.

‘Shadow of war lingers’
Other affected UNESCO-
listed sites include Chehel

th
lace complex in northern
Tehran, a former royal resi-
dence set within a vast
park and home to several
museums.

“The shadow of war still
lingers over Iran’s sky, and

in this situation, we cannot
plan very well for restora-
tion,” Mr. Fartousi said.

While the ceasefire
since April 8 has largely
halted fighting in major ur-
ban centres housing cultu-
ral sites, sporadic clashes
have occurred in coastal
areas and Gulf waters, and
talks have so far failed to
produce a lasting
settlement.

Funding woes
Mr. Fartousi also worries
that even after repairs,
damaged heritage sites
may never recover their
original character, noting
the entire idea of cultural
heritage rests on “the con-
cept of originality”.

“Even if we do the resto-

ration with our great artists
and specialists in restora-
tion, where will the origi-
nality be?” he said.

Funding remains a ma-
jor challenge, with the Ira-
nian government yet to an-
nounce a  restoration
budget as it struggles to off-
set the impact of the war
and a US blockade that has
severely disrupted ex-
ports.

“Unfortunately, UNES-
CO and other international
organisations have limited
budget,” he said, adding
that negotiations were on-
going to secure support.

Asked about the overall
cost of restoring the dam-
aged sites, Mr. Fartousi
simply said: “All of them
are priceless.”

11M. Fearing return to war, Iran conservationists shore up damaged heritage

sites
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e As fears of renewed conflict hang over Iran, conservationists are shoring up battered historic
sites and taking stock of the damage caused by the war with the United States and Israel,
though experts warn some repairs could take years.
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At Golestan Palace, a defining cultural landmark in central Tehran, shattered mirrors, broken
doors and debris from ornate ceilings now lie scattered across parts of the site after
shockwaves from strikes on the capital following the outbreak of conflict on February 28.

FErg et U Fieg foie eRig MFAEeT Yo & 28 Teadl il oY & glet & a1 AT
TX ET gaell b Mehdd & g §U LT, aTfdarned axaret 3R Ataet Sl &1 At TRET # fo
RER]

The former royal residence, known for its sprawling gardens, pools and royal halls, has been
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site since 2013.

3791 FarRITe ST, arerat 3 2 glell & forw ufdeer 75 qd anér fare 2013 & Faem e
tRIET T F F9 7 FAhaey g

The palace, known for blending 19th-century Persian arts and architecture with European
styles and motifs, is among at least five UNESCO-listed sites damaged during the conflict.

19T FEY T HRE FT HR aREgFRT B JUNT AT R Tl & 1Y AT F & fAw
Qﬁayagﬂwﬁaéé?aﬁmaﬁawgumﬁwmm?ﬁmwﬁﬁgm%l
The palace’s famed Mirror Hall — known for shimmering mosaics coveringits ceilings and

walls — and the Marble Throne, a ceremonial platform supported by statues representing
mythical and royal symbols, were “seriously damaged”, he said.

3ogiet gl foh Agel & Iy fAR g, foradhr odl 3R §aRt W adAFeR Ats oo §, AR
AT YT, ST ARITOTeR 3R AT Tchiept arelt Hicrat & FATIT Ueh JHiaamies A9 g, ‘TR &I &
&fferred g v &

‘Shadow of war lingers’

ey 1 ora e oft aet gd

Other selected UNESCO-listed sites include Chehel Sotoun Palace and the Masjed-e
Jame mosque in Isfahan, as well as the prehistoric sites of the Khorramabad Valley.

3 FHITAT T e laay Toll 37 SERE &1 dgel AT Jorw, AfeTe-v-aIet Afdag, 3
BRATETE °TéY & YRITagias ¥ A &

Beyond the listed sites, the war affected at least 140 culturally and historically significant
locations across Iran, according to Hassan Fartousi, head of Iran’s National Commission for
UNESCO.

ST & YoiEehl TSI AT o THE g6 Bedfdll & ITAR, Felaee Tl & Irelldl e & X
T H A A HH 140 Wepias 3R Waefs w0 & Agcaqet wyat i genfad |

Among them are Tehran’s Marble Palace, the Teymourtash house and the sprawling
Saadabad Palace complex in northern Tehran, a former royal residence set within a vast
park and home to several museums.
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S. Korea welcomes rare baby bump as population dips
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S. Korea welcomes
rare baby bump

as population dips
S I: Society . ]

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

South Korea has one of the world’s lowest birth
rates, and the government has spent billions of
dollars trying to encourage citizens to have more
babies and cushion the worst impacts of a shrink-
ing population. The Asian nation is still nowhere
near reversing the trend, but a modest baby bump
has come after years of consistently low statistics
— even as experts disagree on the causes.

The nation’s fertility rate hit a record low in
2023 but has picked up since then, with the num-
ber of monthly births consistently rising com-
pared to the previous year. Nearly 23,000 babies
were born in February, the most for that month in
seven years, according to the Statistics Ministry.

The on-year growth o0f 13.6% was the highest for
any February since records began in 1981.

The uptick in births has tracked a similar,
though less even, rise in marriages going back to
mid-2022, official figures show. Kim Woo-jin, 33,
said vouchers she received from the government
had “played a significant role in alleviating the fi-
nancial burden” of pregnancy, childbirth and
child-rearing. She cited a payment of two million
won ($1,400) when her daughter was born, a one-
million-won voucher to cover maternity fees, and
subsidies for transport and post-natal care.

South Korea also pays parents a one-million-
won monthly allowance during the baby’s first
year, while other policies include low-interest
loans for young families buying homes, expanded
parental leave and subsidised fertility treatment.

For some couples, though, the incentives have
made little difference. “The issue is not merely a
matter of a few million won,” Kim Su-jin, 32, told
AFP, citing broader social ills like exorbitant tutor-
ing fees, widespread school bullying and the
threat of job losses due to artificial intelligence.

2022, offcial figures show.

11M. S. Korea welcomes rare baby bump as
population dips

FAHEAT g F e faror FINAT 7 gelor et
TH & T

e South Korea has one of the world’s lowest birth
rates, and the government has spent billions of dollars
trying to encourage citizens to have more babies and
cushion the worst impacts of a shrinking population.

efaror FIRET & gfoar i Gad A TTA T A A Th &,
IR TR A ARG &l 318 g YT ¥t & fov
AICHTTE el TUT Tl ST & TSH X Fe77at b
HH et & foIT IRET sTe @I fhU B

e The Asian nation is still nowhere near reversing
the trend, but a modest baby bump has come after

years of consistently low statistics — even as experts
disagree on the causes.

Ig Ui aer 378 o 58 ygfy &l oreat & e oTgT
q@%aﬁmmﬁﬁﬁwmimw
A Al T @ T THeT § — BTeiiTeh SHeb HROUM hl
oY I H ATHG g

e The nation’s fertility rate hit a record low in
2023 but has picked up since then, with the number of
monthly births consistently rising compared to the
previous year.

&1 Y grTeer 8T 2023 # RIS fAdrel AR & o5 a1 2,
oifeheT 3 STe $HH FUR EIT T, 3R A1RAh oAt Hr
TET R a¥ &1 Jofell 7 oRTaR 96 W ¢

¢ Nearly 23,000 babies were born in February,
the most for that month in seven years, according to the
Statistics Ministry.

HITEIRY HATTT oh ITAR, HIaLT H STe7T 23,000 et
T ST E3T, STt Aol A1t IS 7 37 FLIT T FGH D
3Rl &

e The on-year growth of 13.6% was the highest
for any February since records began in 1981.

13.6% T aTi¥eh gefe 1981 & ReHIS AYE &It & e fovelr
1 R AL BT Few 31T gefer ot

e The uptick in births has tracked a similar,
though less even, rise in marriages going back to mid-

3MTAHIRER ST o AR, el 7 Ag ey 2022 % ALY J [IaTet # g AAA, gTelifh HA

R, e & s dd g Bl

e Kim Woo-jin, 33, said vouchers she received from the government had “played a significant
role in alleviating the financial burden” of pregnancy, childbirth and child-rearing.

33 gty farer g-F3reT 1 gt fob TR & e ar3er o arstiaey, wraad AR st &l RaRer &

T et 1 it et 7 “Fgeayot sffHe e

e She cited a payment of two million won ($1,400) when her daughter was born, a one-
million-won voucher to cover maternity fees, and subsidies for transport and post-natal
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3egiel 3= 4T & Sied OX ffer 20 A &feT (1,400 STeR), ATed Yoeh & ToT 10 A aleT &
PR, 3R aRags T yHaR 2@ & fow afeus! #T 3o foham|

e South Korea also pays parents a one-million-won monthly allowance during the baby’s
first year, while other policies include low-interest loans for young families buying homes,
expanded parental leave and subsidised fertility treatment.

gfaor FIRAT 53 & ggel a¥ & gRIT ATT-FAdT F1 10 9@ aiet &1 AfAe 31 3 Sar g, SFafh
3= AT 7 o) Glest drel a1 TRaRT & ferw st s2reT arel 0T, faediiRd Algea-fged
37gh1er 3T T arell Yolelel 3UTR AT AfAeT &

e For some couples, though, the incentives have made little difference.
gTeliieh, o Gufcal & foIv geT Sicarg=T & Sgdl AT IR 7 TsT 8|

o “The issue is not merely a matter of a few million won,” Kim Su-jin, 32, told AFP, citing

broader social ills like exorbitant tutoring fees, widespread school bullying and the threat of
job losses due to artificial intelligence.

32 a¥iy e G-fa 3 AFP & g1, “Ig Heal shad $o [Afrde dlel A1 Agl §,” 3R 3egiel
3T TR B, Thell A I SR TUT FTHA FefAAT & FROT ABRAT & FhaTed &
AR STHT ST ATAT oI FATATT T Seoid fhaT|
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11M

Homogeneous accretion

AT AfAgefe

Homogeneous accretion

Vasudevan Mukunth

or years, scientists debated
F whether earth formed from the

materials available in its
neighbourhood or if its ingredients
included a significant mix of ‘pebbles’
from the outer solar system. According
to a new study in Nature Astronomy,
earth fed almost exclusively on materials
in the inner solar system.

The authors, from ETH Ziirich, analysed
10 sets of chemical ‘fingerprints’ left by
ancient stars on meteorites and rocky
materials. Scientists have typically only
looked at one or two of these systems at
a time, leading to conflicting results.

Some studies have suggested earth
was 6% outer solar system material
while others claimed it was as high as
40%. To resolve this, the authors of the
new study used a statistical method
called Bayesian latent factor analysis to
examine all 10 fingerprints together
across various meteorite groups and
planets.

The analysis revealed that earth’s
composition of isotopes lined up with
that of non-carbonaceous bodies in the
inner solar system. The alignment held
across all 10 fingerprints, suggesting
that earth’s building blocks were
consistent throughout its formation — a
process called homogeneous accretion.

The study also predicted that the
compositions of Mercury and Venus

An artistic rendition of earth forming in the early
solar system. IMAGE CREATED WITH CHATGPT

would follow the same chemical trend,
but with more extreme values due to
their distance from the sun. The finding
could simplify scientists’ understanding
of how planets form while also
suggesting the inner solar system was a

distinct, well-mixed reservoir of planets’

construction materials.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

11M. Homogeneous accretion

mtraiﬁaiﬁr

e For years, scientists debated whether Earth
formed from the materials available in its
neighbourhood or if its ingredients included a significant
mix of ‘pebbles’ from the outer solar system.

vl ek d2ATTeeh 38 STl TR §6H hd ¢ oh T gt &hr
foraToT 3ES 3T STerstr qeraif A g3 2T 3rerar 3H
STedr HRFHSE W 3T ‘Fehs-SH qardt 1 8 FHgeaqo!
fRrsroT enfarer am|

e According to a new study in Nature
Astronomy, Earth fed almost exclusively on
materials in the inner solar system.

AT TERNAH F JeRITRICT Ueh AV IETTA o 3TAR, g2t
o SaT$TaT qUIA: 3Tl Reh HRHSS 7 3TcTet qerdi & &1
39T fAHTOT R

e The authors, from ETH Zurich, analysed 10
sets of chemical ‘fingerprints’ left by ancient stars on
meteorites and rocky materials.

ETH SR & AMrehel13it o Soehifist 3R Aer gerf o grefer IR ggRT 81 97T 10 YR &
TarfAe ‘Rarfiew @1 fageror faa|

e Scientists have typically only looked at one or two of these systems at a time, leading to
conflicting results.
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Fanfaie HATTd: U GFT H hdd Tk IT &l YUTITOIAT T 37T ld 1§ &, ToTdeh SRUT
ﬁﬂmﬁqﬁmwgﬂ

Some studies have suggested Earth was 6% outer solar system material while others claimed
it was as high as 40%.

O YA o G 1T T g2t 7 argdl ARAs & gerdf i A 6% i, STafh 3=
3TETTAT F Tg 40% S IdTS IS |
To resolve this, the authors of the new study used a statistical method called Bayesian latent

factor analysis to examine all 10 fingerprints together across various meteorite groups and
planets.

54 fadTe &Y Ferstial & AT, 70 e & AMershcli3i = SARATT AT St freadwor s
AT fafer &7 39T Y gT fafdeet Seehiits Faggh 3T I1el 3 e 1w Felr 10 fhorfdied
T TG &G I q&T0T TR

The analysis revealed that Earth’s composition of isotopes lined up with that of non-
carbonaceous bodies in the inner solar system.

TEEOT & el =rell 1o G2l 1 FoedTiasd e 3R ANFse & IR-Hraegead st A
AT o TR AT |

The alignment held across all 10 fingerprints, suggesting that Earth’s building blocks were
consistent throughout its formation — a process called homogeneous accretion.

g FATA F3fY 10 THaRTSeH H Tt T, Forad Hehel feldr & o gl & fA#Tores it dea 36
T#TOT 1 GO Tfohar H TRHAT @ — S8 TishdT Sl T TR Her ST g |

The study also predicted that the compositions of Mercury and Venus would follow the same
chemical trend, but with more extreme values due to their distance from the sun.

TG A g 1 IeTATA ST o Fo 3R U AT hT AT o S A feien Tl T TR0
Wﬁ,ﬁﬁaﬁ@mﬁqﬂa?mmmmwml

The finding could simplify scientists’ understanding of how planets form while also suggesting
the inner solar system was a distinct, well-mixed reservoir of planets’ construction materials.

g Ashy T8t & AHATOT Y 9fhar ot THsTe & JATART T TETIT I T AT e & dAT T
Y Tohd ¢aT & T 31TaRes Tiese T8l & AR gerf 1 v fafrse 31k 3T avg fAfaa
SR T

GS Paper Il: Polity 11 May 2026
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11M | The insidious return of separate electorates

g faataes #wsal A Faeqor arod

11M | Governor’s role in government formation

IR TS A TUTe Y ${FAHT

11M | Al-enabled oversight layer for continuous electoral roll monitoring

ferateres AT A Fad IR &9 Al-TaTH gdqaTor yomelt
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The insidious return of separate electorates

ew communities would
have a greater right to
rue the ascendance of
Hindutva politics on the
national stage than the largest
minority of the country. However,
now it seems that all those who
believe in a pluralistic polity too
have grave cause for concern. It
stems from the results of the
Assam State Assembly elections.
Of the 102 members in the ruling
dispensation led by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), noneisa
Muslim. While this is unsettling, it
wasn't entirely unpredictable
considering that, for the past five
years, the Narendra Modi
government has had the dubious
distinction of not having a single
Muslim Minister, or even an MP at
the Centre. What is distressing
now is the stark communal
segregation in the State Assembly
of Assam. While the ruling party
has no space for the Muslims of
the State, who comprise 34% of
the population, the Opposition is
going in the opposite direction.
The leading Opposition party, the
Congress, has 19 MLAs in the
Assembly, 18 of whom are
Muslims. Throw in another
Muslim MLA of its ally, the Raijor
Dal, which has two members in
the House, besides two legislators
of the All India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF) and one from the
Trinamool Congress, and you have
a unique but disturbing spectacle
of only Hindu MLAs on the
treasury benches and the
Opposition space being almost
entirely occupied by Muslim
legislators, all 22 of them. To even
write about it seems ugly and
distressing but that’s the reality of
new India, from religion-specific
residential colonies in urban India
and ghettoes in other social spaces
to now, watertight segregation on
the lines of religion in a State
Assembly.

Dangerous precedent

For years we have heard, and
experienced, that it is no longer
possible, in most cases, for a
Muslim to win from a largely
Hindu-dominated constituency.

.
Ziya Us Salam

Muslims need a
voice, but the
voice has to
come from
across the
political
spectrum, not
confined to a
single party

For instance, in the general
elections of 2024, most of the
Muslim winning candidates of the
Samajwadi party did so from seats
with a sizeable Muslim population.
Add to that the BJP’s oft repeated
emphasis on the ‘winnability
factor’ for denying tickets to the
largest minority. Now it seems we
could be heading for the reverse.
Hindus could be choosing only
Hindu representatives. Worse,
many are beginning to choose
ones who are manifestly so.
Hence, the victory of many BJP
candidates riding to victory
fuelled by hate speech,
interspersed with visits to various
temples. Hindus choosing Hindus.
Muslim choosing Muslims. Parties
giving tickets keeping the
demographics in mind. These are
the new roadblocks for a nation
built on a common electorate
transcending religion.

This takes one’s mind back to
the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909
which introduced the concept of
the communal electorate. As the
British sought to quell the rising
tide of nationalism and the
demand for Swaraj (freedom),
seats were reserved on the lines of
religion for elections. While
thousands of Indians protested,
provincial elections based on
separate electorates continued till
the formation of the Constituent
Assembly.

In fact, the provincial elections
in 1946 were crucial as there were
talks of the forming of a
Constituent Assembly to frame the
Constitution of a nation which was
soon to be independent. At the
same time, there was an
increasingly vociferous demand
for a separate state of Pakistan by
the Muslim League.

Unsurprisingly but still
disturbingly, Muslims were asked
to vote for the Muslim League
because “a vote for the League
and Pakistan was a vote for Islam”.
The League’s fight with the
Congress was portrayed as a fight
between Islam and kufr
(non-belief). The lines of
communal othering were never
more distinct. Likewise, M.S.

11M. The insidious return of separate electorates

g fAatas Asal fr Fueqot arqdt

Golwalkar attacked nationalist
Indians for “hugging to our bosom
our most inveterate enemies
(Muslims) and thus endangering
our very existence.” To be a
nationalist, you had to be
anti-Muslim, such was the belief
among a section of right-wing
Hindus. Much like many
right-wing Muslims who equated a
vote for the Congress with a vote
against Islam. In the elections, the
Muslim League swept the Muslim
seats, winning 87% of them. The
Congress, supposedly a
representative of non-Muslims,
won 90% of the general
non-Muslim seats. The die was
cast. The League emerged as the
loudest Muslim voice. The
Congress of the others. Never
mind that Jinnah called Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan “an
adversary”, and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, the “showboy of the
Congress”. One knows what
happened the next year.

Beyond one’s own voice

The Assam Assembly results with
only Hindus in the ruling alliance
and almost only Muslims in the
Opposition fill all those sworn to
the idea of India with trepidation.
One cannot allow separate
electorates to be sneaked in in
disguise, delimitation or
otherwise. True, the BJP has
almost made it a policy decision to
marginalise Muslims in
representative politics but for the
Congress to be whittled down to
the position of being the sole
spokesperson of Muslims is both
unfair and incomprehensible. The
repeat drubbing of the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen in
Bengal and the extremely limited
success of Badruddin Ajmal in
Assam speaks of a community
looking for voices beyond its own.
Almost only Muslims in the
Opposition amounts to the
political ghettoisation of the
community. Muslims need a voice,
but the voice has to come from
across the political spectrum, not
confined to a single party.

ziyasalam@thehindu.co.in

Few communities would have a greater right to rue the ascendance of Hindutva politics on
the national stage than the largest minority of the country.

ORM & TH §3 HeTHETS THET H T A1 €1 ohall 31w THET T TET IR |

fégea Torelifer & 3¢7 W W sgerd et 1 ITRAFR BT

However, now it seems that all those who believe in a pluralistic polity too have grave cause

for concern.
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e 319 THT FelieT g1t & o Tgeremarel Tsreh s caaw # favara Y@= arer @it et & ara
& 378} AT &1 ROt B

It stems from the results of the Assam State Assembly elections.
Ig i 3w T fareerwsi gamat & gRom#AT & Scuea gich ¢ |

Of the 102 members in the ruling dispensation led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
none is a Muslim.

HRART SFTaT aTet (BJP) o aicjed dTel HATRG ITGaEle o 102 Hedl & & Teh ot HiEes 781 ¢

While this is unsettling, it wasn’t entirely unpredictable considering that, for the past five
years, the Narendra Modi government has had the dubious distinction of not having a single
Muslim Minister, or even an MP at the Centre.

eI Fg FRidreter ¢, fhe o I T e 39Tl 81 T, Fifer Aol aier ant & sy Ay
W & I I wieaer Feufa @ & o & 3 3we v o Afeaw 76 a1 wive =11 T
What is distressing now is the stark communal segregation in the State Assembly of Assam.

319 A 91T AT NS &, I8 HHA T [AUTHHAT 7 TISC e AT &

While the ruling party has no space for the Muslims of the State, who comprise 34% of the
population, the Opposition is going in the opposite direction.

STET HATEG Sof oh UIH U T 34% SIAHEAT aTel HAHTAT 3 TT i TUTA 7181 8, g1 [auat

faodra feem  sgar fewrs & @ i

The leading Opposition party, the Congress, has 19 MLAs in the Assembly, 18 of whom are
Muslims.

A&y fquel e FIAw & aererasn 7 19 fauges §, S & 18 Aaw £

Throw in another Muslim MLA of its ally, the Raijor Dal, which has two members in the
House, besides two legislators of the All India United Democratic Front (AIUDF) and one
from the Trinamool Congress, and you have a unique but disturbing spectacle of only Hindu
MLAs on the treasury benches and the Opposition space being almost entirely occupied by
Muslim legislators, all 22 of them.

S8 JHTARFA 3 TN ol TAAR & oh Teh Aol faemmeen, fordeh Heat # &1 4eed ¢,
T EY 3T 313 gases SARKRF e (AIUDF) & & faemaes 31K qorere w1 & e faumaes
I 515 &, A Teh AT fehe] FeicTSteteh g7 AIH AT &, ST61 Tl U&T 1 Hieh ) dhadl feg,
faemareh & 31 FraeT o1 T2TeT SamsiaT quieT: AR AUl — el 22 — F IRTEI T

To even write about it seems ugly and distressing but that’s the reality of new India, from

religion-specific residential colonies in urban India and ghettoes in other social spaces to now,
watertight segregation on the lines of religion in a State Assembly.

38 TR H forge il $&7 iR N Yclld 8T &, fohed TeT AT IR T I fashcT & —
L AR H er7-fafrse 3mard Srafaat 31 3eg arefors TUET 7 Ao F o 39
Ty TAUTTEHT 7 €H & TR I TOT JUFh0T Teh |

Dangerous precedent

GdeTh AdTer

For years we have heard, and experienced, that it is no longer possible, in most cases, for a
Muslim to win from a largely Hindu-dominated constituency.

avl & g4 Ig Geidl 3R 31egerd Xt 3TV § T rfRrehier Arevelt & fondlt #iTem sdigar & fow
HEA: g ager faTaet 817 & Sl @A AT 319 HHA e T§ I &

For instance, in the general elections of 2024, most of the Muslim winning candidates of the
Samajwadi Party did so from seats with a sizeable Muslim population.

3eTex0T & AT, 2024 & 3T Faaral & FATSTATET UTef o Jiferenier fasrt HiEes sealiear 3o
et A St STg1 HREore JHTETEY g2ied Tedm & o7
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Add to that the BJP’s oft repeated emphasis on the ‘winnability factor’ for denying tickets to
the largest minority.

38 A1Y BIP @RI Hel 93 Ieqd e FHer Hf feshe o & & v IR-aR ‘fasrr-araar
FR& (winnability factor) W f&T et arer SR 1 8 Sig &ifSv|

Now it seems we could be heading for the reverse.

379 QET Tl 81T & fob g1 38k faudicT feem & 3R sig W &l

Hindus could be choosing only Hindu representatives.

Rig o fig wfafaferd &1 9o Tt &1

Worse, many are beginning to choose ones who are manifestly so.

3R 8 FAcToreTah aTa 16 & o 3ieh T O SRl 1 gl ot € St et 1 & 319l et
qgTe Y Fe i A &

Hence, the victory of many BJP candidates riding to victory fuelled by hate speech,
interspersed with visits to various temples.

S HROT 3Heleh BIP SFHIGART T Sl gomede; svolt 3R fafdiet w3t & aRY & IRT g &
ATETH T T E3|

Hindus choosing Hindus.

feq, fegall 1 g w |

Muslim choosing Muslims.

HIETH, HHAATA I ol T 8 |

Parties giving tickets keeping the demographics in mind.

TN ST FTTHTRIHIT TIAT T &TeT H T@ fehe S WL 8

These are the new roadblocks for a nation built on a common electorate transcending
religion.

Y 3G IS & TIT AT 37aNY § THHT oAig & T FUX 35 Ueh TATT fAaTereh Aol X @Y IS
ot

This takes one’s mind back to the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 which introduced the
concept of the communal electorate.

I ff #eT Y 1909 & Aiel-fHeY JURT &1 3R & Sl 8, gl Averiaeh fovaTee #iser &
AR T JEI R 2|

As the British sought to quell the rising tide of nationalism and the demand for Swaraj
(freedom), seats were reserved on the lines of religion for elections.

Si9 Tfeer emae Irsgare i Jedr dge 3R FarsT (Fadar) T AT T Gl ST T HT IET T,
S goArat & &e o TR o AE IRTETT iy 18|

While thousands of Indians protested, provincial elections based on separate electorates
continued till the formation of the Constituent Assembly.

AT goTRT R =¥ SqehT TaRrer foham, T ot ges fovaTereh Al o MR Jidha g=ira
HFAUTT FHT & ST T ST TR

In fact, the provincial elections in 1946 were crucial as there were talks of the forming of a
Constituent Assembly to frame the Constitution of a nation which was soon to be
independent.

AREAd #, 1946 & Fich TeATd 3l HgeaquT & Fifeh <Mer € Tacis gt arel I[sg o faw
HiaeTe HTOT 8 WiaeTer @81 & oo oR =l =er W A

At the same time, there was an increasingly vociferous demand for a separate state of
Pakistan by the Muslim League.

38 G, AR T CarRT gUh Tvg TfHEATeT T AT TR 3o HER el o7 W |

Unsurprisingly but still disturbingly, Muslims were asked to vote for the Muslim League
because “a vote for the League and Pakistan was a vote for Islam”.
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eIty Ig IR 761 4T, FohY ot I8 FRiarsierer o1 fo HaerAe & Af¥esr der o1 die 2o &
oI g 31T Fifes “olieT 3R difehearer & fore fear amar aie, seam & fov fgar sraie g1

The League’s fight with the Congress was portrayed as a fight between Islam and kufr (non-
belief).

olreT 3R F1EAE & e FEy 1 sEATH 3R T (rFARaT) o o FEr o ®9 H e fohar I
The lines of communal othering were never more distinct.

eI fA3TeTeT T IWV sHY Tgel Sl Saeir TIse 78T AT

Likewise, M.S. Golwalkar attacked nationalist Indians for “hugging to our bosom our most
inveterate enemies (Muslims) and thus endangering our very existence.”

S IR, TH.TH. TMNeqeleh A IoATET HRAAT T HTeT=1 HI §U el o I “3He) o HgeX
%ﬁoraﬁ(ag?mﬂm"r)ﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁwg%ﬁtsﬂwmﬁmaﬁamﬁmr&%l”

To be a nationalist, you had to be anti-Muslim, such was the belief among a section of right-
wing Hindus.

ASCATEr Bt & ToIT FFECH- TR g1t 3aedres § — aferoraedy fig3it & Teh et # Tl o |

Much like many right-wing Muslims who equated a vote for the Congress with a vote against
Islam.

81k 3 PR S 3Heleh STAIOTTYT FHHT FIAT i e a1 dle S o fa%ets die Al
|

In the elections, the Muslim League swept the Muslim seats, winning 87% of them.

TeATat 7 HREET ofer A Fiees Wiet o iy s dred & 3R 3+73 & 87% HIE S off|

The Congress, supposedly a representative of non-Muslims, won 90% of the general non-
Muslim seats.

F1I, TS IR-FHHATAT 1 FTATAT AT ST AT, A AT IR-F R Wl 7§ 90% A
skl

The die was cast.

feufer forofieres g1 ot o

The League emerged as the loudest Muslim voice.

T T TR HRETH ITaTsT o §T H 33|

The Congress of the others.

3R A 37 THGT T IR Fefert 38R

Never mind that Jinnah called Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan “an adversary”, and Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, the “showboy of the Congress”.

g a2 $ AgTaglal gl 1T & FoieetT o Wt 3reqel AFHR QI ! “Hicleded!” TUT AT el
FoITH 3MTSIE T “FIHT FT TEATRRT A FaT AT
One knows what happened the next year.

SEh 37ITel Y T g3, g Tl St B

Beyond one’s own voice

39T TS § AP

The Assam Assembly results with only Hindus in the ruling alliance and almost only Muslims
in the Opposition fill all those sworn to the idea of India with trepidation.

IraH fauraws & IR, {518 Teee Toatr H shao fog IR auar 7 FrerT shael Hier
faemeres €, /IR & H{or 3raeaRon 7 fear ww@et arer @t Sl &1 meie & o) & ¢

One cannot allow separate electorates to be sneaked in disguise, delimitation or otherwise.
g fateas #sdl &1 fondr off &9 #, Trg aRAH & Aregd @ a1 3777 fondl ol 4, f&ae
OeT: TR glet T JeTATT 771 & ST Wehe |

True, the BJP has almost made it a policy decision to marginalise Muslims in representative
politics but for the Congress to be whittled down to the position of being the sole
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Ig Tcd & foh BIP o gfdfafeies Tstelfel & Faersr=il sl g1 ox STefel bt S1ams1aT afifeiar forofar
ST fOrT B, Tohec] T T shalof HACHTEA chT TehaTT Jaercll Safeh] 16 ST =araqot 3R qerer

AL

e The repeat drubbing of the All India Majlis-e-lttehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) in Bengal and
the extremely limited success of Badruddin Ajmal in Assam speaks of a community looking
for voices beyond its own.

SaTTer & 3iter 33T ASfAw-v-geeIge HREHAT (AIMIM) Y TR-IR 6T RIS TAT 30H H
TCTEENT HSTAS Y AT HTAT Tholdl T ATl & o TS 9=l & WAT3it & X 3rarsit

GRINETEGES]

e Almost only Muslims in the Opposition amounts to the political ghettoisation of the community.
TaaeT ¥ S1aTs1aT sharel HHFHATAL hT SUTEATA FHETT & ToTailfcieh ICEIRITT oh HHT ¢ |

e Muslims need a voice, but the voice has to come from across the political spectrum, not
confined to a single party.

AHAHATAT T FiATA T T AT &, fohe] dg TATST AsTeilicieh TG & caTeh X &
AT AR, o1 foh TRl Uah gt o WA =1 nfgu|

Governor’s role in govt. formation

What does Article 164(1) say about the appointment of the Chief Minister? When does the Governor use discretionary powers? Which commissions

recommended guidelines for government formation in a hung Assembly? Why has the conduct of Governors in hung Assemblies raised concerns?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:

he Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) secured 108 seats, 10
short of a majority, in the

recently concluded Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections. After hectic parleys
with smaller parties, letters of support
from 120 members were provided to the
Governor. The Governor then invited TVK
chief C. Joseph Vijay to form the
government, who was sworn in as Chief
Minister.

What are constitutional provisions?
Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides
that the Chief Minister of a State shall be
appointed by the Governor, while other
ministers shall be appointed by the
Governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister. When a single party secures a
clear majority in the Assembly, the
Governor invites the leader of that
legislative party to form the government.
If no party secures a majority, the
Governor exercises his/her discretion in
appointing the Chief Minister.

The Constitution does not prescribe
any criteria for selecting the Chief
Minister in the event of a hung Assembly.
The Sarkaria Commission (1987), followed
by the Punchhi Commission (2010),
recommended the manner in which the
Chief Minister may be appointed in case
no party enjoys a majority in the
A bly. The order of p e
indicated by these commissions is as
follows — first a pre-poll alliance that
enjoys majority; next the single largest
party staking a claim to form the
government with the support of others;
then a post-electoral coalition of parties,
with all partners in the coalition joining
the government; and finally, a
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post-electoral alliance with some parties
joining the government and the
remaining parties supporting the
government from outside.

What are the issues?

The recommendations of the above
commissions and conventions require
Governors to act in a bipartisan manner
while selecting the Chief Minister in a
hung Assembly. However, Governors
have, on numerous occasions, appointed
Chief Ministers without following any
particular order.

For instance, after the Assembly
elections in Goa (2017) and Manipur
(2017), the Governors invited BJP-led
post-poll alliances to form the
government, even though the Congress
had emerged as the single largest party.
These governments later proved their
majority in the Assembly. On the
contrary, in Karnataka (2018), the
Governor invited the BJP, as the single

B
Fresh start: Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlekar with Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay, on Sunday. pTi

largest party, to form the government
over a claim by the post-poll alliance of
Congress and Janata Dal (Secular). In
2019, the Governor of Maharashtra
appointed a BJP-led coalition government
when there was uncertainty as to whether
it enjoyed a majority. On both occasions,
the Chief Ministers had to resign as they
were unable to muster the required
majority.

Under the Constitution, the Governor
is the nominal head of the State executive
and possesses certain discretionary
powers in specific situations. The
discretion vested in the Governor to select
a Chief Minister in a hung Assembly is to
enable him/her to appoint a government
that would be stable and enjoy the
majority in the Assembly. However, the
conduct of Governors in several such
situations has raised concerns that they
often function more as agents of the
Union government than as impartial
constitutional heads of the States.

ias.
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What can be the way forward?

In the current situation in Tamil Nadu,
TVK was the only party to stake a claim to
form the government. The Governor’s
office indicated that, since the claim was a
post-poll alliance, it was essential to
validate whether the formation enjoyed
the majority support of 118 members.
However, the constitutional requirement
for a government is to have the support of
the majority of members present and
voting in the Assembly. The majority of
118 in the Tamil Nadu Assembly is based
on the full strength of the 234-member
Tamil Nadu Assembly and does not
account for possible abstentions during
the vote.

The Supreme Court in the S. R.
Bommai v. Union of India (1994) had
categorically held that the ‘floor of the
House’ is the constitutionally ordained
forum for testing the majority support
enjoyed by a government. This was
reiterated in the Rameshwar Prasad case
(2006).

The use of discretionary powers by the
Governors has been subject to various
court pronouncements. Nevertheless,
judicial differences in interpretation
resulted in inconsistent application of
these principles.

The recent Justice Kurian Joseph
Committee report on Union-State
relations, constituted by the earlier Tamil
Nadu government, recommended
incorporating a new schedule into the
Constitution to codify the rules governing
the Governor’s use of discretionary
powers. This may be considered to
provide a constitutional basis for the use
of such discretionary powers. It is
imperative that the Governors exercise
their discretionary powers in a bona fide
manner.

(Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. He currently
trains civil-service aspirants at ‘Officers IAS
Academy’. Views expressed are personal)

THE GIST

v

The Constitution allows t!
Governor to exercise disci
in appointing a Chief Mini
in a hung Assembly, but

differing interpretations a
past instances have raises
concerns over the imparti
of these discretionary pov

v

The Supreme Court has h
that the “floor of the Hou
the constitutionally ordai
forum to test majority sup
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Joseph Committee
recommended codifying 1
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11M. Governor’s role in government formation
TIFT TS A TSIT F AT

What does Article 164(1) say about the appointment of the Chief Minister?
BT 164(1) ATHA 1 [AgfFd & Taer & F471 hgcl 672
When does the Governor use discretionary powers?

TIIT 3191 FAAFIARR &7 JAT v A 82

Which commissions recommended guidelines for government formation in a hung
Assembly?

foheT I = Frery FarerTeTws & G a1a+T & v feem-fader gsme?
Why has the conduct of Governors in hung Assemblies raised concerns?
Preis Rremaraem 1 fEfar & Toadrelt & 3meroT = fiaT a4t Scea 6§72

The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) secured 108 seats, 10 short of a majority, in the
recently concluded Tamil Nadu Assembly elections.

mﬁﬁmg@ﬁwmaﬂﬁﬁaﬁmﬁm (TVK) & 108 ®IE gred i,
ST SEHT & 10 WS e |

After hectic parleys with smaller parties, letters of support from 120 members were provided
to the Governor.

B Eell & |1 Mgt ATA3 & ST 120 Feed! & FAYA 97 AsFdTer Y JEd fohT 1w

The Governor then invited TVK chief C. Joseph Vijay to form the government, who was
sworn in as Chief Minister.

38 STE TSIUTSl & TVK 9@ HY. S faSr ot TR ST & foIw A fonar, fSegia
HEIHA & T & ATY JG0T 6|

What are constitutional provisions?

" graHTe Far 82

Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides that the Chief Minister of a State shall be
appointed by the Governor, while other ministers shall be appointed by the Governor on the
advice of the Chief Minister.

HIAUT T HTTSE 164(1) Tg TG AT ¢ b fohell Ao & FEIHA F1 g o Tsadrer
AT T STEah, Siefeh 31 ATt T fAgferd TeadTel 2aRT FEIHA I Fellg TR I STwef|
When a single party secures a clear majority in the Assembly, the Governor invites the
leader of that legislative party to form the government.
mﬁéwmﬁwﬁma@amwaﬂ& T TSI 39 ol & AT I THR
FoTTet o foIT AT e £

If no party secures a majority, the Governor exercises his/her discretion in appointing the
Chief Minister.

afe; fepelr 87t &t T T dTedt e gietT, A AEAFAT B AgfFd 7 Teararer 3 Rrdefaer 1
TNIT FA B

The Constitution does not prescribe any criteria for selecting the Chief Minister in the event of
a hung Assembly.

Hiaer Frerg fRremaasm i Rufd & gegs & 936 & fov H18 AfRud Ares e =&t
|

The Sarkaria Commission (1987), followed by the Punchhi Commission (2010),
recommended the manner in which the Chief Minister may be appointed in case no party
enjoys a majority in the Assembly.

FIHTRAT AT (1987) AT 38 T, YT IANT (2010) o T FeAfey & Fyeezsw = i Fgfaa &
TfShaT TS, 1ol TRl &t T faeTeras it & qgaAd 9 T &l
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The order of preference indicated by these commissions is as follows — first a pre-poll
alliance that enjoys majority; next the single largest party staking a claim to form the
government with the support of others; then a post-electoral coalition of parties, with all
partners in the coalition joining the government; and finally, a post-electoral alliance with
some parties joining the government and the remaining parties supporting the government
from outside.

ST AT SaRT FSTAT ITAT YTATHHAT shad $H TR § — Tgeol 0T q&-faatae ssaa f5a
TgA 9T aY; 30 §1¢ 31 goll & GHIT ¥ TIHR a1TeT T S1aT FHled aTell aW F3Y qef; TR
v g g-fAaae s, 5w aaf aeaneh oo R 7 nfde gf; 31 3iad: var geg-faatas
T, TS0 6 ol THR H AMH g1 TUT AT el A1eX T FAGA &

What are the issues?
HET GATAN FAT 82

The recommendations of the above commissions and conventions require Governors to act in
a bipartisan manner while selecting the Chief Minister in a hung Assembly.

SORIeFT 3T hT FAHIRET 3R FHERT TORTT Fg 3TU&TT il & foh iy Fremmerws oy fewfar
HEIHA T T Fd THI Togarel farsaat va gfagelr gieeHior 3r=mg |

However, Governors have, on numerous occasions, appointed Chief Ministers without
following any particular order.

gTellTeh, 3feieh 3AERT I IsadTel A TRl AR YrafAehclr shet ot Urefet fohe far et
& fAgfFa Hr gl

For instance, after the Assembly elections in Goa (2017) and Manipur (2017), the Governors
invited BJP-led post-poll alliances to form the government, even though the Congress had
emerged as the single largest party.

3ETER0T & ToIT, AT (2017) 3R AT (2017) TAETTHAT FoATal & die; IsFaTell o HISTIT-Aefed
I T2T-fAaTae FsaU=T T TIEHR Tolel & TolT AT R, STafeh HIAT T I37 9IEF & §
H 39 T

These governments later proved their majority in the Assembly.

ST TR o T, H [T 3 3797 agarer Reer 3 feam|

On the contrary, in Karnataka (2018), the Governor invited the BJP, as the single largest

party, to form the government over a claim by the post-poll alliance of Congress and Janata
Dal (Secular).

$Hh T, Feftedh (2018) A IeTUT o A R ST ol (FFFer) & TT-fdTeeT Toaeret
& E1d & dTaole, HaH 93 &el & §9 3 HTISTIT h1 TR S04 & ToIw AT famam|

In 2019, the Governor of Maharashtra appointed a BJP-led coalition government when
there was uncertainty as to whether it enjoyed a majority.

2019 H HERTSE & ToqUTel «F T AT A HISTIT-A]ed qTell TS FIHR T gereT fohaT,
ST 38k TGH T AT AT AT

On both occasions, the Chief Ministers had to resign as they were unable to muster the
required majority.

Gt €1 TE IR ACIATIAN T SEADT GoAT IST FTeh I AT TEHA T H el I8 |
Under the Constitution, the Governor is the nominal head of the State executive and
possesses certain discretionary powers in specific situations.

HIAUT & AT AT o hT FIRAITABT T AHATT THE &Il ¢ AT fay aRFeuferdt &
T RAFUFR W@ 8|

The discretion vested in the Governor to select a Chief Minister in a hung Assembly is to
enable him/her to appoint a government that would be stable and enjoy the majority in the
Assembly.
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Pareiep ForerTerars #F ezl & Tt & ToaaTel 1 fera a1 g 38 3eged A & fh ag
mwﬁgﬁmw,ﬁ%mﬁamﬁnmﬂﬁagﬂawaﬁl

However, the conduct of Governors in several such situations has raised concerns that they
often function more as agents of the Union government than as impartial constitutional
heads of the States.

gTciiteh, THY 37eieh IRIEATATT 7 TsaaTel o TIROT o g AT 3ot T & foh I AT o foTsT&T
HALTTTeh GHE o Tl 3FH Hg THR & T A1e o T & R a7 8|

What can be the way forward?

T Y TE FAT &)Y el B2

In the current situation in Tamil Nadu, TVK was the only party to stake a claim to form the
government.

mﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwmwmwmmwwﬁwK ot

The Governor’s office indicated that, since the claim was a post-poll alliance, it was
essential to validate whether the formation enjoyed the majority support of 118 members.

TSIUTe AT o Hevel 13T o <Ufeh T gram ven qee-fovaeret arsaeret &1 o1, SHTAT I8
mmmewm%ﬁmﬁllsmwwmw%maﬁl

However, the constitutional requirement for a government is to have the support of the
majority of members present and voting in the Assembly.

gTelteh, fohdll TR & Tolv TaUTfeleh ATl I8 & Toh 34 [TUTATsT # 3UTeyd Ud AdenT
FTA AT HEEA| & TEA T FHALT T1eT &

The majority of 118 in the Tamil Nadu Assembly is based on the full strength of the 234-
member Assembly and does not account for possible abstentions during the vote.

AfReHATS fAToTesT 31 118 1 SEA 234 Wewdra farerrerers 1 quf Fear o 3menRRe & #R
SHH HeIeT o GRIeT I HeTafeufordl a1 Acder & faxa = 1 eyt st earet 7 =g w@r
AL

The Supreme Court inthe S. R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) case had categorically
held that the ‘floor of the House’ is the constitutionally ordained forum for testing the
majority support enjoyed by a government.

Hafed F AT o TH. AR SIFAS 917 AR 9 (1994) ATHCT H TISC ¥ H hgT 27 fh fondir
TR T AT TEAA THAT BT Qe & forw Fdenfae &7 & FAuiRa 7o weet 1 geer ¢
This was reiterated in the Rameshwar Prasad case (2006).

5 I T IS JHTE ATHT (2006) & YeT: 2TgrT 1|

The use of discretionary powers by the Governors has been subject to various court
pronouncements.

TsUTell ganT fadsfReRt & 3udier W) fafdes =fs faviy fw are €

Nevertheless, judicial differences in interpretation resulted in inconsistent application of these
principles.

6T o7, =anfren carea3it & fAeTaT & HROT 31 FAGHTA T JHSANaT 31T a7 B |

The recent Justice Kurian Joseph Committee report on Union-State relations, constituted
by the earlier Tamil Nadu government, recommended incorporating a new schedule into
the Constitution to codify the rules governing the Governor’s use of discretionary powers.

U4 ATAETS TR a7 1TSd Fg-Us gatt R giferan Famwfd $ s e afafa @
R & ToarTelt & fadamTieRT & 3udier I Ffd Fter arer st i @fgaeey 3 &g
HAUT H Teh 78 gt siisar i FAwier |
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Al-enabled oversight layer for continuous
electoral roll monitoring

SIR 20 exposed structural weaknesses in electoral roll revision processes; an Al-enabled oversight layer integrated with ECINet could continuously

monitor electoral operations, detect anomalies and discriminatory patterns in real time, and strengthen transparency, neutrality, and accountability

Rajeev Kumar

ithin 72 hours of the

recently concluded

Assembly elections, the

Election Commission (EC)
released detailed statistical reports and
index cards showcasing the capabilities of
ECINet, its digital electoral platform
formally launched in its full-fledged
professional version in January 2026.
However, during the special intensive
revision (SIR) for the same West Bengal
elections, the EC neither disclosed the
status of nearly 34 lakh appeals, including
seven lakh deletion appeals, pending
before the 19 Supreme Court-appointed
tribunals, nor released comparable
transparency reports, despite all relevant
information being readily available within
ECINet.

Reportedly, one tribunal headed by the
former Chief Justice of the Calcutta High
Court disposed of 1,777 appeals, allowing
all 1,717 citizen appeals for inclusion and
rejecting all 60 EC appeals for deletion.
Similar large-scale corrections may have
occurred before the other 18 tribunals. In
contrast, the EC reportedly included only
about 1,607 voters before polling. Such
selective disclosure and inconsistent
transparency raise serious questions
about the EC’s functioning, neutrality,
and suppression of equally significant
information that could potentially
influence electoral outcomes.

The absence of comparable
transparency and status disclosures for
SIR, despite reports of large-scale
discrepancies and disenfranchisement,
raises serious questions about selective
disclosure and institutional double
standards within the EC. As a
constitutional authority, the EC
commands the highest institutional
dignity and trust. Equally, it must remain
accountable, transparent, and open to
objective scrutiny, especially when
allegations of arbitrariness, bias, and
large-scale exclusion of genuine voters
emerge.

Against this backdrop, an independent
Al-enabled oversight layer integrated with
ECINet could continuously assess
electoral roll revision processes, including
neutrality, consistency, and procedural
arbitrariness. The proposed Al watchdog
framework is straightforward to
implement, with a foundational
operational model achievable within a
few months and capable of continuous
enhancement thereafter.

Failures in SIR 2.0
SIR 2.0 exposed unprecedented chaos
driven by ad hoc, ever-changing, an
subjective SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures) that reportedly excluded
millions of genuine voters from electoral
rolls and, in several cases, denied
candidature rights. What began as an
exercise to improve electoral accuracy by
removing ASDD (absentee, shifted,
duplicate, dead) entries and adding new
voters instead resulted in widespread
uncertainty, repeated verifications,
prolonged appeals, and allegations of
arbitrariness, discrimination, and bias.
The exercise relied heavily on
inaccurate, incomplete, and
non-searchable legacy SIR 2002-04
databases. Instead of correcting defects at
the source, the burden of proof was

Matter of concern: SIR 2.0 exposed unprecedented chaos driven by ad hoc, ever-changing, and
subjective SOPs that reportedly excluded millions of genuine voters from electoral rolls. ANI

shifted onto voters, forcing genuine
citizens to repeatedly establish their
eligibility despite long voting histories and
valid documents. The process was further
marked by uneven application of the
logical discrepancy criteria across regions
and voter groups, resulting in
non-uniform outcomes for similarly
situated voters. Minor mismatches in
names, ages, or family details often led to
exclusions, while opaque decision-making
and the absence of reasoned orders
fuelled allegations of arbitrariness and
algorithmic bias.

The consequences were most alarming
in West Bengal, where only about 1,600
inclusion appeals and merely six deletion
cases were reportedly disposed of before
polling, out of nearly 3.4 million pending
appeals, even though inclusion appeals
reportedly had a success rate exceeding
99%. Those excluded reportedly included
electoral officials and prospective
candidates. Notably, one such excluded
individual, later cleared for inclusion,
went on to be elected as an MLA.

In an unprecedented situation, 49
Assembly constituencies reportedly
recorded victory margins lower than the
number of voters awaiting disposal of
inclusion appeals. The apex court
observed that relief for many may come
only in future elections and that
post-election scrutiny may be necessary
in constituencies where victory margins
fall below the scale of discrepancies and

pending appeals, raising serious concerns
over electoral integrity and the possibility
of post-election chaos. The situation
reflects not merely administrative failure,
but a deeper crisis of credibility in the
electoral roll revision process itself.

These developments exposed deeper
structural weaknesses in electoral roll
management. They stood in sharp
contrast to the EC’s repeated
commitment to “ensuring free, fair,
transparent, accessible and peaceful
elections” and its assurance that “no
genuine voter is disenfranchised.”

More significantly, this occurred
despite ECINet reportedly being capable
of handling three crore hits per minute
and maintaining detailed operational data
for every voter and transaction. Yet
neutrality, consistency, and
accountability continued to depend
largely on opaque manual processes,
administrative discretion, and post-facto
correction. The SIR 2.0 experience,
therefore, underscored the urgent need
for a continuous, technology-driven
oversight mechanism capable of
monitoring processes, detecting
anomalies, assessing institutional
neutrality, and identifying discriminatory
patterns in real time.

Al oversight for ECINet

As Al increasingly powers governance and
large-scale public systems, electoral
management too requires intelligent,

continuously auditable oversight.
Embedding an Al-enabled watchdog
within ECINet offers a practical pathway
to build a neutrality-aware electoral roll
management system capable of
safeguarding democratic participation
and public trust.

Integrated directly with ECINet, the
proposed Al layer would function as a
continuous oversight and analytics
engine. It would monitor system usage,
track decision patterns, analyse
voter-official interactions, and generate
real-time indicators of neutrality,
consistency, efficiency, and citizen
satisfaction at booth, constituency,
district, and State levels. Unlike post-facto
reviews, it could continuously audit
electoral roll revision processes using
transactional and procedural data already
available within ECINet, enabling early
detection of irregularities before they
escalate into large-scale
disenfranchisement or administrative
crises.

The system could automatically flag
anomalies and discriminatory patterns,
including unusual spikes in deletions,
inconsistent application of SOPs, repeated
rejection trends linked to specific officials,
excessive grievance delays, abrupt policy
shifts, bias arising from logical
discrepancy filters, disproportionate
exclusions due to minor spelling or
family-data mismatches, and
concentrated deletions in specific regions,
castes, or communities. It could also
compare outcomes across regions to
identify differential treatment of similarly
placed voters and enforce consistency in
institutional communication by tracking
announcements, circulars, deadlines, SOP
revisions, and field instructions.

Further, continuous analysis of
bottlenecks, software glitches, verification
failures, grievance trends, and
operational inefficiencies could support
evidence-based refinement of SOPs,
replacing ad hoc administrative responses
with measurable corrective action. A
foundational operational version of such
an Al watchdog could be implemented
within a few months and continuously
enhanced thereafter.

Way forward

An Al-enabled watchdog integrated with
ECINet could continuously monitor
electoral operations, assess institutional
neutrality, detect anomalies and
discriminatory patterns, and flag
inconsistencies or shifting eligibility
criteria.

It could also standardise
announcements, deadlines, and
procedural updates, reducing confusion
and non-uniform implementation across
regions.

With ECINet already fully operational,
Al-driven oversight could make SIR
processes more transparent, neutral,
accountable, and citizen-centric.
Importantly, such a system would
strengthen — not replace — constitutional
authority through transparent audit trails,
fairness metrics, evidence-based
oversight, and measurable accountability,
while reducing arbitrariness, opacity, and
public distrust.

(Rajeev Kumar is a former Professor of
Computer Science at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST)
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11M. Al-enabled oversight layer for continuous electoral roll monitoring

ﬁaﬁwmﬁfrwﬁmﬁm-vﬂﬂmﬁmm

SIR 2.0 exposed structural weaknesses in electoral roll revision processes; an Al-enabled
oversight layer integrated with ECINet could continuously monitor electoral operations,
detect anomalies and discriminatory patterns in real time, and strengthen transparency,
neutrality, and accountability.

SIR 2.0 & T ATl JedaTor Sfshar AT TX=cAs Hesi 3T I 3R fRaT; ECINet &
A ThIGd Al-TETH TIIRTOT JoTTelt ToAralt Sfsharsit i TR Farmei o o ¢, adias
THY # TagaTicrat qur Hesraqol Yea i ggure s Fehcl ¢, IR TRERIdT, fsaetdn qur
STATICET T AT qell el &

Within 72 hours of the recently concluded Assembly elections, the Election Commission
(EC) released detailed statistical reports and index cards showcasing the capabilities of
ECINet, its digital electoral platform formally launched in its full-fledged professional version in
January 2026.

mﬁﬁmg@ﬁmgwﬁ?%?zdﬁaﬂﬂmmm(m)ﬁﬁwﬁm
R1E 3R S50 1S SR fovw, TaT# SietadY 2026 # U7 ATaaT s HEROT & &9 7 Hqaie
& Y ol fohT a0 38 f3fTee YaATdT He ECINet 31 &TAAHT 1 FefRie feham rm|

However, during the special intensive revision (SIR) for the same West Bengal elections,
the EC neither disclosed the status of nearly 34 lakh appeals, including seven lakh deletion
appeals, pending before the 19 Supreme Court-appointed tribunals, nor released
comparable transparency reports, despite all relevant information being readily available
within ECINet.

gleilfeh, 3T YTRTH FaTel TeATa o fIT fohT 91T feh a1t Gordiaror (SIR) & aRreT foveere 3t
A & A 19 afea sAraTey-fagFa sarnfason & Faet dfad oerster 34 are ardielt, o= a1
o fareiaer ardier enfdrer off, i Rrafer o1 gerrar frar 3R & & gereha urefRiar Ruie s 6,

Siafer Gafara @iy ST ECINet 3 39ofstr Y|

Reportedly, one tribunal headed by the former Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court
disposed of 1,777 appeals, allowing all 1,717 citizen appeals for inclusion and rejecting all
60 EC appeals for deletion.

RAIE & ITAR, FAHdl 3T ~ARATAT & T4 FET AT T ITETETAT qTel Teh =G TTRIhOT o
1,777 et &1 forverT fohar, forae anfder fohe Sire & @t 1,717 amrRe srdial 1 T
o aram 3R fareliaeT & fovaTeret 32T hr wefr 60 rdiell st 3rediehrt T feram I

Similar large-scale corrections may have occurred before the other 18 tribunals.

S YR & 93 VAT O GUR 312 18 SO & Taet o7 gU 8l Fehc! ¢

In contrast, the EC reportedly included only about 1,607 voters before polling.

g8 T, A ¥ qd faeret 3aer & AT & § dharel ofe18eT 1,607 HAGIATIHT 1 &1
SIECEERI]

Such selective disclosure and inconsistent transparency raise serious questions about the
EC’s functioning, neutrality, and suppression of equally significant information that could
potentially influence electoral outcomes.

S8 YehR T TqATCHS GATAT 3R 3T IRE I T Teret JeT hr shryorredy, feysaetar, qr
U Fgca ol FAATHT o ST IX IR & WS Il §, S YeATdl TRUTHAT Sl FeATTeIeT T Fehell
|

The absence of comparable transparency and status disclosures for SIR, despite reports of
large-scale discrepancies and disenfranchisement, raises serious questions about selective
disclosure and institutional double standards within the EC.

3 SoTer I RreTfort 3R AR & afea e St &1 Rte! & arasje SIR & wa & ot
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ARERICT 3R ATy Herel Gerrat o1 37877 fovaferet 3T oh $icR TetIcash FehdlentoT 3R

HEATITT gL AAGST I ITHR 92T 33T 7 |
e As aconstitutional authority, the EC commands the highest institutional dignity and trust.

Ueh Gatfa® YIRHI0T & &9 & Ao 39T Gafea GEAmera TRaAT 3R f3eara &1 37y 8|

e Equally, it must remain accountable, transparent, and open to objective scrutiny, especially
when allegations of arbitrariness, bias, and large-scale exclusion of genuine voters emerge.

3 YR, 3 STaTecE, TReRl 3R aEdierss S & forw geir i @i T1fe T, fqavet ae Ste
HAATAT, geTuTd 3R aEdides AdETansil & 93 YA 9T ISR & 3TRIT J1HsT 37T &

e Against this backdrop, an independent Al-enabled oversight layer integrated with ECINet
could continuously assess electoral roll revision processes, including neutrality, consistency,
and procedural arbitrariness.

58 Yso3{A A, ECINet o HIY Uehlhcl Teh TciT Al-HaTH TAQETOT WOl foidTeret aAraTeel
GANETOT TR T AR HedTehat X Hehell &, Torae TAST&TdT, GHITACT T TishalcHs
HAATAT AMTAT B

e The proposed Al watchdog framework is straightforward to implement, with a foundational
operational model achievable within a few months and capable of continuous enhancement
thereafter.

AT Al fRarett gtar o] e & @Xel &, foreent i aReres Aise $o & Jge o
AR TAT TFAT ST HehdT § TUT 30 91 U AT IoaAd THIAT ST FhaAT & |

Failures in SIR 2.0
SIR 2.0 &Y AFeam

e SIR 2.0 exposed unprecedented chaos driven by ad hoc, ever-changing, and subjective
SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures) that reportedly excluded millions of genuine voters
from electoral rolls and, in several cases, denied candidature rights.

SIR 2.0 5 T, TR Feercl 3R caiFdueh ATt FaTerel YfHAT3t (SOPs) & 3cteet 37T
3CTEAT T 3SRR fohdT, ToTaeh FRUT HIAT T T M@T IRATdH AT fAaTde ATATe &
IR 81 910 3R Fg AT H 3FHIGAR Fofol o ATUHR A 3 g 2 few 1|

o What began as an exercise to improve electoral accuracy by removing ASDD (absentee,
shifted, duplicate, dead) entries and adding new voters instead resulted in widespread
uncertainty, repeated verifications, prolonged appeals, and allegations of arbitrariness,
discrimination, and bias.

St afshar ASDD (3reTaferd, FUTAraRd, gftashe, ) TfafSeal I gerht duT T HAerdi3il S
STgehR AT AEHT T & 3T & IRH §$ 2, I AT T R, TR-IR T, ofely
37T GThAT3, TAT FAATT, HEHTT 3R T&TITd & 3RIGT H Sof TS|

e The exercise relied heavily on inaccurate, incomplete, and non-searchable legacy SIR 2002-
04 databases.

Ig gfohan caftiss &9 & Ffeqol, 3ol TUT TIeT A9 o gl aTel et SIR 2002-04 STERH T
s @

e Instead of correcting defects at the source, the burden of proof was shifted onto voters,
forcing genuine citizens to repeatedly establish their eligibility despite long voting histories
and valid documents.

T A I AT T YR & ST THATOT Tl A ohT R HAGIATHT R 3T ferm ara, foraay
ATECTdeh FARTIRET &l ol HAGTT ST 3R A eEATdT 81t o STaole SR-aN 379ei =l e
FLAT 3|

e The process was further marked by uneven application of the logical discrepancy criteria
across regions and voter groups, resulting in non-uniform outcomes for similarly situated
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voters.

I vk fafdesr 8137 3R Acterdr qag! # afde fawerfa AmEst & 3w gy & o
gsTTiad &1, foraes aRomaTasa gaer aREAfar arer #daerdansit & forv 3raansT aRkons g
3T

Minor mismatches in names, ages, or family details often led to exclusions, while opaque
decision-making and the absence of reasoned orders fuelled allegations of arbitrariness and
algorithmic bias.

AT, 31 37YaT AT Favolt 3 BIE-AE T & HROT AT HACIATHT I STET T
fem I, Stefeh raReelt fAoTa-gfshar 3R FRURgF el & 3781a & HAAG U7 TemREfAS
TETITe o 3TRIGT <l 3T o

The consequences were most alarming in West Bengal, where only about 1,600 inclusion
appeals and merely six deletion cases were reportedly disposed of before polling, out of
nearly 3.4 million pending appeals, even though inclusion appeals reportedly had a success
rate exceeding 99%.

Ty 7T TS afRas Faner 7 ST &Y [Ael, ST8T AdClT ¥ Ugel oI9TeTeT 34 o sifed rdiat
H T Shgel ST 1,600 FATAAST et 31X A1 o faeua arat 1 & AaerT fmar
STafoh GATAAT TGl ShT heldl X HIAT T T 99% I 31T oY)

Those excluded reportedly included electoral officials and prospective candidates.
HIAT T TR FohT a0 olent 7 faTaer srferY 2r Tenfad 3Ficar & enfae 2|

Notably, one such excluded individual, later cleared for inclusion, went on to be elected as an
MLA.

Ty &a &, ¥ €1 v cafed, S a1e & fFer iel i ITAf A, 3 Toe Ruras
(MLA)ﬁa‘ri%:?rg&m

In an unprecedented situation, 49 Assembly constituencies reportedly recorded victory
margins lower than the number of voters awaiting disposal of inclusion appeals.

Teh 378(cTd AT , iU & & 49 Rrererqe &=t 7 Siiay 7 37X 3o7 AdSTan3il Hr dear @
FH AT, [SeTehr AL 31dTel ofad |

The apex court observed that relief for many may come only in future elections and that post-
election scrutiny may be necessary in constituencies where victory margins fall below the
scale of discrepancies and pending appeals, raising serious concerns over electoral
integrity and the possibility of post-election chaos.

Hafed = arTerd & feoqolt i foh 3aieh SIaM oY G HeTdcT: HTAST oh eirdl 3 &1 Fer Feholl 3R
ToreT fovaTeret &¥at & Sl a1 3R fageTiarat quT difer el &t Tear & # &, T8l goi1d & oG
ST JHTaRT & Fehell &, FoIEd ToardY 3r@sdt 3R FATGIR HeTTEUT Y FHIGAT I I79R e
ELTE

The situation reflects not merely administrative failure, but a deeper crisis of credibility in the
electoral roll revision process itself.

Ig ey harel wRImATeYeh fatherc 1 w781, Sfoeh faieet ATATael gertaror Ffshar
fareaasTiaar & g e 1 o g2l g

These developments exposed deeper structural weaknesses in electoral roll management.
SoT T3 o fAaTesT ATATGe Yatre T T8 TATCHS el NAT hl 3SR fhaT|

They stood in sharp contrast to the EC’s repeated commitment to “ensuring free, fair,
transparent, accessible and peaceful elections” and its assurance that “no genuine voter is
disenfranchised.”

J geAC fodToret 3T Y “Fac, fosaer, aReel, gerst 3R Afaqel gara giaRad e &
IR-GR Y 918 FTATeerdr T “fadr off areafass Aderar a AdITUsR & 9fd o fow s &

3R & fesher Faudie ot

More significantly, this occurred despite ECINet reportedly being capable of handling three
crore hits per minute and maintaining detailed operational data for every voter and
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transaction.

wmmq\dag%ﬁm—gwmﬁuﬁﬁgm 9 AT T T ECINet 9T [HaTe e F0g
A Y T TUT Tcdeh HACIAT U Aef-&ef T Tl TRl 3T FRI&TT IW 7 Faie 7|

Yet neutrality, consistency, and accountability continued to depend largely on opaque manual
processes, administrative discretion, and post-facto correction.

T ot forsaeralr, HeTcdT 3R STaTecel FETd: IaReRl HAefarer yishamai, gemdf-e
ﬁémﬁar{amtram?rguﬁwﬁrska?ﬁqﬁl

The SIR 2.0 experience, therefore, underscored the urgent need for a continuous,
technology-driven oversight mechanism capable of monitoring processes, detecting
anomalies, assessing institutional neutrality, and identifying discriminatory patterns in real
time.

37eT: SIR 2.0 & eI o Teh Helcl, TeATIhT-3TenReT THAETOT T T cTeehiel JTARFHcIT i
@iferd fora, St Ifshar3it T IR T Toh, faTaTiarr ST IdT o191 Teh, TEATITA TASTETdT St
Heliehel Y Heh, TUT AT HAT H ASHTGYT Yot Y Igarel T Hab |

Al oversight for ECINet
ECINet & farw Al-3menfa gdaaror

As Al increasingly powers governance and large-scale public systems, electoral
management too requires intelligent, continuously auditable oversight.

SR-S18 FTAw Feftrerar (Al) arae 3R 3 AT Al I FEIfod e 7 Fgcaqot sgfHe
e T &, 34 JehR foraTarer garerer bt 8 e fRHTT T Fefel oIGr-ul1eToT 9y Ghaetor

3T &

Embedding an Al-enabled watchdog within ECINet offers a practical pathway to build a
neutrality-aware electoral roll management system capable of safeguarding democratic
participation and public trust.

ECINet & 31X Teh Al-HeTH fAIRTEAT a7 7 GfFafod wr v 0 fasgerar-aad faatas
ATHITN e aF & fAATOT &7 SATagTRe AT YeTeT adT g, St dliehdiiaes defiery 3R
STATALATH T I&TT hiet H T&TH &l

Integrated directly with ECINet, the proposed Al layer would function as a continuous
oversight and analytics engine.

ECINet & H1Y Jegel &9 U Uehlhcl g FETIdT Al TOT Teh Helel THET0T iR faLeIwor Sofet
& &9 H HR HA

It would monitor system usage, track decision patterns, analyse voter-official interactions, and
generate real-time indicators of neutrality, consistency, efficiency, and citizen satisfaction at
booth, constituency, district, and State levels.

TG TN o 3 39T 1 fAaRIe a6l fAot-ufshansit & deat @1 g el Aderar-sifsi
37T RT3t T faReor R, T gy, fodTe &1, fSrem 3R Te7 TR o) foAsaatdr, e,
ERTCT 3R ANTRE TS & arecideh THT Tehcleh Scot |

Unlike post-facto reviews, it could continuously audit electoral roll revision processes using
transactional and procedural data already available within ECINet, enabling early detection of

irregularities before they escalate into large-scale disenfranchisement or administrative crises.

qRITd WHIET & TAuId, T8 JoTell ECINet H Igol & 3TelsY old-cl Ud UishATcHS 3T I
3UGNT #eh TdTeeT AT JoAIETOT TThaT3it shr Hclcl oier-araToT Y Fehall, Torady
TAITATATSHT FF 93 YA R AR T dfad hT STt 372raT yemafes e 7 seole d ggel
REREIGIRCIRE T

The system could automatically flag anomalies and discriminatory patterns, including
unusual spikes in deletions, inconsistent application of SOPs, repeated rejection trends linked
to specific officials, excessive grievance delays, abrupt policy shifts, bias arising from logical
discrepancy filters, disproportionate exclusions due to minor spelling or family-data
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mismatches, and concentrated deletions in specific regions, castes, or communities.
Ig oIl TaaTfard &9 ¥ fraerfaa 31k sigsmaqut det &1 fafeed w @l o smme=a
w9 & ¢ g TAelaeT &Y, SOPs &7 33T 31e7orailer, faferse 3ot & 2 aR-aR 3rediepf &
T2, R fAaRer & srcafs faee, smamees Aifa aRade, arfée fagerfa Rt & 3cuea
TETYTC, AT 37T qTRETReh 37iehsT 3 A AT & HROT I IS, T fafrse e,
snfart ar wxert 7 Hfed faehaer enfdrer g1

e |t could also compare outcomes across regions to identify differential treatment of similarly

placed voters and enforce consistency in institutional communication by tracking
announcements, circulars, deadlines, SOP revisions, and field instructions.

Ig Taffieat &Y=t o TROTHAT T Jolell hteh TATT FUT arel HASTAT3 & WY T 7T e
IagR T ugareT d T Fahelt g1 wom3d, g9, FaT-HA3T, SOP F@ierEr 3R &R
forceit T o ok FEUTeTa FOR & gHTAar AT T Fameft|

e Further, continuous analysis of bottlenecks, software glitches, verification failures, grievance
trends, and operational inefficiencies could support evidence-based refinement of SOPs,
replacing ad hoc administrative responses with measurable corrective action.

3eTAAT3T T T TATUT SOPs & A1eg-3TeTRd GRSehor & Fgradl ¥ FeheT &, forad aed
e STt & TUTe IR AT URTcHS HIETS o] 1 ST Fehall|

e A foundational operational version of such an Al watchdog could be implemented within a
few months and continuously enhanced thereafter.

U Al FAaRTe & o1 TR TRETelet HERIUT e 1 HeTel 3 ofle] fehdT 51T Hehell & 3R 38h
1 38 AR 3t fondT ST FehdT B |

Way forward
3 Fr E

e An Al-enabled watchdog integrated with ECINet could continuously monitor electoral
operations, assess institutional neutrality, detect anomalies and discriminatory patterns, and
flag inconsistencies or shifting eligibility criteria.

ECINet & HTY Tehlehcl Ueh Al-HETH fATRTl T Ferdl Tfohanait At ol oty oY Tehelm &,
EATIC TASTETAT T JHTeholel Y Hehell &, TAFITAT TAT FETaqoT Yl T Tgelet Y Hehell ,
3R 3rEfAT 3UAT SEeId UTIAT ATAGST i Rfeed F AhdT

e |t could also standardise announcements, deadlines, and procedural updates, reducing
confusion and non-uniform implementation across regions.

I ENYOTI3AT, HHI-FATAT TUT FishATcHS HeTcall i 81 AleTehleped ol Hehell &, Torerdr fafdiet
&Yt 7 &9 3R AT TohITeadeT el gaT|

o With ECINet already fully operational, Al-driven oversight could make SIR processes more
transparent, neutral, accountable, and citizen-centric.

Hfeh ECINet gel & 90T &9 & Ferfeid &, 3afav Al-3menfa gdderor SIR wfdwamsit & siftes
areel, forsuet, STareee 3R AFTRe-hic el HehcT &

e Importantly, such a system would strengthen — not replace — constitutional authority
through transparent audit trails, fairness metrics, evidence-based oversight, and measurable
accountability, while reducing arbitrariness, opacity, and public distrust.

FEcaqul & &, W yotrel waenfas wrftraor sl gfaeanfia @6t #f, afes areslt iifse o,
fASTeTar ATIES, TeT-3TeTRd JAIETOT JUT ATYAT STaTacel & AETH ¥ 39 3T aead
FATTIHY, AT & AFATAT, JIRGTRIAT 3R STA-31T2ar T F HoT M|
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13 e 7 FATARAT garT arvat 9x gwat & a1g w5 & F 69 vt Fr Al
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HRa-PfeTe gasttar gare sTRAET Y 3r9el S TSt 1 9ar dae H A FN. FTIAF

India-Trinidad pact to help diaspora
trace ancestral roots: Jaishankar

Press Trust of India
PORT OF SPAIN

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said here on
Sunday that an archival
cooperation  agreement
between India and Trini-
dad and Tobago would
help members of the In-
dian diaspora trace their
ancestral roots and recon-
nect with families, as he
underlined New Delhi’s ef-
forts to preserve the legacy
of the Girmitya
community.

Girmitya refers to In-
dian indentured labourers
transported by the British
to colonies in Fiji, South
Africa, Mauritius, and the
Caribbean between the
19th and early 20th centu-
ries. Addressing a gather-
ing at the historic Nelson
Island on Saturday, Mr.
Jaishankar recalled the ar-

11M. India-Trinidad pact to help diaspora trace ancestral roots: Jaishankar

HRa-Pfeere gasilar yard st w1 3raslt 3 St 71 aar derme #F Feg Fm:

TAAFT

PORT OF SPAIN

J The Indian Diaspora in Tri

Warmly Welcol

Union Minister S Jaishankar interacts with the Indian diaspora of
Trinidad and Tobago in Port of Spain on Sunday. PTi

rival of the first Indian in-
dentured labourers in Tri-
nidad and Tobago 180
years ago. He paid tribute
to their “fortitude, deter-
mination and resolve” in
building new lives under
difficult circumstances.

He said the immigrants
had carried with them
their traditions, faith and

way of life, adding that it
was fitting for such history
to be preserved as a herit-
age site.

Mr. Jaishankar said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attached high impor-
tance to creating a data-
base of the Girmitya com-
munity and conducting
research on its legacy.

He said India was work-
ing towards establishing a
dedicated Girmitya Studies
Centre on Mr. Modi’s
directions.

Referring to a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) signed between the
National Archives of India
and Trinidad and Tobago,
Mr. Jaishankar said he
hoped the agreement
would help many people in
the Caribbean nation in
“tracing their ancestral
roots and reconnecting
with their families in
India”.

He also noted that the
Indian High Commission
in Trinidad and Tobago
was receiving a growing
number of applications for
Overseas Citizenship of In-
dia (OCI) cards after Mr.
Modi announced the ex-
tension of OCI eligibility up
to the sixth generation.
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said here on Sunday that an archival cooperation
agreement between India and Trinidad and Tobago would help members of the Indian
diaspora trace their ancestral roots and reconnect with families, as he underlined New Delhi’'s
efforts to preserve the legacy of the Girmitya community.

ger 7=l v, ST A IFAR Y T8 FET F AR 3R RAfAee g dda & S srfe
TEAIT AT AR AR THETT & TEEAT T 391 Yceh ST T Il ofaTlet IR TRaRT &
TeT: 5o 3 HEG FHY, WY 81 3oeie ARIATAT wogarar &1 fawred I Taa et & fov 718
ool & yrarat &t Y@ifehd foma|

Gurmiya refers to Indian indentured labourers transported by the British to colonies in Fiji,
South Africa, Mauritius, and the Caribbean between the 19th and early 20th centuries.

FRfATEAT 357 sy Sey31 HsTel 1 gl ST & foiee farfeer emeeT gary 194t 3R 208 T
grReT F fpaft, efaror snfier, AT 3k FAaTa Hr 3ufAaelt & S arar an)

Addressing a gathering at the historic Nelson Island on Saturday, Mr. Jaishankar recalled the
arrival of the first Indian indentured labourers in Trinidad and Tobago 180 years ago.

AR P AFETTA steder g IX Th HHT hT HNFE I §U AN STRIAT ¥ 180 I gl
ffaere va e & ggel sRCART T3 ATl & HTITHT I ITe; foha

He paid tribute to their “fortitude, determination and resolve” in building new lives under
die cult circumstances.

3glel ioe TRICATIT 7 7127 Shaet T=11et & foIT 37 “WIGH, g WFHeq 3R FFeqeFa’ H
HegrSfer &l

He said the immigrants had carried with them their traditions, faith and way of life, adding that
it was setting for such history to be preserved as a heritage site.

3egieT gl Toh TaTHY 379eT TTY 39 qLORTT, TEAT 3R SiaeT el ol 31T 2, 3k ot
TR TORTEd T eRIg T & &9 &F TEd ohar s 3R &1

Mr. Jaishankar said Prime Minister Narendra Modi attached high importance to creating a
database of the Girmita community and conducting research on its legacy.

A AR o1 gl foh TerraraE g A PRIARAT FHer 1 e JIR e 3R 386
TAE IX 2T HlaT Sl ek Agcd e ¢

He said India was working towards establishing a dedicated Hirmitya Studies Centre on Mr.
Modi’s directions.

3ogley ol fop IR, 2N AT & A2 o v gaAfa PRARET sreaaer g Tanfg 3 6 fear
H PRI FTWET B

Referring to a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the National
Archives of India and Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Jaishankar said he hoped the agreement
would help many people in the Caribbean nation in “tracing their ancestral roots and
reconnecting with their families in India”.

R F TN FRAWRR 3R A vg Q& F S grareiRa g@sitar A (Mou) #r
maﬂﬁgmﬁmemﬁmﬁ:ﬁm%ﬁwgwﬁmmmaﬁ%maﬁ
“3fT Yo STT T Tl SeTlet 3 ARG 3 379t TRART § If: 1" 7 Heg |

He also noted that the Indian High Commission in Trinidad and Tobago was receiving a

growing number of applications for Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards after Mr.
Modi announced the extension of OCI eligibility up to the sixth generation.

3egisl Ig 3N FgT fr Pifoee v &t & g sRdr 3=areT Fi 3tatds RdsRT 3ife
3391 (OCI) F1 & T TocdT T&aT F et Ired &) @ &, F4ifer st Ay & OC| ar3ar & &
WEr T ToTeT T TVoT 1 Y|
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‘Maritime security is of primordial
importance to Indian Ocean Region’

Any disruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy across the region, says Sanjiv Ranjan, Secretary-General of the Indian

Ocean Rim Association; India chairs the 23-nation grouping; a summit marking its 30th anniversary is expected to be held next year, he adds

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

avigating maritime

security in the wake

of the war in West
Asia will be at the top of the
agenda as India chairs the
23-nation Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA),
with a leaders” summit ex-
pected next year, says the
organisation’s Secretary-
General Sanjiv Ranjan.

In addition to raising the
profile of the IORA, the go-
vernment is expected to fo-
cus on the specific chal-
lenges arising from the war
in West Asia, including the
violence in the region and
the Hormuz Strait block-
ades by Iran and the U.S.

Last week, Mr. Ranjan
had co-hosted the Indian
Ocean Dialogue in Delhi,
which was attended by Mi-
nisters from India, Mauriti-
us and Yemen, besides re-
presentatives from both
Iran and the United Arab
Emirates.

Speaking to The Hindu,
he said while bilateral dif-
ferences are not discussed
at the grouping, the Gulf
war has raised issues of
“primordial importance”
for the IOR countries.

“The increasing realisa-
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tion from the contempor-
ary situation is that mari-
time safety and security is
of primordial importance
for our energy security,
our food security, [and]
many livelihoods, which
are involved as a result of
the developments in In-
dian Ocean littoral areas,”
he said, referring to all
countries with coastlines
on the Indian Ocean.

Two-day dialogue
Delivering a keynote ad-
dress to the two-day dia-
logue, Mauritius Foreign
Minister Dhananjay Ram-
ful said that the “ideal of
the Indian Ocean as a zone
of peace” has been negat-
ed and “war has come” to
the ocean. Mr. Ramful
called the U.S.s sinking of
the Iranian naval ship IRIS
Dena, in which 100 sailors
were killed in March, as
“outrageous” and also ex-
pressed concern over reta-
liatory Iranian attacks us-
ing Intermediate Range
Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs)
on the U.S.s Diego Garcia
base on Mauritius’s Chagos
Islands.

“They might not have
reached their target, but
they have nonetheless
breached our comfortable

IORA Secretary-General Sanjiv Ranjan says member countries have
seen fuel prices rise considerably due to war. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

status quo. They have in-
troduced in our region of
the Indian Ocean an intent
of aggression hitherto un-
known,” Mr. Ramful
added.

According to the IORA
charter, “bilateral and oth-
er issues likely to generate
controversy and be an im-
pediment to regional co-
operation efforts will be ex-
cluded from delibera-
tions”. However, they will
discuss the “socio-eco-
nomic” impact of the con-
flict in talks on eight prior-
ity areas: maritime safety
and security, trade and in-
vestment, fisheries man-
agement, disaster risk
management, tourism, cul-

tural exchanges, blue eco-
nomy and women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, Mr.
Ranjan said.

“Without a doubt, any
disruption in the Indian
Ocean will have a deep im-
pact on the economy
across the region. The tou-
rism sector is affected bad-
ly especially due to airline
disruptions. Fuel prices in
many of our member
countries have increased
considerably, some have
had to shut down offices
and schools. In the long
term, inflation, agricultu-
ral output and productivity
— impacted due to fertilizer
shortages — will all hurt the
region. A big worry is that

[due to the war] situations
where fisherman are un-
able to go out to the sea for
fishing will affect liveli-
hoods,” Mr. Ranjan told
The Hindu.

The IORA Summit in
2027 will mark the organi-
sation’s 30th anniversary,
said Mr. Ranjan, adding
that the last time such a
summit had been held was
in 2017, when Indonesia
marked the IORA’s 20th an-
niversary in Jakarta. In the
run-up to that, India will
host the Senior Officials
Meeting, in June this year,
while the IORA Council of
Ministers would meet to-
wards the end of 2026.

Series of meetings

The Indian Ocean dia-
logue, which was a “track
1.5” conference for offi-
cials, academics and ex-
perts, co-hosted by the 10-
RA and the Ministry of
External Affairs and organ-
ised by the Indian Council
of World Affairs (ICWA),
will kick off a series of
meetings expected over
the coming year, as India
seeks to recharge the 10-
RA.

The grouping was
formed in 1997 with form-
er South African leader

Nelson Mandela amongst
those leading it. However,
the IORA has not received
the relevance that other re-
gional groupings have,
such as the now-defunct
SAARC, BIMSTEC, SCO or
Quad, over three decades.

In addition to its sa-
lience in India’s MAHASA-
GAR maritime policy and
Indo-Pacific strategy, the
IORA is less contentious for
India as Pakistan has never
been admitted to its ranks.
Pakistan had requested
membership in the early
2000s, but the fact that it
refused to grant India
“MFN status” for trade vio-
lated the IORA charter that
calls for “sovereign equali-
ty” or equal treatment of
all states, according to
officials.

The Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) cur-
rently comprises 23 mem-
ber states, including Aus-
tralia, Bangladesh,
Comoros, France, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mal-
dives, Mauritius, Mozam-
bique, Oman, Seychelles,
Singapore, Somalia, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanza-
nia, Thailand, the United
Arab Emirates, and
Yemen.

‘Maritime security is of primordial importance to Indian Ocean Region’

‘Rg AR &7 3 AT T GOaT e Ageaqol ¥

e Anydisruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy across the
region, says Sanjiv Ranjan, Secretary-General of the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA).

e FETHTR 3 fondlr 8t Jer ohT SFaeiTel G &1 ol ATaET IR IT6T Ye7Ta STeler, U §f3ae

3irereT ReT AT (I0RA) & FAgrafid Wellg I o el |
e India chairs the 23-nation grouping.
AR 39 23 2t & g T 3reTaTar a1 Gl &
e A summit marking its 30th anniversary is expected to be held next year, he adds.

37g1eT el Toh 3TT 30dT HIMS HATT & fIT 313Tel IV T AW T Ao gl hr

HHTGAT g

o Navigating maritime security in the wake of the war in West Asia will be at the top of the
agenda as India chairs the 23-nation Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), with a leaders’
summit expected next year, says the organisation’s Secretary-General Sanjiv Ranjan.

afRerer TR & geur & Te WoTE GRAT § fArvesT e Y 3regeTar arel 23 32l o gf3ueT e
RA THRATAT (IORA) & Tois H T FIR BT, 3R 30T a¥ Aam3it & REw gederT i 37
g, T TS o AT Hoilg ToTel o gl |

¢ In addition to raising the profile of the IORA, the government is expected to focus on the
specific challenges arising from the war in West Asia, including the violence in the region and
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the Hormuz Strait blockades by Iran and the U.S.
IORA &I TS SETel o Ielldl, TR IfRes TRRIAT & Fer & SceaT faRly geilfcrat ox ofr

T ahferc AN, ToieTat & o T 3R §R0eT 7T AR aRT g1 STATSHEHE &l Aleheicl
AT B

Last week, Mr. Ranjan co-hosted the Indian Ocean Dialogue in Delhi, which was attended
by Ministers from India, Mauritius and Yemen, besides representatives from both Iran and
the United Arab Emirates.

TOeor goarg A T & ool 7 SfETeT 32 ST FI Fg-Aaams 61, TFTd dRd, AR
3R FHA & ARG & 76T §0T IR T IR IHARTT & FfafATRGT ¥ a9 forar|

Speaking to The Hindu, he said while bilateral differences are not discussed at the grouping,
the Gulf war has raised issues of “primordial importance” for the IOR countries.

& g @ ST 7 3ogiet el o gTaliieh Wogg # aiauafa Aaal oX =ra w161 giclt, aifehe @8t
Teyr = fifg AETAIR &7 & it & f “3redd Fgeaqer Aeg ws w1 Re

“The increasing realisation from the contemporary situation is that maritime safety and
security is of primordial importance for our energy security, our food security, [and] many

livelihoods, which are involved as a result of the developments in Indian Ocean littoral areas,”
he said, referring to all countries with coastlines on the Indian Ocean.

3egiel hgl, ‘Tl Rl & g AT 96 TET & fob Waget FRair 3R §atr gARy Sait gad, A
WreT AT AR 3Aeh TSN AR & ToIT 37cdd Hegeaqur 8, Sl fég HETAIR & T 8131 7 81 7@
FeAThAl § 5T E5 &1

Two-day dialogue

ar R ware

Delivering a keynote address to the two-day dialogue, Mauritius Foreign Minister
Dhananjay Ramful said that the “ideal of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace” has been
negated and “war has come” to the ocean.

&Y feardiier FiaTe; st TR Rl gT AN & fareer #l asiora Taper ¥ el foh “nfal 89 &
&9 # fée HETHIR Y ATURUT FHAIS 81 1S § 3R “Jety AR Wqéu AT

Mr. Ramful called the U.S.’s sinking of the Iranian naval ship IRIS Dena, in which 100 sailors
were killed in March, as “outrageous” and also expressed concern over retaliatory Iranian

attacks using Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs) on the U.S.’s Diego Garcia
base on Mauritius’s Chagos Islands.

A TAGA A AT & 100 ATTIhT T He GTel $=A A STeTeT IRIS Dena FY AR @RI
SSIT STt Y “<lehTel aTer” S iR AN & T gEaeg [ 3 B midar aw
W AeH gt A dfaffes Aamal (IRBMs) ¥ ST=N Siare gae ov off fRiar sgera $|

“They might not have reached their target, but they have nonetheless breached our
comfortable status quo. They have introduced in our region of the Indian Ocean an intent of
aggression hitherto unknown,” Mr. Ramful added.

A THG = gl “ﬁm%a‘ma&wﬁaﬁqgu T, olfhed 3egiet gAR 82X ATgla T dls
AT &1 3ogier g AR &7 & Ugor FafY oF Y TS 3MehTHE HAT FF ol d AT T

According to the IORA charter, “bilateral and other issues likely to generate controversy and
be an impediment to regional cooperation efforts will be excluded from deliberations”.

IORA HTEX o 378K, “0 &faueld 3R 317 Heg, Sit fare 3cueat o Fendt & 3R &g wgar
F qTYT T Hevd! &, FaaR-faaet & aex 1@ Smeer)”

However, they will discuss the “socio-economic” impact of the conflict in talks on eight priority
areas: maritime safety and security, trade and investment, fisheries management,
disaster risk management, tourism, cultural exchanges, blue economy and women’s
economic empowerment, Mr. Ranjan said.

gTetifeh, S ToTeT o1 el foh d TS FTATHeh &¥a — WA Y&TT, SR 3R fader, w7 gaya,
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HATFAFIUT — W ITAAIT o GRIT TUY & “HATHATTIh-IMTIR” THIF WX TdT HaT|
“Without a doubt, any disruption in the Indian Ocean will have a deep impact on the economy
across the region.

‘freeics, e ARTANIR 3 R off coaertsy T qY &1 T 3reeTa T ORI THIT 29|
The tourism sector is affected badly especially due to airline disruptions.

%&Ww@%ﬂm@anﬁﬁwaswqﬂmmgﬁmwﬁagm%l

Fuel prices in many of our member countries have increased considerably, some have had to
shut down offices and schools.

BHAR S HeTg &3 & Se1T hY hiacl HTohT 96 1S § 3R Fo Y H1Terg TUT ool e dlet I3 E

In the long term, inflation, agricultural output and productivity — impacted due to fertilizer
shortages — will all hurt the region.

reiehTel 7 FEIMS, FIY 3cuteet R Seurgahdr — i FaTHT T e ¥ T § — I &1 &t
TR gl |

A big worry is that [due to the war] situations where fishermen are unable to go outto the sea
for fishing will affect livelihoods,” Mr. Ranjan told The Hindu.

Teh 21 T € & o [Feyr & wRoT) vl Rl siel A3 T g & Hoell qehse a7g! St a1
@ &, 3ohfae @ venfad s, s ot o & R & el
The IORA Summit in 2027 will mark the organisation’s 30th anniversary, said Mr. Ranjan,

adding that the last time such a summit had been held was in 2017, when Indonesia marked
the IORA’s 20th anniversary in Jakarta.

oY To1eT o g Tk 2027 # glat aTell IORA IR GF A HaTaT ' 30dT a¥aris &1 RAfgea e,
3R el I TH HFAeeT 2017 F FSATRAAT GaRT SAFTAT 7 IORA T 2047 a¥eris 9T =SS
TR a3 |

In the run-up to that, India will host the Senior Officials Meeting, in June this year, while the
IORA Council of Ministers would meet towards the end of 2026.

3% gl R 38 a¥ ofof 7 Wferaw srftrafat i do& 1 Asareh w3, Safe I0RA
ARYRYE HT I3 2026 & 3T 7 gl

Series of meetings

ot ) sian

The Indian Ocean Dialogue, which was a “track 1.5” conference for officials, academics and
experts, co-hosted by the IORA and the Ministry of External Affairs and organised by the
Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), will kick off a series of meetings expected over the
coming year, as India seeks to recharge the IORA.

ST3uet 3irersT sy, St TR, Rrenfaet 3R Qs & fow ¢ 1.5” TFaerRT ar, ST
HE-ATTAT IORA 3R fager HA1er o7 i JU1 fomeT 3maersT $f3ger #3fle 3w ae8 rhad
(ICWA) =¥ foha, 37Tet aTel a¥ & Saehl Y Teh S[@ell hT B3Nl 3T Fiifeh SR IORA
et el T TITH T 8T ¢

The grouping was formed in 1997 with former South African leader Nelson Mandela amongst
those leading it.

$H TG T IS+ 1997 H T AT 3R 8 TG AT H 0T INFNeAT & I AT Aediet FHSelr
AT &

However, the IORA has not received the relevance that other regional groupings have, such
as the now-defunct SAARC, BIMSTEC, SCO or Quad, over three decades.

gTetifer, oo et G2rel 7 IORA T 3+l FgaT 76T fAe vt 3t &ty Toggh SRy |,
faraes, vadla a1 Fa13 F1 AN 1
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¢ In addition to its salience in India’s MAHASAGAR maritime policy and Indo-Pacific strategy,
the IORA is less contentious for India as Pakistan has never been admitted to its ranks.

SR T AR T wAicT 3R §2X- 4R 0T 7 58k Hged & 3HeaT, IORA $IR
fIT & farereue & Fife frearT o #3ff sHehT Geeadr 18r & S|

e Pakistan had requested membership in the early 2000s, but the fact that it refused to grant
India “MFN status” for trade violated the IORA charter that calls for “sovereign equality” or
equal treatment of all states, according to officials.

TR & AR, TTREATT 7 2000 & E2Ueh T YT H T ARR 2, Afehat 8 Y
SR #7 “MFN Eai” &a1 & $1hR 1T IORA TTER & “ATaH A FATHAAT ReHid &l Seeds

o

e The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) currently comprises 23 member states,
including Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles,
Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, the United Arab

Emirates, and Yemen.

339 atera Nar vAIfAwee (I0RA) & IdA & 23 TEET ST ATTA 8, ToieTeT ireefarT,
AR 3R THeT anfAe €

Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties
ECS IR bviQs )

ince establishing diplomatic relations in

1973, India and South Korea have

maintained defence ties. Their first formal
agreement, the 2005 MoU on Defence Industry
and Logistics, promoted cooperation in
production, research and development, and
procurement. Subsequently, they signed separate
five-year memoranda of understanding on
defence cooperation and defence research and
development (R&D) in 2010.

The first enabled exchanges of expertise,
training, visits and joint exercises, while the
second focused on emerging technologies such as
marine, electronics, and intelligent systems
through links between India’s Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the
South Korean defence industry. In 2015, the
partnership was elevated to a Special Strategic
Partnership.

Furthermore, the 2020 Roadmap for Defence
Industries Cooperation expanded engagements
into key areas, such as land, naval, aero, and
guided weapon systems, along with investments
and technology transfer in India’s defence
industrial corridors. A notable outcome of this
partnership is the K9 Vajra-T self-propelled
artillery system, manufactured in India by Larsen
& Toubro (L&T) and Hanwha Aerospace, South
Korea under the ‘Make in India’ initiative, whose
success led to a follow-on production contract.

The new platform

On April 20, 2026, at the India-South Korea
Summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Lee Jae Myung, a new defence
innovation platform called the Korea-India
Defence Accelerator (KIND-X) was announced.

As part of the Joint Strategic Vision, KIND-X
aims to connect businesses, incubators, investors,
defence start-ups, and universities from both
sides. KIND-X is not a new model of cooperation
for India.

It mirrors similar defence industrial innovation
bridges with the United States under INDUS-X
(India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem) and
with France under FRIND-X (France-India
Defence Startup Excellence). There have also

g
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KIND-X can help
deepen bilateral
defence
research and
development,
co-production,
and start-up
collaboration

been suggestions to create an INDUS-X-like model
with South Korea. Drawing on these existing
models, KINDX is expected to be led by South
Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) and India’s Defence
Innovation Organisation (DIO). Both countries
run defence innovation programmes to
strengthen their defence start-up ecosystems,
such as South Korea’s specialised innovation
enterprise system and India’s Innovations for
Defence Excellence (iDEX).

According to India’s Ministry of External
Affairs special briefing on April 20, 2024, KIND-X
is expected to align with the 2020 Roadmap for
Defence Industries Cooperation.

What can be unlocked

What can KIND-X unlock? KIND-X can emerge as
the “defence innovation bridge”, expanding
defence R&D, innovation, co-development and
co-production, involving startups, investors,
universities, academia, and think tanks,
essentially creating a joint defence innovation
and industrial ecosystem from both countries.
This may involve release of joint challenges and
grants by DAPA and DIO for their respective
startups to innovate defence technologies in the
areas envisaged under the 2020 road map.

It may facilitate access to testing facilities
through universities and laboratories in both
countries, promote joint certification and
standardisation processes, and support
accelerator and incubator programmes
connecting investors and innovators from both
sides. It may also include workshops to help
stakeholders navigate each other’s markets and
production systems. These workshops can
address export control regimes, funding models
for defence production, and intellectual property
and licensing requirements related to technology
transfer for co-production and co-development.

An annual summit, similar to the INDUS-X
summit, could convene high-level representatives
from defence ministries, industry, universities,
think tanks, and academia in Seoul, New Delhi,
and other industrial hubs. The KIND-X summit
could also convene Track 1.5 dialogues to

11M. Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties

STRA-T&IoT FINAT 8T AR T HY 3T TST=T

emphasise the strategic rationale for bilateral
defence cooperation, foster networking, and
periodically assess progress on deliverables
under the initiative.

The success of KIND-X will depend on
leveraging existing co-production ventures such
as the K9 Vajra-T howitzers by L&T and Hanwha
Aerospace to create templates for future defence
projects. It will connect South Korea’s innovation
clusters in Changwon, Daejeon, and Gumi with
India’s defence corridors in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, and with aerospace hubs in Bengaluru,
Chennai, and Hyderabad. Involving major firms
such as Hyundai, L&T, Tata Advanced Systems
Limited, Mahindra, Bharat Forge, Hanwha, LIG,
and Kangnam, alongside start-ups and R&D
ecosystems, can further expand linkages.

As an innovation bris

The launch of KIND-X as a defence innovation
bridge signals both governments’ keenness to
unlock their respective deep-tech innovation
ecosystems to develop dual-use technologies.
With deepening ties across other strategic sectors
such as shipbuilding, artificial intelligence, space,
critical minerals, and semiconductors, KIND-X
can complement and draw on convergences in
these sectors for defence.

Aligning with India’s Defence Forces Vision
2047 and South Korea’s Defence Innovation 4.0
strategy, and co-investing in emerging and future
technologies will be key to making this initiative
forward-looking. Potential areas under KIND-X
include Artificial Intelligence platforms for
military applications, autonomous weapon
systems and robotics, joint development of
satellites for space-based intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR}, Space
Situational Awareness (SSA), communication and
navigation, critical mineral supply chains, and
defence semiconductor fabs. Given both
countries’ growing defence exports, KIND-X can
emerge as an important facilitator.

The onus is now upen both defence ministries
to curate tangible deliverables under KIND-X,
clarifying its steering template, funding
mechanisms and areas of joint innovation.
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Since establishing diplomatic relations in 1973, India and South Korea have maintained
defence ties.

1973 F UAATAF FaET T TATIAT & d1¢, H, IR 3R SFR0T HINIT ¥ T&T FaeY Hf 70 3@ £

Their first formal agreement, the 2005 MoU on Defence Industry and Logistics, promoted
cooperation in production, research and development, and procurement.

3ofenT Ug el JHIaTRe FFSHAT, 2005 T 14T 34T 3R dAffofecad W FASEr A9+ (MoU),
3CUIG, 3TTHYT Td faahra qur @le # Fger & agrar &dr 2|

Subsequently, they signed separate five-year memoranda of understanding on defence
cooperation and defence research and development (R&D) in 2010.

S YT, Segiel 2010 # T&T TEAIT AT T HJHETeT Uel fehre (R&D) WX gUeh Ure-asta
gHRSET AT WX gEaeR fRu)

The first enabled exchanges of expertise, training, visits and joint exercises, while the second
focused on emerging technologies such as marine, electronics, and intelligent systems

through links between India’'s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
and the South Korean defence industry.

TEo TG o TTATACT, FTRIETOT, I TUT GYFeT I3TTET o IHTTeA-HeTed i HaTH Teral,
STafeh qER o HRCT o Y&l AT U fIFr HeraeT (DRDO) 3R STaTor RIS T&T 3¢ &
ST FeTellt & ATETH W HAL, ST AT TUT Je AT JOlTrdl SIEr 3R Fegfrienat o
€Tl higd fohaT|

In 2015, the partnership was elevated to a Special Strategic Partnership.

2015 #, 38 GG I fadty araRe a@igi) & T d& 3eadd fohar I

Furthermore, the 2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries Cooperation expanded
engagements into key areas, such as land, naval, aero, and guided weapon systems, along
with investments and technology transfer in India’s defence industrial corridors.

S8 TR, 2020 o T&TT AT HeANr ASAT o1 81{A, AT, arg T HERIT §FRIR
oot SI&Y 9 &1 & FEAT 1 faEdR o, |rr € 1Rt o & e fareh aforary & faraer
3R SN Trhr gEciaor & o Serar fea|

A notable outcome of this partnership is the K9 Vajra-T self-propelled artillery system,
manufactured in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) and Hanwha Aerospace, South Korea
under the ‘Make in India’ initiative, whose success led to a follow-on production contract.

Y ITSIERY &7 Ueh 3ol IRUTH K9 Vajra-T Fa-ATfad d19@TIT YoTTel! 8, forgent faor
HR # AT U3 gat (L&T) 3R Sfator shRar o gretegt RN o ‘A §a1 3737 wga o
FieTefer o 31T, Toreeh! Aheldl & TRUTHETET 31T & Sculeet Hestl Sl Fdepfcl el

The new platform
AT AT

On April 20, 2026, at the India-South Korea Summit between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Lee Jae Myung, a new defence innovation platform called the Korea-
India Defence Accelerator (KIND-X) was announced.

20 31T, 2026 T TEITTHT A%g HGY 3R TS WY 3 77 o T ANSHT SReT-gfror Hifr
RET gFAdT 7 FINAT-HRAT T8I cai (KIND-X) T Teh T 8T AdTIR HT T GvoT Fr 75|

As part of the Joint Strategic Vision, KIND-X aims to connect businesses, incubators,
investors, defence start-ups, and universities from both sides.

TYFA AR g% & 37efed, KIND-X T 3¢2ed et a2t o cqaaral, SeAergaet, faeren, Tam
TTIE-37°H T faRafaegreral & s |

KIND-X is not a new model of cooperation for India.

KIND-X 3R & T Ggaier &1 IS AT ATso o8l &
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It mirrors similar defence industrial innovation bridges with the United States under INDUS-X
(India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem) and with France under FRIND-X (France-
India Defence Startup Excellence).

Ig TG T AR & TY INDUS-X (India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem) qaT
WIF & A1 FRIND-X (France-India Defence Startup Excellence) & 3ideTd TS T 6T
e AqraR FHdT & FHT g

There have also been suggestions to create an INDUS-X-like model with South Korea.
STEToT SIRT & A $ff INDUS-X ¥ Aisel & 0T & geird v 7w ¢

Drawing on these existing models, KIND-X is expected to be led by South Korea’s Defense
Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) and India’s Defence Innovation
Organisation (DIO).

goT AlSIeT Aisell & YR W, KIND-X &7 siqjcd afaior iR & e viFaforer whams
TEfATATAUS (DAPA) TUT R & T&TT AGTIR IS (DIO) SaRT T ST i 37T &

Both countries run defence innovation programmes to strengthen their defence start-up
ecosystems, such as South Korea’s specialised innovation enterprise system and India’s
Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX).

alett 321 379eT 38T FerIe-31q MRIEATAR 7 1 Ygg et & foIT &T AR HRHA dariad
A 8, ST STET0T HIRAT Y TR TR 3GTH TUTTell FUT 7R T Innovations for

Defence Excellence (iDEX) 9geT|

According to India’s Ministry of External Affairs special briefing on April 20, 2024, KIND-X is
expected to align with the 2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries Cooperation.

ART & fager #Aarer T 61 20 313, 2024aﬁr%ﬂsrahﬁma;34§ﬂm KIND-X 3 2020 & 81T
3SANT HEANT USAT & 36T et hi 38T T 978 B

What can be unlocked

FIT GATTATE @Yol ST Gl &

What can KIND-X unlock?
KIND-X i-ahlsT T THTGTT @rel TehdT 872

KIND-X can emerge as the “defence innovation bridge”, expanding defence R&D,
innovation, co-development and co-production, involving startups, investors, universities,
academia, and think tanks, essentially creating a joint defence innovation and industrial
ecosystem from both countries.

KIND-X Teh “T&TT TR " o &G H 3T el ¢, ST 6T AT Ue e (R&D), AT,
g-aehE TUT He-3cUTesT &7 fAEdR &em 3R 30 Fere-3re4, fAders, Aeafacare, Renfag
T e & MMEeT g1, TSray St 2R T Teh HYercT T&TT AaTaR Ud e fareh qriRiEdfereht o
faefaa grem|

This may involve release of joint challenges and grants by DAPA and DIO for their respective
startups to innovate defence technologies in the areas envisaged under the 2020 road map.

$8H DAPA 3iR DIO &@RT 39a1-3791 TEC-37 o felT Tgerd Ialfardt 3R sreferit i aiwom
QAT 81 Tehell §, oTfeh & 2020 & AsHT F R foue atat 7 & Jie il &1 R #X
Th|

It may facilitate access to testing facilities through universities and laboratories in both
countries, promote joint certification and standardisation processes, and support accelerator
and incubator programmes connecting investors and innovators from both sides.

g ettt o Faeafaearerat 3R siaremenait & Areas & wdator Frausl o age i gar
ST HehdT &, HYFA THUTT U HeTehIeh 0T FThTT3T hT SGTAT & el &, T fo¥aerent 3K
HAleAYeRT T TS ATl TFAeRET 3R SAFYHET HhshaAT ol GHYT T Hehll ¢
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It may also include workshops to help stakeholders navigate each other’'s markets and
production systems.

$HH ETURHT T Toh-g@ & STSIRT AR ScdTes YOTTordl sl THSTA H TGRICT &of g HIIRATAT
& enfAer & ahdr &1
These workshops can address export control regimes, funding models for defence

production, and intellectual property and licensing requirements related to technology transfer
for co-production and co-development.

I iRy e f=or saaeyns, 16T 3curesT & faauivor Alse, 3T Hg-3cdree 3R He-
Tarehrer & TleaTeh gEcioRoT & HeTeid Siefereh Huel Td eNSaTaer Tavgehdiil o faar Y
eI

An annual summit, similar to the INDUS-X summit, could convene high-level representatives

from defence ministries, industry, universities, think tanks, and academia in Seoul, New Delhi,
and other industrial hubs.

INDUS-X fI@R §Fade & THT Teh ariieh [RAIGT GFRel 3ATSd har s Ohar &, foas
e, 73 feeel a2 3= itz el 7 &I ATy, 3T, favafacaremt, e ¢t 3k
Rrenfaet & ITa-rada yfafafer afFafad &l

The KIND-X summit could also convene Track 1.5 dialogues to emphasise the strategic
rationale for bilateral defence cooperation, foster networking, and periodically assess
progress on deliverables under the initiative.

KIND-X IR T#deleT & 1.5 HaTY 1 8 3TSled X TehelT &, 1Tk gfauefiar 36T @edier &
HTHNS AT I IWiTohd AT AT Teh, AeaTahdTl Sl FcHTRd [T ST b TAT I8 el & 3T
& BT TITfeY T FHT-THHT U 37TholeT [T T Toh |

The success of KIND-X will depend on leveraging existing co-production ventures such as the
K9 Vajra-T howitzers by L&T and Hanwha Aerospace to create templates for future
defence projects.

KIND-X T HthefclT $1fasg shT T&TT IRATSTAT3A & foIv Alsel faehfiid i g L&T 3R greregr
TR @Ry fAfHT K9 Vajra-T gifacsrt Sier Hisfer He-3ctiee TR & 3T i 38K
HLf|

It will connect South Korea’s innovation clusters in Changwon, Daejeon, and Gumi with
India’s defence corridors in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh, and with aerospace hubs in
Bengaluru, Chennai, and Hyderabad.

Ig STEI0T HINAT & THTale, STSIteT A A U AR ForeeT T HRA o affrerang 3R 3w
Y& & T&TT ATCIIRT TAT F3Tel%, Aeer§ AN FawmaTg & TR dhal § Sirgam|

Involving major firms such as Hyundai, L&T, Tata Advanced Systems Limited, Mahindra,
Bharat Forge, Hanwha, LIG, and Kangnham, alongside start-ups and R&D ecosystems, can
further expand linkages.

g%, L&T, Trer veaies feerw fafdes, #fdar, siRa wist, g, LIG 3R Sierem Sl go@
haferal sl TCTE-37H TUT HTHETST Td Taehie TTRIEATCIhT o & T A et ¥ S Faltit &t
3R 3178 fararR gr asar gl

As an innovation bridge
T AAER AF & T H

The launch of KIND-X as a defence innovation bridge signals both governments’ keenness to
unlock their respective deep-tech innovation ecosystems to develop dual-use
technologies.

TETT TR U] o §T H KIND-X T JHRH SH FTcl T Hevel & [oh Alel ALK g3-3aeft
et & faere 8q 3rua-370e Siv-2e Farar aIRRe T dal AT Genaenai w1 @
fore segah €1
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With deepening ties across other strategic sectors such as shipbuilding, artificial
intelligence, space, critical minerals, and semiconductors, KIND-X can complement and
draw on convergences in these sectors for defence.

sretst favator, e geftrermn, safer, Aecayet afesr aur dtesaed S8 3T aEis & &
e B Tl o A, KIND-X T&TT &7 o foIT ga7 &1l & Hisfe FATA3 1 394197 iR b
HfFeT 39 FHT B

Aligning with India’s Defence Forces Vision 2047 and South Korea’s Defence Innovation
4.0 strategy, and co-investing in emerging and future technologies will be key to making this
initiative forward-looking.

AR T FE%w wriw Rt 2047 dr gfaror iR i B%a galaerT 4.0 T & 377w SR
AT, 3R SR T erfasy oy eIt & T Aaer a1, 5 Tgol I greril Fairt i
St |

Potential areas under KIND-X include Artificial Intelligence platforms for military
applications, autonomous weapon systems and robotics, joint development of satellites for
space-based intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR), Space Situational

Awareness (SSA), communication and navigation, critical mineral supply chains, and
defence semiconductor fabs.

KIND-X *mﬁmﬁaaﬁﬁﬂwa@m%ﬁngﬁﬂmw, T gflR
vl va Aafesrw, afer smenfa givar, faarmet va 2 (ISR) & fov suare! &1 dgea
faehre, T AU HRRAH (SSA), IR Ud AT, Hgea ol Wietst MYfcl J@erd T
TeTT Qfiehseet fAHTOT SRt iR &

Given both countries’ growing defence exports, KIND-X can emerge as an important
facilitator.

gt &2t & sredt T& el T $@e §U, KIND-X Ueh #HgeaqoT g 2lell o & & & 38R Tl &1

The onus is now upon both defence ministries to curate tangible deliverables under KIND-X,
clarifying its steering template, funding mechanisms and areas of joint innovation.

379 g T ca alett T&T FHATerT IR § 76 & KIND-X 3 3deid 31 STafstrat ot iafad &Y qr
ST TTelel TRGT, TITINEOT o AR FYFT AR & &Yl TS F |

11M. At least 69 people killed after raids by militia

At least 69 people killed after raids ~ at villages in DR Congo

by militia at villages inDRCONgo 31y iy & TR garT arfat 9X gl & a1 $7 @

FH 69 o iy AT

o Atleast 69 people killed after raids by militia at villages in
DR Congo.

fAfafrar garT 3R FTe & a17dT W gAT & 916 FH F HH 69
At i AT e g

e A militia attack killed at least 69 people in Democratic

Amilitia attack killed at least 69 people in Democratic Republic of Repu bl iC Of Congo’s |tu ri prOVi nce. sources Said .

Congo’s Ituri province, sources said. Two ethnic groups — Hema and

Lendu — have been locked in combat in the mineral-rich region. ?{:r;ﬂ‘ a; 3R, a?i'Jﬂ m‘i‘ﬁﬂ? JORTT a? m 1;|'ia' ﬂ' fﬁﬁf@‘]’m a?
LN ) )

Armed men linked to Codeco militia, which claims to support the

Lendu, raided several villages, killing at least 69 people. AFP gﬂ-a- 3}[ FH g- FH 69 m ﬂﬁ 7|

Two ethnic groups — Hema and Lendu — have been locked in combat in the mineral-rich
region.

@ﬁmmﬁrmﬁamw‘g—mwﬁg—mﬁmﬁm@%l

Armed men linked to Codeco militia, which claims to support the Lendu, raided several
villages, killing at least 69 people.
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Cll says private sector capex grew by 67% in September 2025

HITEITS A FgT o RAdaw 2025 # i & 1 G =17 67% F@T

11M

‘Blend organic manure with fertilizers to cut costs’

AT FH FI & T 39H & 1Y S+ @ Aaw

11M

Cost to access

qg‘"iraﬁrarmr-r

ClII says private sector capex grew by 67% in September 2025

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s private sector capi-
tal expenditure grew 67%
to ¥7.7 lakh crore in Sep-
tember 2025 in compari-
son to September 2024, ac-
cording to data sourced by
the industry body Confed-
eration of Indian Industry
(.

This comes at a time
when officials in the Fi-
nance Ministry have pu-
blicly lamented that the
private sector is not invest-
ing enough.

‘The Cll also called on In-
dian industry to aid the
economy during the ongo-
ing West Asia crisis by cut-
ting fuel usage over the
next two quarters, provid-
ing MSMEs (Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises) a
payment guarantee, and
front-loading their capital
investment plans for the

current financial year,
among other steps. “The
67% jump in private capex
to ¥7.7 lakh crore is, by
some distance, the most
important signal yet that
India’s investment cycle
has  decisively turned,”
‘Chandrajit Banerjee, direc-
tor-general of CII, said.

“Manufacturing ~ has
committed close to 3.8
lakh crore, led by metals,
automobiles and chemi-
cals, while services have
put in%3.1lakh crore led by
trading, communications
and IT/ITeS.”

Difference of opinion

Mr. Banerjee added that
with capacity utilisation in-
creasing to 75.6%, order
books expanding at over
10% year-on-year and bank
credit growth close to 14%
in the second half of FY26,
private enterprise is com-
mitting capital at scale,

Push to private capex

Private capital expenditure rose by 67% year-on-year to
7.7 lakh crore in September 2025

(in 2 lakh
crore)

Sept.2024  Sept, 2025

SOURCE: CONFEDERATION OF INDIAN INDUSTRY

and across sectors, “in a
manner not seen in well
over a decade”.

This data, however, is at
odds with what the Central
govemment seems to be
observing. Earlier this
month, Chief Economic
Adviser (CEA) V. Anantha
Nageswaran pulled up the
private sector for not in-
vesting enough.

“Post Covid, if you look
at BSE 500 or NSE 500

companies, corporate pro-
fits grew at 30.8% per an-
num,” Mr. Nageswaran had
noted while addressing the
second annual  Isaac
Centre for Public Policy
Growth Conference organ-
ised by Ashoka University
on May 2. “But still, our ov-
erall capital formation
rates from the private sec-
tor have been disappoint-
ing,” he said.

“Corporates and the se-

cond or third generation
entrepreneurs chose to ac-
cumulate those cash pro-
fits and probably set up fa-
mily offices elsewhere
rather than investing in
real assets on the ground,”
the CEA had added.

Fuel-related steps

That said, the CII seems to
be sufficiently buoyed by
the investment data to call
on the Indian private sec-
tor “to step forward and
shoulder its share of the
national burden during the
ongoing period of global
stress”.

Towards this, it recom-
mended five steps that
could be taken that would
benefit the economy and
the government’s finances.

The first step, it said,
was for the 10 per litre
Central excise cut on pe-
trol and diesel to be pro-
gressively rolled back in

tranches over six to nine
months as crude prices
stabilise.

According to the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas, the Centre is fore-
going about 14,000 crore
a month due to the excise
duty cuts it implemented
in March 2026.

As its second step, the
CII called on its member
companies to commit to a
3-5% reduction in fuel and
power consumption over
the next two quarters
through process optimisa-
tion, efficient logistics,
fleet electrification and ac-
celerated renewable power
purchase agreements.

Domestic players

“Larger member corpo-
rates could commit to a vo-
luntary 45-day MSME pay-
ment guarantee, backed by
aggressive use of the
TReDS platform and sup-

11M. CIl says private sector capex grew by 67% in September 2025
H3T$3TS o Fer B R 2025 F A 8 1 Gefiare =77 67% T

ply-chain finance, to ease
working capital pressure
on small enterprises dur-
ing this volatile period,”
the industry body pro-
posed as its third step.

The fourth measure In-
dian industry could take is
to further ring-fence its
supply chains and opt for
deeper import
substitution.

As the fifth step, the CII
called on industry to front-
load FY27 investments in
manufacturing, — energy
transition and digital in-
frastructure, exercise vo-
luntary price restraint on
essential inputs, and scale
up internship intake over
the next 12 months under
the PM Internship Scheme.

“Taken together, these
five suggestions could add
up to industry’s concrete
partnership offer to the go-
vernment in recent memo-
1y,” Mr. Banerjee added.

e India’s private sector capital expenditure grew 67% to ¥7.7 lakh crore in September 2025 in
comparison to September 2024, according to data sourced by the industry body
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

Wﬁmmmsfméﬁuaggrg(m|)qamwm$w, IR & el &7
T IoTe =T e’ 2024 &I ool H fATR 2025 # 67% TG 7.7 A1 FU3 &1 13T

e This comes at a time when officials in the Finance Ministry have publicly lamented that the
private sector is not investing enough.

Ig 0 A H IR § I T AT & AR oF Ardotiaies 9 A &er & 6 e &7 =

GERGRETE GRS

e The CIl also called on Indian industry to aid the economy during the ongoing West Asia

crisis by cutting fuel usage over the next two quarters, providing MSMEs (Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises) a payment guarantee, and front-loading their capital investment plans
for the current financial year, among other steps.

Cll ¥ HRATT 3T & Tg 31 Fgr o a8 IR uivas vfdam @se & gR1eT 3mTer ar faanfear &
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SHT SUANT el leh, THTHTHS (F&H, TG IR AEAHT 3FAT) 1 T TR S, 3 wTeg
T a9 o forw 3roeit Goft fraer ATSTAT3it ot 317 SgTehy reaaeT &1 #Heg |

e “The 67% jump in private capex to ¥7.7 lakh crore is, by some distance, the most important
signal yet that India’s investment cycle has decisively turned,” Chandrajit Banerjee, director-
general of ClI, said.

“iﬁsﬁd,gﬁmmﬁe7%aﬁrqq%gﬁwi7.7mﬂ3a¢q§amsvamwmaaaﬁrm
Feeaqot T § 3 SR o1 fder as foiaes &9 & ager g 8, Wamdans & merfaders
Tgaiid deTstl of gl

e “Manufacturing has committed close to ¥3.8 lakh crore, led by metals, automobiles and
chemicals, while services have put in 3.1 lakh crore led by trading, communications and
IT/ITeS.”

“RfeaTor 8 & FarereT 3.8 A F3 & [Ader A yfdaeedr s g, fows arg, sifarse
3R TERIE & 9HE §, STafeh e &1 o SI1aR, HuR AR IMSEVIEISTH o Aed # 3.1
FUE F1 e Far gl

Difference of opinion

ATHAE

e Mr. Banerjee added that with capacity utilisation increasing to 75.6%, order books expanding
at over 10% year-on-year and bank credit growth close to 14% in the second half of FY26,
private enterprise is committing capital at scale, and across sectors, “in a manner not seen in
well over a decade”.

A FaToll =¥ gl Toh 75.6% cTeh &THT 3TN Fet, ST Joh 7 HIel-a-ATel 10% W 3k gefer
3R FY26 & gAY SATEN F S HOT GG ST 14% T@o1 & HROT fololl 36 a3 JA o 3R
fafSiest 8131 7 ot T er v 38 8, “Tore o¥e ol [¥aer ueh aeres & 31feres @@ & o1¢t a@r |

e This data, however, is at odds with what the Central government seems to be observing.
glelifeh, T 377ehs 39 GTOChIuT § 3eleT § il g TSR Sl Telld gl o

e Earlier this month, Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) V. Anantha Nageswaran pulled up the
private sector for not investing enough.

S8 HEIS T YB3T H HET INTAF FeghR (CEA) dt. T ATIRER o folsi &1 s qfiee
foraer o et & foIv 3MTeliaar &1 |

e “Post Covid, if you look at BSE 500 or NSE 500 companies, corporate proe ts grew at 30.8%
per annum,” Mr. Nageswaran had noted while addressing the second annual Isaac Centre
for Public Policy Growth Conference organised by Ashoka University on May 2.

‘IS & 91 Jfe, 3T NTHE 500 AT TATHS 500 HUTAT T W, AT HraRke o137 30.8% Tfaay
H XA TG, A AT 7 2 7S 1 3T Reafag@rey cart 3mfad gar afde amseis dex
PR feeran SRl A e 1 eI ) U e

° ‘r‘]BeuSt z;’gll, our overall capital formation rates from the private sector have been disappointing,”

“oifeRet 5T 37 Forslt &1 & oot I fovion oX forenroTeren T 8, 3egieY e

e “Corporates and the second or third generation entrepreneurs chose to accumulate those
cash profits and probably set up family offices elsewhere rather than investing in real assets
on the ground,” the CEA had added.

HET o 3T gt “PrARe 3R gET T AaL N o 3CTTATAT A 37 wehe; ol Y STAT AT 3R
HarareT: gl 3R BTACT e T AT Yol T STl WX arediaeh aREaRIET ¥ foraer
FA &H|”

Fuel-related steps

$eeT A Wa T FeA
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That said, the Cll seems to be sufficiently buoyed by the investment data to call on the Indian
private sector “to step forward and shoulder its share of the national burden during the
ongoing period of global stress”.

g8 Tasle, Cll fader st & waiied 3canfea fe@ms &ar g 3R 3ae s sh e &
“qfRas IATT F aTHA T F 39T Tghe IS S1ST H 3T GEHSGRT 8= &1 3mear
o]

Towards this, it recommended five steps that could be taken that would benefit the economy
and the government’s finances.

5 e &, 38 urer U e FSIU St 3egae 3R TR i faedier feufd gt o faw
THHRT g Thd & |

The first step, it said, was for the 10 per litre Central excise cut on petrol and diesel to be
progressively rolled back in tranches over six to nine months as crude prices stabilized.

381 &g T Tgell dea derer 3 Sister IX 310 iy dfie FERr 3c91e e FHekdt &l Fed dol
1 A R @ ) o A At 7QAT 7 TRoEey i T a9 =T gl AT

According to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, the Centre is foregoing about
14,000 crore a month due to the excise duty cuts it implemented in March 2026.

Yeiferaer 3R s fores 3 FaTer & AR, AT 2026 # A1 3cUTe Yok Al & HROT g
TIHR TSI 14,000 FF 9 ATE &7 T SIS W &

As its second step, the Cll called on its member companies to commit to a 3-5% reduction in
fuel and power consumption over the next two quarters through process optimisation, efficient
logistics, fleet electrification and accelerated renewable power purchase agreements.

GER EH & T H, Cll o 379l Hed Haferdl & TTshaT 3fefehele], HA Aol eeed, Felle
faegcientor 3R AT Aol Ssit Tlie THsiidr & ATeTs & 3rerel 2l faaATfeal 7 $ue 3R
farstel U & 3-5% HHY HTet 1 31arE fohT|

Domestic players

PRCRTEEIE]

“Larger member corporations could commit to a voluntary 45-day MSME payment
guarantee, backed by aggressive use of the TReDS platform and supply-chain finance, to
ease working capital pressure on small enterprises during this volatile period,” the industry
body proposed as its third step.

‘T FEET FIANT HUTAAT BIC 3THAT TR HITST o7 & GaTa &1 o &Lt & forv 45-awdiar
THTHTHS 3T ATREN ol T EATTSh TTaSHdl T Hehell &, TSI TReDS Talewia 3R
HeolTg-del BIgeTd o ITehTHE ST H THAL [HeET,” 3EANT TG o AR FGH & T H

g&ara feam|

The fourth measure Indian industry could take is to further ring-fence its supply chains and
opt for deeper import substitution.

R 3T EFRT 3STAT STl aTell AT e 3TeA AT fet H@enait T 3R GRFET e
3T AT FTAEATIT IT9ATAT 8T FehelT & |

As the fifth step, the ClI called on industry to frontload FY27 investments in manufacturing,
energy transition and digital infrastructure, exercise voluntary price restraint on essential

inputs, and scale up internship intake over the next 12 months under the PM Internship
Scheme.

97d EH & § #H, Cll 7 35317 H FY27 & RAfa#Tor, F91 aRads AR o sraevasr g
Y 3T TG, LT SAYC W Ed oo Hed 071 WWat AR 3097 12 Fgi=t & diest geafar
AT & d8d 311 intake SGTel &7 3TEdTl R

“Taken together, these [ ve suggestions could add up to industry’s concrete partnership over
to the government in recent memory,” Mr. Banerjee added.
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“Teh A1 TR, A qTer GATd gTel & THY H TIhR o 1T 31T T SN AT IR &l
Tohd g, AT TAsiT o gt

‘Blend organic
manure with
fertilizers to
cut costs’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Indian Biogas Associa-
tion has called for 10%
mandatory blending of fer-
mented organic manure
with chemical fertilizers by
2030, saying it can save $2
billion in imports annually.

The IBA recently pre-
sented a White Paper on
‘FOM (fermented organic
manure) feeds soil, soil
feeds sustainability’. It out-
lined a comprehensive pol-
icy framework; the recom-
mendation  calls  for
integrating fermented or-
ganic manure into
schemes, including the nu-
trient-based subsidy fra-
mework, Soil Health Card
scheme, and Parampara-
gat Krishi Vikas Yojana.

11M. ‘Blend organic manure with fertilizers to cut costs’

‘AT A I F AT 38 & a1 sfds @ [

e The Indian Biogas Association has called for 10% mandatory blending
of fermented organic manure with chemical fertilizers by 2030, saying it can save
$2 billion in imports annually.

3T39e TRt TRITaa & 2030 e TEfAS 3T & A fRad Sifas @G 6t
10% Irferart safder HrAEr Hr g, wm?%mﬁﬁmﬁzmwﬁ
IIT & Tehail gl

e The IBA recently presented a White Paper on ‘FOM (fermented organic
manure) feeds soil, soil feeds sustainability’.

T 7 gTeT &1 F ‘FOM (waies 3itffas dA+uR) Pigw Aisd, aisd Higd
FERATATAEY 9T Th e I Tl foham|

e |t outlined a comprehensive policy framework; the recommendation calls
for integrating fermented organic manure into schemes, including the nutrient-
based subsidy framework, Soil Health Card scheme, and Paramparagat
Krishi Vikas Yojana.

SEH Ueh S AT ST e foham a1, fwrer 7 forfOad Sifaes @re
g e Tieta3it & anfAe ala T 91 el TS|
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EOSt to access

The opportunity cost of accessing
medical care remains high

he Union Labour Ministry has an-
T nounced that it will provide a free annual
health check-up to workers aged 40 years
or more, following an existing provision in the
new Labour Codes. The programme will be im-
plemented through the Employees’ State Insu-
rance Corporation (ESIC). For workers in hazar-
dous conditions, such as handling toxic
chemicals or operating heavy machinery, check-
ups are mandatory; if illness is detected, ESIC
hospitals and dispensaries will provide free treat-
ment. India already has a few workers® health
obligations on paper, including under the Facto-
ries Act 1948 (only within factories), the ESI Act
1948, and the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH) Code 2020. The new
programme will be financed through the well-en-
dowed ESI fund, although the government is still
shoring up the number of beds and doctors avail-
able via PMJAY-empanelled facilities. At this time,
operational evidence suggests that insured work-
ers will be the main beneficiaries.
Commendable though the initiative is, its suc-
cess is not guaranteed. At present, only around 31
crore of 94 crore workers are on the e-Shram por-
tal, whose integration with ESIC is still in its early
stages in many States. Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya also failed to address how a woman
working in a garment home unit or as a domestic
worker could access the longer maternity leave if
she has no ‘employer’. Annual check-ups for wo-
men also warrant specific medical staff needs
whereas many ESIC camps are crowded and
dominated by men. As with many of its predeces-
sors, the programme does not address the oppor-
tunity costs of accessing health care, forcing
workers to continue contending with lost wages.
An ESIC facility may also refer a worker to anoth-
er centre if it lacks the resources for specific tests,
leading to repeat visits and added time and cost.
The new programme focuses predominantly on
non-communicable diseases such as diabetes
and hypertension. Heat-related illnesses are not
explicitly recognised as occupational diseases
under the ESI Act whereas construction and agri-
culture workers are most at risk of them. Waste-
pickers and sanitation workers on the other hand
face greater risk of infectious diseases such as he-
patitis and leptospirosis. The scheme offers
screening but does not mandate proactive vacci-
nation. The government must meet workers
where they are, through mobile occupational
health units and — as the OSH Code 2020 stipu-
lates for organised workers — at their places of
work, and provide tokens to compensate them
for time spent on check-ups. Otherwise, any
scheme of this nature will not improve upon the
already deficient system.

11M. Cost to access

qg”?ra?rarma

e The opportunity cost of accessing medical care
remains high.

%ﬁ?ﬂ@ﬂ&ﬁwqg%raﬁrmmmaﬁmaﬁrgé%l

e The Union Labour Ministry has announced that it will
provide a free annual health check-up to workers aged 40
years or more, following an existing provision in the new
Labour Codes.

FERT HH FHITAT A Yo T § o g8 0 s gieansit (Labour
Codes) # facTHIT T & AR 40 I AT 38H 3 317
o AT I T1:Qfoeh AT FARELY SITT 3Tt T

e The programme will be implemented through the
Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC).

SH HRIEHH ! FAAN T AT 917 (ESIC) & ACIH ¥ ol19]
e S|

e For workers in hazardous conditions, such as handling
toxic chemicals or operating heavy machinery, check-ups are
mandatory; if iliness is detected, ESIC hospitals and
dispensaries will provide free treatment.

GeRaTeh aRTEITaT & & et arel AT, S fader Targ=t
T T A el AT ST HAY FATTIT el ael HART &

o Taree Siter Jiferary giaf; afe; el SRy &1 oefy Tere &,
dl ESIC 3reqarer AR sttwermery fo¥:gleeh 3TaR yereT et

¢ India already has a few workers’ health obligations on
paper, including under the Factories Act 1948 (only within
factories), the ESI Act 1948, and the Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions (OSH) Code 2020.

HRA 7 Tgol § &1 ATHH & Fareeg Fath Fo dunfores arfica
iete &, oA FRaEm fafaas 1948 (oo FREE & i),
ES| srferfaraer 1948, ot sarawifas gam, Farey ik #1
ufRfPafaar (OSH) afgar 2020 anfde €1

e The new programme will be financed through the well-
endowed ESI fund, although the government is still shoring up
the number of beds and doctors available via PMJAY-
empanelled facilities.

g AT FRIHH TATCT GATAT dTel ES| I & ATCIH T
AT foham SirwaT, grefifeh TR 373% 8 PMIAY-Hellaey
gl & Aregs § 3uerets et 3R Ffehcwrent S wear
gz‘g;awrt?r’s‘l

e At this time, operational evidence suggests that insured workers will be the main

beneficiaries.

AT THY H, FRA-age ot FeT Tg Teohel o & Toh NAT AR & 38h HET oo giet|
¢ Commendable though the initiative is, its success is not guaranteed.
AT Ig Teel TG &, T Y Saeht Ahoram iafderd =1t 81

e At present, only around 31 crore of 94 crore workers are on the e-Shram portal, whose
integration with ESIC is still in its early stages in many States.
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TAHATT H, 94 FU3 HIAFT A A sherol of@7e79T 31 FUT 8 §-4 NEH W Ysiiehel o, [STHPT ESIC
AT THTHIOT 73T 37 317eh oAt A IR SaeaT H g

Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya also failed to address how a woman working in a

garment home unit or as a domestic worker could access the longer maternity leave if she
has no ‘employer’.

A HA AAGE ASTAAT Tg TS A T Y 3B g o TR I[g Fohrs H AT 37aT 8e]
HIFIR & & H 1 S ATl Higell, AT 3HAT 1S Tovzierar g1 &, ar g faEaie Agea
37T T AT TohdT JehR ITCT |

Annual check-ups for women also warrant specific medical staff needs whereas many ESIC
camps are crowded and dominated by men.

ATEAHT & aTieh TaELT q{EToT o faAW FRfehear AT i HTaedeha gich §, Siafeh 3
ESIC AT #fissrs arel 3R qo9-gereT 8|

As with many of its predecessors, the programme does not address the opportunity costs of
accessing health care, forcing workers to continue contending with lost wages.

39 GAaT hrshAT T I, TE Trtell 8 TaEey @msﬁamqgﬂﬁmmaﬁéa’@a
Tt A, TSI ATART T AT o ST HI HHAT FINAR FIeAT IS & |

An ESIC facility may also refer a worker to another centre if it lacks the resources for specific
tests, leading to repeat visits and added time and cost.

e el T Sifer 8 st b 37877 &Y, Y 1S ESIC FrAem A 1 ga e A Gehvch B,
TE IR-R 3T-3Te JT 3TAReEFd T 3R a7 T JATAT 3o glal o

The new programme focuses predominantly on non-communicable diseases such as
diabetes and hypertension.

Ig TS Arstell LI : I-Fart Aot S AYAT 3N 3o e W Hed &
Heat-related illnesses are not explicitly recognised as occupational diseases under the ESI
Act whereas construction and agriculture workers are most at risk of them.

seAT-gaeh ARt @ ES| 3w & 3ideta Tse &9 A cara@riAs Rant & & F AT A6
KIS mm%@m%msﬂ@m%ﬁaaﬁ$mﬁmgl

Waste-pickers and sanitation workers on the other hand face greater risk of infectious
diseases such as hepatitis and leptospirosis.

ea{l Y, Fa et aTer HfAF 3R Taeodr HAT gUCTSIEH TUT AT EIRRITAH SIH HhiHs
Rt & 31 NTRF FT AT = &

The scheme offers screening but does not mandate proactive vaccination.
w@mﬁa@rgﬁ‘muqld A 8, o] Afshg SreprehvoT I A T T

The government must meet workers where they are, through mobile occupational health
units and — as the OSH Code 2020 stipulates for organised workers — at their places of
work, and provide tokens to compensate them for time spent on check-ups.

TWHR Sl AAS TS TARELY SHIBAT F ATCIH T JUT — o147 6 OSH Fiedr 2020
WW%WWW%—WWWWWWWW,W
TARLY SiTe 3 i HE T &Tfaqfcd 8 37¢ Tiaiqfcl eiehel 3Ueists 1= AT

Otherwise, any scheme of this nature will not improve upon the already deficient system.

3T, S8 TR I 1S 3 Qofell Tgel A €1 Yot saaeyr & GUR et Y areah|
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Study reveals how psychedelics dissolve the brain’s hierarchy

T § Tt Tl ¢ B wrshsforaw Afasa Y wargHa caavyr F1 HF AT F: & |
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Study reveals how psychedelics
dissolve the brain’s hierarchy

New neuroimaging research suggests that multiple psychedelics affect the brain in a similar way, revealing something like the ‘core signature’ of the psychedelic experience

Amr!an Mu! !hopa! !yal

or decades, people using

psychedelics have described a

feeling where the line between

‘me’ and the world vanishes.
While it is clear these drugs cause intense
shifts in vision and thought, scientists
have struggled to pin down exactly what
the brain is doing.

A new multi-centric study published in
Nature Medicine on April 6 has suggested
the answer is not found in a single centre
such as the thalamus or amygdala but that
it arises from a total reorganisation of
how different brain areas talk to one
another.

To find a reliable pattern, researchers
from Canada, the U.K., and the U.S.
pooled 11 global datasets into a library of
500 fMRI scans — images that track
changes in blood flow to show which
parts of the brain are working. This
included 267 people under the influence
of LSD, psilocybin, DMT, mescaline or
ayahuasca.

Previously, labs used software to clean
data skewed by factors such as head
moving during scanning, often producing
contradictory results. To fix this, the team
took the raw data and ran them through a
single, common processing system to
ensure they were comparing apples to
apples for the first time.

Chain of command

The team had to figure out which brain
changes were caused by the drugs and
which were arbitrary differences between
people or MRI machines. Instead of the
usual statistical methods, the team used
Bayesian modelling. It works like a fair
judge who doesn’t simply declare guilty
or innocent: it says exactly how confident
it is and automatically prefers results
based on hundreds of volunteers than
those based on a handful.

This let the researchers filter out the
quirks and focus on the brain patterns
that reliably appeared across every drug
and lab.

University of Ottawa neuroscientist
Sergio Perez-Rosal said “moving away
from overconfident ‘yes’ or ‘no’ claims
towards a more nuanced,
uncertainty-aware conclusion represents
arare kind of epistemic humility” —
meaning the scientific honesty to admit
exactly what we don’t know, especially in
the fledgling field of consciousness
studies.

To understand the findings, it helps to
see the brain as a building with a strict
chain of command. In our normal,
everyday state, the brain has a hierarchy.
At the bottom are frontline workers, the
brain regions that handle raw sensory
input. At the top are the high-level
managers — the parts of the brain
responsible for abstract thought,
memory, and our internal sense of self.
Usually, these two groups don’t talk to
each other directly. They are separated by

The brain is a building with a strict chain of command. At the ‘bottom’ are frontline workers - the regions that handle raw sensory input. At the ‘top’ are the
parts responsible for abstract thought, memory, and internal sense of self. Usually, these two don’t talk to each other directly. UC BERKELEY NEWS/YOUTUBE

layers of filters that keep our raw senses
from overwhelming our complex
thoughts.

‘Change how information flows’

The analysis found that psychedelics
essentially collapse this ladder, instead
increasing cross-talk, i.e. the thinking
regions and the sensory regions begin
exchanging information directly. And this
collapses the neural boundary that
usually defines ‘you’ as distinct from the
world.

“What surprised us most is that
psychedelics don’t just affect specific
spots, they change how information flows
across the entire brain,” Manesh Girn, a
neuroscientist at the University of
California, San Francisco, and first author
of the study, said.

“The usual hierarchy between
‘high-level’ thought and ‘bottom-up’
perception starts to dissolve. Inner and
outer experience begin to blur.

‘While in a normal state, the brain
operates like a city of segregated
neighborhoods, where signals stay in
their own lanes and travel only along
established routes, psychedelics dissolve
these boundaries. Dr. Girn said this is best
described as a city where new, direct
highways suddenly open up.

“This connects neighborhoods that
usually you have to move through
multiple smaller neighborhoods to get to,”
he said. “Now, you can get from A to C
without needing to go through B.

Out of ruts
While the study offered the most robust

What surprised us most is that
psychedelics don't just affect specific
spots, they change how information
flows across the entire brain

MANESH GIRN

Neuroscientist at the University of California, San
Francisco

map to date of the brain under
psychedelics, Michiel van EIk, a cognitive
psychologist at Leiden University said
scientists must look closer at the tools
used to draw it. He said psychedelics act
on serotonin receptors, which naturally
regulate the tension of blood vessels.
Since fMRI tracks blood flow to guess
where the brain is active, a drug that
changes vessel tension could create a
measurement artifact.

Without using other techniques
beyond fMRI, he argued, it remains
unclear if these new highways are a
reliable signature of neuronal firing or
simply a side effect of how the drugs
affect our blood.

Beyond the laboratory, in clinics,
where psychedelics have been gaining
traction as a therapeutic intervention, this
study provides a vital biological clue for
why these drugs might work as medicine.
Akanksha Dadlani, a psychiatrist at
Stanford University, said the flattened
hierarchy found in the scans could
explain how psychedelics “loosen the
rigid patterns of thought” seen in
depression.

“By temporarily breaking down the
brain’s strict chain of command, the
drugs may allow patients to step out of
long-held mental ruts.”

‘Powerful tool’

However, Dr. Dadlani and Professor
Perez-Rosal both cautioned that a change
in wiring is only a catalyst, not a magic
bullet. The drug may physically open a
door by rewiring the brain’s shortcuts.
Prof. Perez-Rosal added that the actual
healing will depend on how that
experience is integrated into the patient’s
life afterwards.

Matthew Wall, a neuroscientist and
imaging expert at Imperial College
London, said the real advance is that by
unifying the most data to date, the study
has established new baselines for how
psychedelics trigger cross-talk.

‘While the study used healthy
volunteers, Dr. Wall said, “identifying this
clear neural signature provides a solid
foundation for understanding how
psychedelic treatments may work in
clinical practice.”

Ultimately, the study offers something
more subtle than clinical promise: a rare
glimpse into the mechanics of human
awareness. For Dr. Girn, the work shows
how psychedelics can be a “powerful
perturbational tool” to break down the
fundamental structures of experience,
letting researchers understand how they
are usually maintained.

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training and science communicator
from New Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

THE GIST

v

While it is clear psychedelics
cause intense shifts in vision
and thought, scientists have
struggled to pin down exactly
what the brain is doing

v

A new multi-centric study
published in Nature Medicine
on April 6 has suggested the
answer is not found in a single
centre such as the thalamus or
amygdala but that it arises
from a total reorganisation of
how different brain areas talk
to one another

v

The analysis found that
psychedelics essentially
collapse the hierarchy in the
brain and increase cross-talk,
i.e. the thinking regions and
the sensory regions begin
exchanging information
directly

11M. Study reveals how psychedelics dissolve the brain’s hierarchy

AT § IT ToAdT ¢ T AsFsSfoaFa AfPTSH AT USIIHH qaTYT FI F FHCT F
g &l

e New neuroimaging research suggests that multiple psychedelics affect the brain in a
similar way, revealing something like the ‘core signature’ of the psychedelic experience.

AT FUSATIHN HTHUTA & Tehel [HeTaT & Toh 31eieh WrsdefFa ATETsH & GaA Jhr &
venfad d 8, el ashsfoe sregsra & e g Sl el faivar &1 gar Terar g
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For decades, people using psychedelics have described a feeling where the line between
‘me’ and the world vanishes.

2R ), WIgHSTAFH T STANT e alel e VT 3egeifel 1 aofel ahdcl 3¢ &, forast F 3k
R o s T 3G@1 FATC g1 Sl &

While it is clear these drugs cause intense shifts in vision and thought, scientists have
struggled to pin down exactly what the brain is doing.

eIty I Tuse & foh I gant gfve 3k fRram # dig aRader 3cdest act §, e ot darfores @8
T § & AR et 7 T o T ¢ o ATETSh areeid & 37 a2 TET &

A new multi-centric study published in Nature Medicine on April 6 has suggested the
answer is not found in a single centre such as the thalamus or amygdala but that it arises
from a total reorganisation of how different brain areas talk to one another.

6 30T Y AT AR H THITRIT UF T Tg-HAA AT o1 TheT T & o FqepT 30T Fopalr
Teh chg;, ST AAAH 31T HTATSTE, H 6T IIAT ST, Sfoeh Tg 3 a1 & ot t-l_,o'idclori T 3o
BT ¥ o AREaTSH & Aot #1197 Ueh-g@Y o ATy W HaTg FHI |

To find a reliable pattern, researchers from Canada, the U.K., and the U.S. pooled 11 global
datasets into a library of 500 fMRI scans — images that track changes in blood flow to show
which parts of the brain are working.

Teh FaeaEeie Yeet Tistel & foIw, Fefrer, Temges fhrsa, 3R wgaa Uea AR & efererciai
o 11 3fash sreieH Y fAHT 500 IMRI THAT FT T FIE IR fHar — & T St & yarg
H @1 aror IREd=T Y ¢ i &, aTfes I8 @ o T o Afeas® & Sla-8 #mr a1 X @
gl

This included 267 people under the influence of LSD, psilocybin, DMT, mescaline or
ayahuasca.

3H LSD, aigenarsfas, DMT, ﬁwﬁaawmgma%qmﬁmﬁm 267 ST emfFer
)

Previously, labs used software to clean data skewed by factors such as head moving during
scanning, often producing contradictory results.

T4 H, JAETATATT Fhiaiam & GRIeT T T goreel S SR I faeha ?H‘h@ﬁmﬁ?
T AFedTR &7 3TANTT A 2, fTad urr: fAremsmdy aRome 3ce gla &

To fix this, the team took the raw data and ran them through a single, common processing
system to ensure they were comparing apples to apples for the first time.

S8 GURA & ToIT, E1A o Fel 3HTenst 1 ToT 3R 3¢ Teh THATS, FIST THERIUT TOTN I TSI,
oifer Tgel IR I iAfRad o o & f & Faret 3R oY JofeTr 9 @ 3

Chain of command

JTeRr @

The team had to figure out which brain changes were caused by the drugs and which were
arbitrary differences between people or MRI machines.

EF T Ig T AT AT b Hle-& ATPTsehar TREctT gam3it & HROT 3o T I AR Aler-&
el 3727aT MR #Rf=Y 3 i & AAAT 3R I

Instead of the usual statistical methods, the team used Bayesian modelling.

AT wifeah T faftal & T W, & & S3Rger ArsfieT w1 39t R

It works like a fair judge who doesn’t simply declare guilty or innocent: it says exactly how
confident it is and automatically prefers results based on hundreds of volunteers than those
based on a handful.

g Ueh fosgeT =aramefier i aRg 1 a1 §, S had gy A7 Ay enfa w181 s, afes ag
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Y FaTaT & o 39 319t fosery oX fohdar faeara &, 31X I8 Taanford &9 & Hst Tagdas 1
e TROTAT I F& Ao o1t o= e IROTEA? BT Jofell 7 370 FHged ST &l

e This let the researchers filter out the quirks and focus on the brain patterns that reliably
appeared across every drug and lab.

ST AMRATIT Y ITHHIATT Y 31T Fet 3R 37 AFTTSRRT Yeat o1 eare Figd st 7
T AN, S Icdeh gar 3R yaeTeer 7 Aguaa &9 & fe@rs ju)

e University of Ottawa neuroscientist Sergio Perez-Rosal said “moving away from
overconfident ‘yes’ or ‘no’ claims towards a more nuanced, uncertainty-aware conclusion
represents a rare kind of epistemic humility” — meaning the scientific honesty to admit
exactly what we don’t know, especially in the fledgling field of consciousness studies.

3ierar feafagarer & FgUaEieTe aforat NF-0we = el f& “Heaferen srcataearayot &v
T G S grat & geoh ek Fad 3R AT fosensit i 3T dGeT Ueh GoleT ThR
T ATHATATHS RAATHT T 2T & — 37T Ig I8 dA1TIh SAFSH &, 5aa ag TR
R ST § o g7 areda & a7 S1ET S, fIAve] AdeT 3reuae & YRTAS 81T |

e To understand the findings, it helps to see the brain as a building with a strict chain of
command.

3T foTSohST ol THST o foT ATEASH I Teh VT SARA & &I H ST 3UIEN &, TSI HoR
TR AT g B

e In our normal, everyday state, the brain has a hierarchy.
FANT FIAT Sfeieh HaeUT & ATETSHh & Ueh YGHIH sqaE T8Il & |

e At the bottom are frontline workers, the brain regions that handle raw sensory input.
G forerel ToX X A 31fAH el gl §, 3T AT & 3 817 S T Fad Tkl 1
garerd g1

e At the top are the high-level managers — the parts of the brain responsible for abstract
thought, memory, and our internal sense of self.

I FI TR I 3TT-FNT T gl § — AT ATEASH & I AT 51 o7t e, w9y,
3R EAR 3TAR cHASIY & fIU SAERT 8ld &

e Usually, these two groups don’t talk to each other directly.
A, A QAT HHE TG & TedeT §T & TG 781 7 &

o They are separated by layers of filters that keep our raw senses from overwhelming our
complex thoughts.

SoTah 1T 31e1eh fhecl-Fa 81d 8, Sl GANT HT HAGATIHT T gAR SAfeel fIarT o gre gt &
U &

Change how information flows

I & yarg # aRade

e The analysis found that psychedelics essentially collapse this ladder, instead increasing
cross-talk, i.e. the thinking regions and the sensory regions begin exchanging information
directly.

fagawoT 7 g a1 fo A faTw Held: 30 A HIGT &l FATCT H ad ¢ iR 58
T 9T E HATE 1 T Sl &, 37Tl FaaR ot alel 819 3 FAEY &1 TedeT &9 & Gt
T HTETA-YETT e 9T g |

e And this collapses the neural boundary that usually defines ‘you’ as distinct from the world.
3R 38 g Rt HAT TATCT g ST &, S AT 3T T FHAR F 3T TR e &

e “What surprised us most is that psychedelics don't just affect specific spots, they change how
information flows across the entire brain,” Manesh Girn, a neuroscientist at the University of
California, San Francisco, and first author of the study, said.
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AT & TUH oT@eh AT Hfawiferar freafgarera, s wiftes! & ~uwEiere maer et a
Fel, “Tog 910 o &5 o 3118 3meadafed ar, a8 I8 oY & agasfoed sad 3y st
I FHITAA T6T A, Ao I X ATETSEH 7 T & 918 & e Fl ded a8 1

“The usual hierarchy between ‘high-level’ thought and ‘bottom-up’ perception starts to
dissolve. Inner and outer experience begin to blur.”

“ITT-EdOT AR 3R e wav T 31781t & el T FAT TeTeTha cTaE AT FATC Bl
ST B | AR R ST 31egeral & el T 3R Lol It AT 1"

While in a normal state, the brain operates like a city of segregated neighborhoods, where
signals stay in their own lanes and travel only along established routes, psychedelics dissolve
these boundaries.

AT ITEAT H ATEASH Ueh U AR T RE I HT &, [oTHeT 31e9T-3769T U2 gid &, STar
el 3T TR W 3 e & 3R e wnfia A & & waned e &, fh
Arshafoera o7 AT & gATTT HT e B

Dr. Girn said this is best described as a city where new, direct highways suddenly open up.
3T, faeT ¥ gt foF 58 VW 26T & TT & Y 35T g THST ST TohdT &, STT 3TTeTeh A0 33T
8T TSTHTT Yol S B

“This connects neighborhoods that usually you have to move through multiple smaller
neighborhoods to get to,” he said.

3egioY T, “TE 3T 8T BT HTH 3 S5 &l &, STel HAlIT: Tg el & forv s sIe-oNe a1 &
BT IS I3 517
“Now, you can get from A to C without needing to go through B.”

"3 3T B W I[N FolT ;Y A C T Tga Tl €17

Out of ruts

T8 AT FTEUTHt A e

While the study offered the most robust map to date of the brain under psychedelics,
Michiel van EIk, a cognitive psychologist at Leiden University said scientists must look
closer at the tools used to draw it.

e AT 38 3ETTA A 31 e WHHSTAFH oh T F HATETSh ohl T TRIFT HATTT Tl
frar g, T ol ot faeafagarery & daieicns Axld e fAfve 3 ves o @e1 i
SATToTeRT T S IR et H TG ekl 3TN b1 3 3778 ITETS & TRIGTOT el =BT

He said psychedelics act on serotonin receptors, which naturally regulate the tension of
blood vessels.

3egiel gl [ TrsahsioTd AR RATed W Frf axd §, St Tarenfas &9 & & arfganst &
dera & e fd ad g1

Since fMRI tracks blood flow to guess where the brain is active, a drug that changes vessel
tension could create a measurement artifact.

e PMRI Tl FaTE o &oh Shlch Ig eIl SNl & foh HIEcTSR AT hleT-AT #7197 TlohT &,
AT QHY GaT SiY T aTfgeht3il & TTolld &l SGolcl! &, I8 Ueh AT [Aia Scheed Y Hehcll &
Without using other techniques beyond fMRI, he argued, it remains unclear if these new

highways are a reliable signature of neuronal firing or simply a side effect of how the drugs
affect our blood.

3egiel e AT o fMRI & 31faRerd 317 dehelien! &1 3UAeT T fo=TT I8 TIse AT &Y Tehar fF
Y AU ARRT-ATT aredd # 7 g e Y AlFIAT & [49aE=1T Hehd § 3raT Sharel $H a1l &l
gs9#d § o A gad gAR Tord &1 ford Ten geTfar el 81

Beyond the laboratory, in clinics, where psychedelics have been gaining traction as a
therapeutic intervention, this study provides a vital biological clue for why these drugs might
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work as medicine.
JITRITT & §TeX, RIfehcarerar #, STgl Agchs o Ueh RIfhcHT gedald & &9 H clihiaddr
SISl 3 T§ 8, € TETAT S STcl T Ueh Hgead YUl SATdeh Hehel Telol e & foh I gare i &
T F FIT T & Tl B

o Akanksha Dadlani, a psychiatrist at Stanford University, said the flattened hierarchy found

in the scans could explain how psychedelics “loosen the rigid patterns of thought” seen in
depression.

TS FreafagaTery S AAITAThcae JTHIET GEaTel o el foh Thet H TS IS A
TeTelshH STAEUT TE TISC Y Hhell & foh Agehsolerd IawTe 7 oS ot arel “faant & For
et o Ha T w17

e “Bytemporarily breaking down the brain’s strict chain of command, the drugs may allow
patients to step out of long-held mental ruts.”

“ATETSH T FOR A Aol T AR & § A, T gard AT A1 o Jo7 § &1
AT STSar3ft & 96T [Aehelel T 31T YT T GhaT g 1”

‘Powerful tool’

QrfFaRIrel IysHIor

e However, Dr. Dadlani and Professor Perez-Rosal both cautioned that a change in wiring is
only a catalyst, not a magic bullet.

grelifen, 31. Gaallell 3R SIHaET RSA-UHF Gl of AdTaell &F foh AT TSI STT€AT H
IRade dHael Teh 3R &, Pls THHRI AT 7o |

e The drug may physically open a door by rewiring the brain’s shortcuts.
T &1 ARRASH & caRe dANNHT-HI &7 GoTaTaeT I areda 3 Ua 72T AT el Tohel 31

o Prof. Perez-Rosal added that the actual healing will depend on how that experience is
integrated into the patient’s life afterwards.

SR RST-Ue o 3717 gl Foh aReciaeh TR 38 o1l W) 381 e o 39 31egera vl a1, &
el & ShaeT & forg G GATTRd fhar Srar 1

e Matthew Wall, a neuroscientist and imaging expert at Imperial College London, said the
real advance is that by unifying the most data to date, the study has established new
baselines for how psychedelics trigger cross-talk.

FFNRTS FlAeT deet  FIUASIEES Td SATHIN TaNTe ALY afet o et [ aeaidsh yarfa Ig
€ Toh 3790 ek o TH T3 3MTehsl T Tehlehel dleh S HETT o Ig THST & ToIU AT 3R
T fohT § T arshsfoaa hd YR WREWR dieT-aarg &1 afhd aid 8

¢ While the study used healthy volunteers, Dr. Wall said, “identifying this clear neural

signature provides a solid foundation for understanding how psychedelic treatments may
work in clinical practice.”

TCITY S8 IEATA H T TIGAIhT T 3TN [HAT a7 2T, =1, drel o hel, ‘37 TISC AT
Hahd T TG Tg THH & T T Fgg MU et el ¢ o Rifercdir saagr
Arshsforen 39TR fFd TR w1 F Thd & 17

o Ultimately, the study offers something more subtle than clinical promise: a rare glimpse into
the mechanics of human awareness.

37cTcl:, TE IETT Shaol TAThcdlT HHTGATHT & hgl 31Tereh FEH STl Tl T 8: 37T
mmﬁmﬁwgéﬂml

e For Dr. Girn, the work shows how psychedelics can be a “powerful perturbational tool” to
break down the fundamental structures of experience, letting researchers understand how
they are usually maintained.

ST, 151 & 31TAR, I8 1 el § o Argehsiorra fohet Uehr vens “afeamel saaererar
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What measures are needed to address Delhi’s heat crisis?

e & a9 e ¥ Auea F fav e 3l Y smaegsar 82

What measures are needed to
address Delhi’s heat crisis?

‘What structural changes are required to reduce extreme heat? How can urban planning help?

Suksham Tanu
Amir Hyder Khan

The story so far:

elhi and the NCR are facing
longer and more intense
heatwaves, with the city
increasingly retaining heat

even at night. Rapid urbanisation,
concrete-heavy infrastructure, air
conditioning, and shrinking green cover
have turned the Urban Heat Island Effect
into a deeper “heat re-trap”.

‘Why is Delhi retaining heat?

This transformation is rooted in the city’s
material logic. Concrete, asphalt, steel,
and glass dominate Delhi NCR’s
expansion. These materials absorb heat
efficiently but release it slowly.

Roads, rooftops, and facades
accumulate heat through the day and
emit it at night, delaying cooling. Surface
temperatures in dense areas reach
50-60°C on peak afternoons. These
surfaces act as reservoirs, keeping the
surrounding air warm well into the night.
The city, in effect, stores the sun.

Glass-heavy architecture in areas such
as Gurgaon and Noida worsens the
problem by allowing solar radiation
indoors, increasing reliance on air
conditioning rather than reducing heat.

Vehicular activity adds constant
thermal input. Corridors like NH-48
function as continuous heat sources,
where engines and exhaust combine with
heat-absorbing asphalt to create
persistent hotspots. Over time, these form
into thermal corridors that reshape the
city’s microclimate.

At the same time, Delhi struggles to
release heat. High-density construction
and narrow streets restrict airflow, while
traditional cooling features — courtyards,
shaded pathways, ventilation corridors —
have largely disappeared. As a result, air
stagnates and heat accumulates within
the city’s form.

How does cooling contribute to
‘warming?

‘While interiors are cooled, heat is
expelled outdoors. In dense
neighbourhoods, this raises ambient
temperatures by 1-2°C.

This produces a feedback loop: rising
temperatures increase the demand for
cooling, which in turn releases more heat
outside. The city cools itself internally
while warming externally.

The energy burden is also significant.
Delhi’s peak electricity demand has
crossed 8,000 MW during the summer,
with cooling accounting for a significant
share. Nationally, cooling demand is
projected to grow nearly eightfold by
2050, increasing pressure on power
systems and raising the risk of outages
during extreme heat.

How is heat affecting the economy
and ecology?

Factories and warehouses operate within
specific temperature limits; excessive heat
reduces efficiency and affects machinery.
Productivity declines by 2-3% for every
degree rise above optimal levels, leading
to delays and higher costs.

Supply chains are also slowing as
transport hours shrink and storage
conditions deteriorate.

At a broader level, India loses over
$100 billion annually due to the decline in

heat-related productivity.

Ecologically, the city has lost natural
cooling systems. Shrinking green cover,
degraded wetlands, and the loss of the
‘Yamuna floodplains have reduced
evapotranspiration. Without vegetation
and water bodies, Delhi’s ability to
regulate temperature has weakened.

‘What measures are needed to address
the crisis?

Addressing this crisis requires structural
change in how cities are built and
managed. Materials must shift toward
high-albedo surfaces, cool roofs, and
reflective coatings. Buildings need
insulation and passive design strategies
like shading and cross-ventilation.

‘Urban planning must restore airflow
through ventilation corridors and better
street orientation. Green and blue
infrastructure — including urban forests,
parks, and water bodies — must expand as
essential cooling systems.

Reducing heat generated by human
activity is equally important. Sustainable
transport, electric mobility, and improved
public transit can lower vehicular
emissions. Energy-efficient appliances
and district cooling systems can reduce
heat discharge.

Equally critical is social protection.
Affordable housing upgrades, subsidised
cooling, and community cooling centres
are necessary to protect vulnerable
populations during extreme heat.
(Suksham Tanu is a sustainability and
environmental studies enthusiast based in
Dubai; Amir Hyder Khan is a final-year
B.Arch student at Jamia Millia Islamia)

THE GIST

v

Delhi and the NCR are
increasingly retaining heat,
with concrete, asphalt, steel,
and glass turning the Urban
Heat Island Effect into a deeper
“heat re-trap™.

v

Addressing the heat crisis
requires structural changes
such as cool roofs, passive
cooling strategies, ventilation
corridors, green and blue
infrastructure, and social
protection measures.

11M. What measures are needed to address Delhi’s heat crisis?

ecll & a7 e A Avea & AT e 3urat Y smaegswar 22

e What structural changes are required to reduce extreme heat?
AT IHE T A A F AT foheT TTATCHS IRATAT T ITTLTRAT 872
e How can urban planning help?

) fAeTe for T 9opR TETIaT X AT 872

e Delhi and the NCR are facing longer and more intense heatwaves, with the city increasingly

retaining heat even at night.

el 31 sy Tl & (NCR) 311k ofelt 31X cfter of Y sreanait 1 |retett | &, STal

9TEY 379 T H AT ITHT T 31T AT deh 9ATC 39 T&T &

e Rapid urbanisation, concrete-heavy infrastructure, air conditioning, and shrinking green

cover have turned the Urban Heat Island Effect into a deeper “heat re-trap”.

ol T Fed AT, Shshle-TITeT TEITAT, T FHarRIfAT, amatagvgﬁamﬁaﬁ?rﬁz

TS g3 ot 3R 1Y ‘e e F gRafda w ear g

Why is Delhi retaining heat?
oot a1+t Y ¥t qrre @ Wr 2

e This transformation is rooted in the city’'s material logic.

I IRad A F1 silfas TaearenAs sgavar A AR &
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Concrete, asphalt, steel, and glass dominate Delhi NCR’s expansion.
Fhie, 3R, T 3R T eel NCR & TATarR W grdT §1
These materials absorb heat efficiently but release it slowly.

3 qerdy AT hT FeT § & i A 8, o 39 - ovsa €

Roads, rooftops, and facades accumulate heat through the day and emit it at night, delaying
cooling.

SF, Bl 3R a7a=t T TTEd AAE feemer el Sfa el § 3R e 7 38 3cufoa FRaTE,
e &5 3771 7 faeie giar g

Surface temperatures in dense areas reach 50-60°C on peak afternoons.

geY 8737 F QI8 & TA THT W TdeY dTIHTT 50-60°C aa:qg;’?r EIGIES

These surfaces act as reservoirs, keeping the surrounding air warm well into the night.
A FAE FOHT HSR T e HIE FIA § X ITHTE T aTg T T & ek 79 TATT @ 2 |
The city, in effect, stores the sun.

aEad #H, X G I FEAT F AT F AT

Glass-heavy architecture in areas such as Gurgaon and Noida worsens the problem by
allowing solar radiation indoors, increasing reliance on air conditioning rather than reducing
heat.

TGS 3T AVCST S 7T 37 Fia-TUTe TR FHAEAT H1 3R TGT el §, FAMMh A6 T
faferor 1 aat & e T et ot &, Forad 919t & gt & Sorr vk SR ) fovsiar
G ST B

Vehicular activity adds constant thermal input.

aTg=T T AT TR FoHT FSAT St BT B

Corridors like NH-48 function as continuous heat sources, where engines and exhaust
combine with heat-absorbing asphalt to create persistent hotspots.

NH-48 SHEr AT T 3T 9l o &9 37 i &l &, ST61 oot 3R YT U fahoret arelr arat,
FSAT HINTAT T dTel SFR & A1 FART AR 379 87 3Tl Xl o

Over time, these form into thermal corridors that reshape the city’s microclimate.

AT & A1y I FSHR AR H aRafdd g1 Siid €, Sif 26T & YaH STary dF i deof od &
At the same time, Delhi struggles to release heat.

arer g, feeelr & forw et ot a1 [Ahretetr 9t SfdeT 81T ST W gl

High-density construction and narrow streets restrict airflow, while traditional cooling features
— courtyards, shaded pathways, ventilation corridors — have largely disappeared.

3T Heled dTel TAROT 3R Hehdl Heeh A FaTg b aTferey el 8, STafeh qRufen il
TIAYATE — 31T, DIITER AL, TUT AT ITAAR — SIS FATST 81 Teb & |

As a result, air stagnates and heat accumulates within the city’s form.

AROTHETRY, I 35T STl ¢ AT AT AT hT FAT o AT AT el Sreh 1

How does cooling contribute to warming?

et fFe YR aage e Y TeTaT 872

While interiors are cooled, heat is expelled outdoors.

9 AT & o NaersT fhar SF1ar §, a9 ITHT o S8 7 3R SehIfad e feam Siar &
In dense neighbourhoods, this raises ambient temperatures by 1-2°C.

AT ITETET aTer 8131 7 38 TR arqeret # wrerster 1-2°C Y JefUr g Sl B

This produces a feedback loop: rising temperatures increase the demand for cooling, which
in turn releases more heat outside.

SEH Teh FTAYTRE Tk 3ot BT &: TGl ATIHTT McToleT shT AT doTaT &, X <heTeret Tishar
e 31T 310 arHf S B
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The city cools itself internally while warming externally.

58 JehR e 3N & TG o ST el 8, fohe] STeY aTaraor &t 3R 31fereh aey ser &ar 1
The energy burden is also significant.

SHHT FaAT HR &1 I HgeaquT ¢

Delhi’s peak electricity demand has crossed 8,000 MW during the summer, with cooling
accounting for a significant share.

I & FHiH 7 fereel T ifrercH faegd AT 8,000 HaTATE & 31Tereh g b &, forae et
SIEE R SSEU

Nationally, cooling demand is projected to grow nearly eightfold by 2050, increasing
pressure on power systems and raising the risk of outages during extreme heat.

USET T I, aY 2050 0 LfcTelet Y AT T TS AT To1 1 ITA &, Forady faegd
JUTITorT O e S¢aTT 3N 3rcafereh a1t & aRIet fasTell aTfere glet ot s o sgar|

How is heat affecting the economy and ecology?

AT refeaaear 3t RS =) 5w v Tsnfad T @ 2

Factories and warehouses operate within specific temperature limits; excessive heat
reduces efficiency and affects machinery.

FREE 3R Merer FAfRad argarsT At F o F axa §; 3rcafes edt 39 gerar i e
FIAT & TuT 7RNAT T gIiad AT B

Productivity declines by 2-3% for every degree rise above optimal levels, leading to delays
and higher costs.

3YGF ATIHT F Tcdeh Teh T33fT Jeft TR ScaIeehll 7 ola1sTaT 2-3% hr fRTae 1 &, foraa
&3 3R ofreTe # e gl Bl

Supply chains are also slowing as transport hours shrink and storage conditions deteriorate.
aRageT §HY et AR HsRoT aRfeufa & fSerser & ot smqfel A@ent of el us @ &)

At a broader level, India loses over $100 billion annually due to the decline in heat-related
productivity.
66 TR T, T § Helftre Scargehar 7 FR1ae & HROT R &1 9fday 100 37a ste @ rftrs

T ST BT &

Ecologically, the city has lost natural cooling systems.

TR gfe &, 26T o 31 ST Afvaer a7 @t R §|

Shrinking green cover, degraded wetlands, and the loss of the Yamuna floodplains have
reduced evapotranspiration.

e §U ERE 81, a1faared AT, T JHEAT 916 Hel & faeTrer = arsaleqstel H1 HF F
RIS

Without vegetation and water bodies, Delhi’s ability to regulate temperature has weakened.

Forafa 3R STt At & 3131 & ool Y argaTeT Y I RT e T &7 dT HHAR 81 1S &

What measures are needed to address the crisis?

9 T&he ¥ [Agea & fow fovet 3urat Y sraegsarg?

Addressing this crisis requires structural change in how cities are built and managed.

g Hohe U fAuea & forw ot & 07 3R gaea & adieh & IRu«areA® aRad 3mads & |
Materials must shift toward high-albedo surfaces, cool roofs, and reflective coatings.
foeHTOT Aol T 3T WIadE Fqgl, FA T, TAT IWEATH HIETH I I FAGARI HAT 81|
Buildings need insulation and passive design strategies like shading and cross-ventilation.

HIT F FSAT-VUT TUT ST 3R pra-dfecresT st AfsHa Bemse oot Hr 3maeasar
gl
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Urban planning must restore airflow through ventilation corridors and better street
orientation.

e fAATeTet T dfeerie ITAIRT TUT 98k Hseh AHTRTA-AH & ATCTH § 1Y Farg Hr
TAEATTI et gram|

Green and blue infrastructure — including urban forests, parks, and water bodies — must
expand as essential cooling systems.

e 31k e srawREeT a7 — SEe Aedt 3=, 9 3R ST e enfAe § — Y smaas
MNdctst gunferal & &9 7 fardia fhar s anfgu|
Reducing heat generated by human activity is equally important.

Arerar arfafaferat & scveet art Bt o e o 3 & A g B

Sustainable transport, electric mobility, and improved public transit can lower vehicular
emissions.

"ad uRae, safFes afaeliedr, T Sear adafas aRags agat & gl arel 3cqoiel ol e
FGHhd o

Energy-efficient appliances and district cooling systems can reduce heat discharge.
FotT-grerel 3UHOT T o efterert yonfamt SvAT Scasie 1 i T Fevcl & |

Equally critical is social protection.

AT GI&TT 8 Tolel ¥ § Hgcaor ¢

Affordable housing upgrades, subsidised cooling, and community cooling centres are
necessary to protect vulnerable populations during extreme heat.

T ITATNT STt Aoy, Fiewsrgea efaee, aur angarfs dfidee g srcaftes 1l &
aNTeT HdeeTeier JTTETAY Y F&T & foT JTaeds ¢ |
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Prevalence of fake currency still a reality posi-demonetisation

Gujarat accounted for more than half the value of counterfeit currency seizures between 2017 and 2024

| DATA POINT |

Sambavi Parthasarathy

n November 8, 2016,
0 Prime Minister Narendra

Modi announced the de-
monetisation of 21,000 and ¥500
notes with immediate effect, stat-
ing that the move would serve as a
major assault on black money,
counterfeit currencies, and cor-
ruption. The days that followed
the announcement saw public
panic with long queues at ATMs
and widespread economic disrup-
tion, particularly in the micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSME). While the jury is still out
on the exercise’s impact on eradi-
cating black money and corrup-
tion, the latest ‘Crime in India’ re-
port of the National Crime Records
Bureau for 2024 shows that almost
a decade later, the problem of fake
currency still persists.

According to the data, over
¥54.61 crore worth of fake curren-
cies were seized from various
States in India. Currencies seized
included about six lakh ¥500 notes
and more than one lakh ¥2,000
notes — which the Reserve Bank of
India decided to withdraw from
circulation in May 2023 although it
continues to remain a legal tender.

Chart 1 shows the value of
counterfeit Indian currency seized
by authorities over the last decade.
A total of ¥638 crore worth of fake
currencies have been seized since
2017, the year after demonetisa-
tion. The value of counterfeit
notes seized in 2024 was also the
third highest since 2016. In the
year 2020, when COVID-19 broke
out, seizures of ¥92 crore were
seen. In 2022, two years after the
COVID-19 pandemic broke out,
counterfeit currencies valued at a
whopping ¥382.6 crore were
seized.

Data also points to an increase
in counterfeit currencies of T500
notes and ¥2,000 notes (Chart 2).
The number of ¥500 notes seized
by authorities in 2024 was almost

four times the notes seized in 2016.
The number of counterfeit 2,000
notes, introduced after demoneti-
sation, increased almost twice
than what it was in 2017.

Besides the data recorded by
the NCRB on seizures by law enfor-
cement authorities, data from Par-
liament showed that more than 11
lakh counterfeit notes of varying
denominations, valued at a total of
340.26 crore, were detected and
reported after they entered the
banking system in the five-year pe-
riod between 2020-21 and 2024-25.
That is, an average of roughly two
lakh counterfeit notes have been
detected each year by the banks
(Chart 3).

A denomination-wise break up
of these notes implies that new
currencies like ¥200 and ¥500
which were reintroduced are also
being counterfeited (Chart 4).
More than four lakh ¥500 notes
belonging to the new series print-
ed after demonetisation made up
about 37% of these notes. Close to
three lakh 100 notes accounted
for 26% of the counterfeits report-
ed in banks.

A State-wise breakup of coun-
terfeit notes seized shows that Guj-
arat accounted for the highest va-
lue of fake money seized between
2017 and 2024 (Chart 5). The va-
lue of fake currency seized in the
State valued at ¥355.72 crore, ac-
counted for more than half of the
value of all the seizures in the
country during this period. Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka followed
Gujarat, accounting for seizures of
counterfeit currencies worth 3100
crore and 350 crore respectively.

Data from the RBI also showed
that as of May this year, over 174
billion notes were in circulation va-
lued at a total of more than 242.12
lakh crore, an increase of about
137% compared to November
2016, when currency in circulation
was valued at ¥17.74 lakh crore.

This indicates that the demone-
tisation exercise’s other objective
of bringing down currency tran-
sactions has also not had the de-
sired impact.

i The data for the charts were sourced from National Crime
COU nte rfe‘ts Creep u p | Records Bureau and Parliament Questions and Answers

Chart1: Thevalue of fake Indian currencies
seized every year. Figures in  crore
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As shown in Chart 1, the
value of fake currency notes
seized was the highest in
2022, Gujarat alone accounted
for over 85% of the value of
money seized by authorities
that year across the country.
The value of fake currency
seized in 2024 is the third-
highest since 2016, as shown
in the chart

Chart 2: Denomination-wise share
of fake Indian currency seized by
authorities every year. Figures in %
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Chart3: The value of counterfeit notes detected
and reported in the banking system during the
last five financial years. Figuresin 2 crore
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Chart 5: The
Statewise share of
the value of fake Gujarat
currencies seized
by authorities in the
2017-2024 period

About ¥355.72 crore of fake
currency was seized in the State

Only top 10 States
which accounted
for most seizures
are displayed in
the graph

Chart 4: Denomination-wise counterfeit notes detected in the banking system
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Maharashtra

and Karnataka
followed Gujarat,
accounting

for seizures

of counterfeit
currencies worth
%100 crore and TS50
crore respectively
in the 2017-2024
period

11M. Prevalence of fake currency still areality post-demonetisation

AreadY & arg oft el a7aT A woEw A g ¥

e Gujarat accounted for more than half the value of counterfeit currency seizures between
2017 and 2024.

2017 & 2024 & drel STect Y IS AHeN TG o el Hod H I § 3T REASRY Torra 1 @

e On November 8, 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the demonetisation of
%1,000 and 500 notes with immediate effect, stating that the move would serve as a major
assault on black money, counterfeit currencies, and corruption.

8 Fge 2016 Y THTAHAT g AW & 21,000 31X 2500 & Al Y deehlel T  ateedr fr
aryorr T oY 31T FeT AT R Tg e Frer 0, Tehell HgT, TUT AR & faTeY T 3T JgR
fager gram|

e The days that followed the announcement saw public panic with long queues at ATMs and

widespread economic disruption, particularly in the micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSME).

= GIYUT & 91, & &1 & PN & SUT9eh TeRIge &Y 18, ATM & ST8T ofell Y o9ft 33T fahy
9 4 A, agwmmﬁ(MSME)ﬁmaﬁﬁmmgél

o While the jury is still out on the exercise’s impact on eradicating black money and
corruption, the latest ‘Crime in India’ report of the National Crime Records Bureau
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(NCRB) for 2024 shows that almost a decade later, the problem of fake currency still
persists.

T ek 4T 3TN SRR hl FATCT A T H HeH o FHT T oIy 3181 o 3ifaA fsny
T8 fovehorr &, oY 8 2024 1 ISy 3rarer RlS 4 (NCRB) Y AdIeTc A ‘FT8H 37 31347
RANE ZRTclY & fop wramarar Teh g2reh o oY ¥l Ha Y FAEAT ST ES &

According to the data, over ¥54.61 crore worth of fake currencies were seized from various
States in India.

371ehst & TR, R & TATPeeT AT A T54.61 FUT Hed h aTeholl HaATU Sfect i TS|
Currencies seized included about six lakh ¥500 notes and more than one lakh ¥2,000 notes

— which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to withdraw from circulation in May 2023
although it continues to remain a legal tender.

STecT T 378 HeT3it 3 1871 B AT T500 F Ale 3R vk A A A 22,000 F Are MAe I
— e 9ReT Rerd 3% (RBI) o A 2023 7 Ygelel § aT9H oot T 101 foram o, Jeaf g
37T o ur e =¥ U

Chart 1 shows the value of counterfeit Indian currency seized by authorities over the last
decade.

A1 1 ool Ueh greh & JITUHIRAT SaRT STocl T TS sAehell IRCAT HeT o Hed Hl e ¢

A total of €638 crore worth of fake currencies have been seized since 2017, the year after
demonetisation.

FAeedY & 31Tl ¥ 37ATe] 2017 W 379 Teh Tl T638 FUF FHod I Aehell HaTU STecl T ST Iehl B
The value of counterfeit notes seized in 2024 was also the third highest since 2016.

2024 # SfecT &1 37 Aehell HeT T Hed 2016 & ST I SHRRT T T 27|

In the year 2020, when COVID-19 broke out, seizures of ¥92 crore were seen.

¥ 2020 H, ST§ COVID-19 HgTARY aomgé, S 92 FUZ HeZ 1 aTeholl HaT STod I TS|

In 2022, two years after the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, counterfeit currencies valued at a
whopping ¥382.6 crore were seized.

COVID-19 HgIARY ¥ glel & T ay aTe, AT 2022 H, SITSIT T382.6 FUS Hed I sAeholl
HeTU Slecl T S|

Data also points to an increase in counterfeit currencies of ¥500 notes and ¥2,000 notes
(Chart 2).

33 Ig Y g2 & & 500 & Ael 31X 22,000 a;maaﬁrmﬁaaﬁﬁqaﬁogg%(m 2)]

The number of ¥500 notes seized by authorities in 2024 was almost four times the notes
seized in 2016.

2024 # HTARIRIT EaRT STecT T ITT 500 F Thelt ANET hT TEAT 2016 HT JeIaT 7 I AR
AT AT

The number of counterfeit ¥2,000 notes, introduced after demonetisation, increased almost
twice than what it was in 2017.

Areadl & S ST T 91T wTehell 22,000 F @AYET T HEAT 2017 Y JoIaAT 3 SIS ST &1 TS|

Besides the data recorded by the NCRB on seizures by law enforcement authorities, data
from Parliament showed that more than 11 lakh counterfeit notes of varying
denominations, valued at a total of ¥40.26 crore, were detected and reported after they
entered the banking system in the five-year period between 2020-21 and 2024-25.

FTeTeT YAl TS TAAT SaRT STl X NCRB & 3Tehsi o 31TclReret, §HE H Ted 3ilehst & gl
Tell 7o 2020-21 & 2024-25 3 &rer e it 1 31afer 7 fafdies Fegarit & 11 ara @ faw
el Ae, feTaT ol He T40.26 F 2T, a1 qorTel 7 Faer ) & a1e gohs 7w 3R RAE
feu are|

That is, an average of roughly two lakh counterfeit notes have been detected each year by
the banks (Chart 3).

37T, el g Gfcay 3ace SaTeTaT &Y o sTehelt At} shT I ofdTIaT I1T (4TE 3) |
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e A denomination-wise break up of these notes implies that new currencies like ¥200 and
¥500, which were reintroduced, are also being counterfeited (Chart 4).

ol wi1el & Hegadt-ar favevor & Hehe AT § T ToT: STRY &1 318 =78 HaTd, S 2200 31K
Z500, T 37 sTehel T ST T & (TTE 4)1

e More than four lakh 500 notes belonging to the new series printed after demonetisation
made up about 37% of these notes.

sAeedl & a1 A 7§ s@en & IR o ¥ HfUF T500 F AE 37 Aeholl AICT T AIHA 37%
feear &

e Close to three lakh ¥100 notes accounted for 26% of the counterfeits reported in banks.
I AT T T100 & Al bt 7 RN T 77 sThel) e &1 26% T3ear |

o A State-wise breakup of counterfeit notes seized shows that Gujarat accounted for the
highest value of fake money seized between 2017 and 2024 (Chart 5).

STed fohU ITT Al aAlel & TsFaR RALAYT F IdT TolaT & o6 2017 & 2024 F 1T e HI IS
el HAT & T 3T Fod o [T TeRTd [SeaeR o1 (7€ 5)|

e The value of fake currency seized in the State, valued at ¥355.72 crore, accounted for more
than half of the value of all the seizures in the country during this period.

s 3 STcl Y 315 wAehell T T e T355.72 FF 2T, 511 34 3T & GRIeT 3R A S Fel
STecll & He o1 TS & 3t feeam o

e Maharashtra and Karnataka followed Gujarat, accounting for seizures of counterfeit
currencies worth 100 crore and ¥50 crore respectively.

HERTSE 3R Felteah ORI & dTe; AT T100 FUF 3R T50 FIS 7o T wTeholl Hal T STechl
T 37aTel TATT W G|

¢ Data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also showed that as of May this year, over 174
billion notes were in circulation valued at a total of more than ¥42.12 lakh crore, an increase
of about 137% compared to November 2016, when currency in circulation was valued at
¥17.74 lakh crore.

HRAT Rerd &% (RBI) & 3fisT & I8 o 9T Ienl o6 30 a¥ A doh Ydoid & 174 39 & i+
A &, TSeTehT ol Hed T42.12 ARG FA3 W 3T AT, ST AT 2016 T JoAaT 7 IS 137%
P E, aaqwﬁﬂara:rﬂfaﬂ?.nmmml

e This indicates that the demonetisation exercise’s other objective of bringing down currency
transactions has also not had the desired impact.

g Hahdl &l ¢ [ ACadl FTRATT T Teh 31T 36527, AT AHhg AeT-&eT I HH LT, o
3NATEIT THTT Sces] gl HY e |
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